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By Sumaila Isah Umaisha

n con�nua�on of its engagement with stakeholders on ways to solve the challenges Ithat hinder public acceptance of the COVID-19 vaccines and other issues, a 
delega�on of the Na�onal Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) 

th thvisited Sokoto State from 7  to 10 , February 2022.

The delega�on, led by the Execu�ve Director, Dr Faisal Shuaib, paid a courtesy visit to 
the State Governor, Honourable Aminu Waziri Tambuwal and the Sultan of Sokoto, 
His Eminence Alhaji Muhammadu Sa’ad Abubakar III. , 

A two-day mee�ng was also held between the staff of the NPHCDA, Sokoto State 
Primary Health Care Board (SSPHCB) and Primary Health Care (PHC) centres across 
the state.

Issues discussed at the mee�ng included PHC and COVID-19 vaccina�on, rou�ne 
immunisa�on, and maternal and child health in which Sokoto state is said to have 
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 performed poorly.

In his speech at the Government House, the Execu�ve 
Director explained the reason for the visit, saying, “We are 
here along with the representa�ves of interna�onal 
partners to discuss with cri�cal stakeholders on COVID-19 
vaccina�on programme which will be expanded towards 
eradica�ng malaria, malnutri�on and other health 
issues.”

He said a monitoring framework would be established for 
constant consulta�ons and supervisions to jointly solve 
challenges and address issues.

Dr Shuaib commended Governor Tambuwal for his 
proac�ve leadership and the right investment in the 
health sector, which he said included the renova�on of 
244 primary healthcare centres, provision of a mobile 
ambulance to provide health services, immuniza�ons and 
maternal health programmes, among others.

He added that the Tambuwal administra�on had ensured 
recruitment of health workers and retraining at all levels, 
including foreign training, to check the shortage of staff 
and ensure collabora�ons with na�onal and interna�onal 
agencies on improving public health.

He further pointed out that Governor Tambuwal’s �mely 
measures against the COVID-19 have saved many lives 
and con�nue to be a mark of good leadership on 
safeguarding people’s health.

The Execu�ve Director, however, observed that despite 
the Governor’s huge investment in Primary Healthcare, 
the state is yet to have a commiserate improvement on 
indicators.

“When you look at the rou�ne immunisa�on and 
antenatal coverage you will find that there is s�ll a 
commitment that is desired in terms of how to meet 
indicators so that the quality of health of ci�zens in Sokoto 
State can be improved,” he said.

“We also observed that Sokoto is not doing as well as it 
could in terms of COVID-19 vaccina�on because when you 
look at the ranking of states, Sokoto is among those in the 
bo�om five or so,” he added.

The Execu�ve Director stressed that by the survey, the 
agency realised the importance of exploring more ways to 
support the state through working with development 
partners on bridging the gap in Primary Healthcare.

According to him, about 550,000 Nigerians are expected 
to be vaccinated daily for effec�ve and �mely coverage of 
COVID-19 vaccina�on in the country.

He said, “at least 30,000 persons are expected to be 
vaccinated against COVID-19 daily in Sokoto State, based 
on the na�onal projec�on target set out in the COVID-19 
vaccina�on na�onwide programme”, no�ng that some 
states, like Sokoto, are lagging behind, with only a few 
people receiving the COVID-19 vaccine daily.

Responding, the Sokoto State Governor, Aminu Waziri 
Tambuwal, expressed his apprecia�on to Dr Shuaib and 
the development partners for the support given to the 
state.

He lamented that despite alloca�ng more than 15%of the 
state budget to the health sector, Sokoto State is currently 
among the low performing states in comparison with 
other states on health indices indicators.

While admi�ng the state has a lot more to do in the areas 
of adequate manpower and the expansion of health 
facili�es, he assured the team that his administra�on 
would reverse the trends, par�cularly in the rural areas 
where adequate services are required.

Governor Tambuwal assured the NPHCDA and Partners of 
con�nuous collabora�on in all areas of support to the 
state and appealed for more assistance to Sokoto State in 
order to address the challenges of low immunisa�on 
rates, low COVID-19 vaccina�on, maternal mortality and 
all other associated health-related issues.

In their respec�ve remarks, WHO Deputy Country 
Representa�ve in Nigeria, Mr Alexander Chimbaru and 
UNICEF Chief of Health Country Office, Dr Eduardo 
Celades, commended the State Government and the 
Sultanate council’s commitment to work with NPHCDA 
and partners to ensure effec�ve healthcare services 
delivery.

They pledged to con�nue to render financial and technical 
support to the State not only in the areas of vaccines but 
all other primary healthcare services for the overall health 
of Sokoto State ci�zens. 

At the palace of His Eminence, Muhammad Sa’ad 
Abubakar, the Sultan of Sokoto, the Execu�ve Director of 
NPHCDA, Dr Shuaib maintained that the agency would 
also work with the tradi�onal leaders to take the 
campaign to the grassroots in the State.

While acknowledging that the Sultan has been a vanguard 
for crea�ng awareness on poliomyeli�s, immuniza�on 
and other rou�ne immuniza�ons against child killer 
diseases, the Execu�ve Directorsolicited for his 
con�nuous support along with other tradi�onal and 
religious leaders in crea�ng awareness and acceptance of 
health policies, especially with the ongoing COVID-19 
vaccina�on.
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In his remark, the Sultan advised the Agency and partners 
to take all necessary ac�ons to enlighten people on the 
importance of the COVID-19 vaccine and not to enforce 
the vaccina�on. He pledged the Sultanate support to 
achieve the desired objec�ve not only in Sokoto State but 
the country in general.

He urged stakeholders to consider conduc�ng an 
enlarged stakeholders’ conference where there would be 
a gathering of all categories of people and they would be 
addressed by professionals on vaccines, vaccina�on and 
other health issues.

Sultan Abubakar urged the authori�es concerned to 
consider poverty as a strong factor milita�ng against the 
success of health policies.

“We are concerned about peoples’ welfare, people have 
different challenges, so I implore stakeholders to plan 
adequately toward achieving the desired success,” he 
said.

In their separate remarks at the palace, Alexander 
Chimbaru, and Eduardo Celades, assured the Sultan of 
more collabora�ve support in line with their respec�ve 
mandates.

By Umar Ishaq Usman

The Execu�ve Director/CEO of the Na�onal Primary 
Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal 
Shuaib has called on State Governors in the South-East 
geopoli�cal zone of Nigeria to mobilize all resources 
within their domain to improve uptake of COVID-19 
vaccines in the area.

Dr. Shuaib made the call during the South-East Primary 
Health Care and COVID-19 vaccina�on review mee�ng in 

rdEnugu on 3  February 2022.

He said available data has shown there is a high rate of 
misinforma�on, disinforma�on and rejec�on of COVID-
19 vaccines in the area resul�ng in low uptake and that 
this is dysfunc�onal to the health of the people in the 
country at large.

To this end, Dr. Shuaib said, “In this review mee�ng, we 
must discuss why the COVID-19 mass vaccina�on is not 
moving at the expected rate in the zone.”

He stressed that “Na�onally, we must use the same zeal 

and ingenuity that led us to the eradica�on of polio and 
ensure that every single person in the country gets 
vaccinated and all ci�zens get protected.”

He added, “For the South-East, we must adopt prac�ces 
that will work in the zone and ensure that rejec�on and 
hesitancy are totally eliminated for the exercise to be 
embraced by all.”

He called on the states in the zone to set up high-powered 
commi�ees comprising the Governors or their Depu�es, 
Commissioners of Health, Execu�ve Secretaries of State 
Primary Healthcare Boards,  and other cri�cal 
stakeholders.

Dr. Shuaib further explained that the commi�ees 
“should hold weekly mee�ngs or more regular mee�ngs 
on daily COVID-19 vaccina�on,  mandate council 
chairmen to meet up their daily targets and reward 
hard-working council chairmen with recogni�ons and 
awards to spur them to do more.”

“The states should support COVID-19 mass vaccina�on 
with daily monetary incen�ves to mo�vate them to do 
more, be more resilient in convincing residents and 
upping their daily vaccina�on jabs given to residents,” he 
said.

The Enugu State Governor, His Excellency Lawrence 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, represented by his Deputy, Mrs. 
Cecelia Lolo Ezeilo, urged governors in the zone to double 
efforts in up-scaling the rate of uptake of the COVID-19 
vaccine to stop the spread of the disease.

During the advocacy visit of the NPHCDA team to the 
Governor, Governor Ugwuanyi while admi�ng that the 
states in the zone are far behind other states in terms of 
CoVID-19 vaccine uptake, assured NPHCDA of the zone’s 
readiness to work harder to scale up vaccine uptake in the 
area.

He directed respec�ve Execu�ve Secretaries of State 

COVID-19: NPHCDA Tasks South-East Governors on 

Uptake of Vaccines
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NPHCDA’s Winning Strategies in 
Comba�ng COVID-19

L-R: Chairman, Forum of South-East Commissioners of Health and 
Anambra State Commissioner for Health, Dr. Vincent Akpala, ED/CEO, 
NPHCDA Dr Faisal Shuaib, Enugu State Deputy Governor, Mrs. Cecelia 
Lolo Ezeilo, Chairman, Senate Commi�ee on Primary Health Care and 

Communicable Disease, Senator Chukwuka Utazi at the South-East 



Primary Health Development Boards (SPHCDBs) in the 
South-Eastern states to get closer to the rural areas, 
interact with town unions, tradi�onal rulers and other 
leaders to see how best to upscale COVID-19 vaccina�ons.

Also speaking, the Chairman, Senate Commi�ee on 
Primary Health Care and Communicable Diseases, 
Senator Chukwuka Utazi, represen�ng Enugu North-
Central, charged the people of the zone to have a re-think 
and speed up the COVID-19 vaccina�on rate.”

He urged states in the South-East zone to wake up and 
take their righ�ul place in the na�onal exercise and be 
among the best-ranked states in the COVID-19 
administra�on.

He lauded the efforts of the Execu�ve Director and the 
commitment of NPHCDA as a whole in the fight against 
the community spread of COVID-19 as well as other 
primary healthcare interven�ons in the country.

On his part, the Chairman, Forum of South-East 
Commiss ioners  of  Health  and Anambra State 
Commissioner for Health, Dr. Vincent Akpala said, “I 
sincerely believe that the mee�ng will come out with 
harmonized and workable strategies to overcome the 
current challenges being faced that had led to the low 
COVID-19 mass vaccina�on level in the South-East.”

He also called on relevant authori�es and people in the 
zone to work together toward emancipa�ng the general 
public of the dreaded disease, especially as the zone is 
recording deaths from the disease. 

By Umar Ishaq Usman 

Following low COVID-19 vaccina�on rates recorded by the 
36 states and the FCT, Nigeria has to vaccinate at least 
550,000 eligible people per day in order for it to meet the 
target of vaccina�ng 70% of its eligible popula�on by the 
end of this year.

This was made known by the Execu�ve Director, Na�onal 
Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. 
Faisal Shuaib during the COVID-19 Na�onal Review 
Mee�ng in Abuja, Monday, January 31st, 2022.

He observed that even though the vaccina�on coverage in 
2021 was averaging about 200,000 per day, the rate is not 
going to be sufficient. 

“For us, if we want to reach our target by the end of 2022, 
we need to, at a minimum be vaccina�ng around 550,000 
Nigerians per day. That is what I call the COVID-19 (C-19) 

n u m b e r  f o r 
N i g e r i a ,”  h e 
said.

The Execu�ve 
D i r e c t o r 
disclosed that 
the agency has 
“also been able 
t o  c o m p u t e 
what we call C-
19 Number for 
every state so 
that every State 

Governor knows what that C-19 is. That is the number of 
people that need to be vaccinated every day if the states 
are to meet their target of making sure that they provide 
protec�on against COVID-19 for all their ci�zens by the 
end of 2022.”

He stressed that the same C-19 number has also been 
computed for all Local Government Areas in the country 
so that with each day that passes, if they don’t cover the 
targeted number, then they know they are backsliding. 
The implica�on of which is that they will not be able to 
reach their target.

While calling on development partners and other cri�cal 
stakeholders in Nigeria’s primary healthcare space to 
speak freely on how best to increase uptake of COVID-19 
vaccines in the country, he urged them to key into ‘One 
Country, One Plan and One Team’ as the theme for 
improving vaccina�on coverage.

He said the pla�orm provides “an excellent opportunity 
for us at the na�onal level to look at the overall 
frameworks, the overall plan that we are deploying, the 
strategies that we are deploying align at one team, not 
just NPHCDA team, but one team made up of NPHCDA 
and the partners.”

Dr. Shuaib explained that sta�s�cs have shown that south-
eastern states are the worst-performing states, hence the 
plan to meet with all Commissioners of Health, the 
Execu�ve Secretaries, the Directors, and the State 
Immuniza�on Officers to understand what the challenges 
are and see what could be done.

He said the review mee�ng is an opportunity for the team 
to close ranks and look at the strategies that have been 
enumerated in the past but now updated and have a 
conversa�on around how it could be done be�er.

On his part, the WHO Country Representa�ve, Dr. Walter 
Kazadi Mulombo said the mee�ng is a result of more 
hope, given the improvement so far recorded.

He said, “Today, we have a golden opportunity to look 

COVID-19: Nigeria to Vaccinate 550,000 Daily to Meet 
Required Target
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The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib addressing 

the COVID-19 Vaccina�on Na�onal Review 



back on what we’ve been able to achieve so far while 
harnessing the power of partnership, learn some 
lessons, and move on.”

Dr. Molumbo added, “We have an ambi�ous target of 
reaching 70% of Nigerians by the middle of this year or 
at least before the end of this year.”

He charged all stakeholders to work round the clock 
and accelerate the pace of uptake of the vaccines using 
the power of innova�ons, par�cularly in states that are 
lagging behind.

Also speaking, the UNICEF Country Representa�ve, Dr. 
Peter Hawkins said the mee�ng was �mely and 
i m p l o re d  s ta ke h o l d e rs  to  i m p ro ve  ro u � n e 
immuniza�on as Vaccine Derived Polio is s�ll a big issue 
in Nigeria.

Paul McDermo�, Director, Health Popula�on and 
Nutri�on, United States Agency for Interna�onal 
Development (USAID), said development partners are 
willing to support Nigeria’s campaigns in the healthcare 
space, adding that “the support that we are going to 
provide at the centre to the state should be centred in a 
way that there is par�cipa�on that will inform the 
na�onal planning.”

Mr. Paul said the USCDC mission in Nigeria has made 
contribu�ons to Nigeria through COVAX to see to the 
success of the S.C.A.L.E.S ini�a�ve of the NPHCDA.

By Umar Ishaq Usman

The Na�onal Primary Health Care Development Agency 
(NPHCDA) has on 16th February partnered with the 
Nigeria Red Cross Society in order to vaccinate a large 
popula�on of Nigerians living in the interiors of the 
country against the dreaded COVID-19 disease.

Interfacing with the high-powered delega�on from 
Nigeria Red Cross Society in Abuja, the Execu�ve 
Director, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib said the 
partnership could not have come at a be�er �me given 
the high rate of COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy occasioned 
by misinforma�on and disinforma�on making the 
rounds in the social media across the country and the 
world at large.

While observing that Red Cross has a vantage posi�on 
as a non-aligned organiza�on with access to places that 
are prone to conflict or the security compromised 
areas, the Execu�ve Director called on the organiza�on 

to use 
i t s 
w i d e 
range 
o f 
c o m
munit
y 
reach 
t o 
h e l p 
impro

ve vaccine uptake in the country. 
Dr. Shuaib said, “Apart from the opera�onal aspects 
that I know the Red Cross is involved in, and because of 
the confidence and trust that the Red Cross has in 
communi�es, I believe that you can also be involved 
with overcoming hesitancy and help generate demand 
for not only COVID-19 vaccine, but also for rou�ne 
immuniza�on and other primary healthcare services.”

He appreciated the efforts of the Red Cross Society in 
the primary healthcare space of Nigeria, especially 
during the fight against Wild Polio Virus.

Earlier, the Head, Country Cluster Delega�on, 
Interna�onal Federa�on of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
(IFRC), Mr. Bhupinder Tomar said they were in the 
agency to partner with the NPHCDA on how to improve 
COVID-19 vaccina�on and its delivery in Nigeria. 

He said agencies like the Red Cross are under “pressure 
to work with the Government of Nigeria to improve the 
uptake of vaccines and the delivery of vaccines in 
Nigeria because if you do not get Nigeria right on the 
African con�nent, you do not get vaccina�on right in 
Africa.”

Mr. Tomar further disclosed that the Red Cross is 
interested in helping the agency boost its Community 
Health Influencers Programme for a be�er community 
workforce and service delivery.

Also speaking, Secretary-General, Nigeria Red Cross 
Society, Mr. Abubakar Kende said that, as established 
by the Na�onal Society Act of 1960, the Society is an 
appendage of the Federal Government of Nigeria and 
that all services rendered by it are intended to 
complement the work of the agency.

Malam Kende disclosed that Red Cross Nigeria has 
divisions in all the 774 local government areas of 
Nigeria and over 800,000 volunteer workers in the 
country to help achieve good health for the people of 
Nigeria.
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COVID-19 VACCINATION: NPHCDA Partners With 
Nigeria Red Cross Society

The Head, Country Cluster Delega�on, Interna�onal 

Federa�on of Red Cross and Red Crescent, Mr. Bhupinder 

Tomar, ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib [middle] and 

others during the courtesy visit by the Nigeria Red Cross 

Society.



By Othman Alaga

The European Union (EU) on 7th February 2022 
donated  1,936,050 million doses of the Johnson and 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine to Nigeria to help fight 
against the spread of the dreaded coronavirus in the 
country.

The dona�on was received at the Na�onal Strategy 
Cold Store (NSCS) in Abuja by the Execu�ve Director, 
Na�onal Primary Health Care Development Agency, Dr 
Faisal Shuaib.

While handing over the vaccines to Nigeria through the 
NPHCDA, the Ambassador to the European Union (EU), 
Samuela Isopi said the dona�on was part of the 
commitment to support Nigeria in its fight against 
COVID-19.

She said since 2020, the Union has been at the 
forefront of the fight and has mobilized support to back 
the Nigerian government in its response to the 
pandemic.

She disclosed that a total of 1.9 million doses of the J&J 
vaccine was donated by the European Union through 
Covax to Nigeria as part of the global dona�on of 
almost 20 million doses by the EU member states and 
that this par�cular dona�on was made by Finland, 
Greece, and Slovenia.

While acknowledging the fact that the EU is the biggest 
donor of COVID-19 vaccines in the world, Isopi 
observed that much work remains ahead to meet the 
targeted percentage in the crusade.

"As we move into the 3rd year of the COVID-19, the 
pandemic is not yet defeated, we must con�nue to 
work together to help partner countries to speed up 
vaccina�on and to develop their capacity to 
manufacture vaccines locally," she said.

Receiving the dona�on on behalf of the Federal 
Government of Nigeria, Dr. Shuaib lauded the effort 
made by the EU in this direc�on, saying Nigeria will 
sustain the in�mate rela�onship that has long existed 
between them.

Dr. Shuaib said "the Government of Nigeria had earlier 
in 2021 procured 39,850,000 million doses of J&J 
vaccine from AFREXIM Bank through the African 
Union, so, with the dona�on of 1,936,050 million 
doses by the EU the total number of doses of J&J 
vaccine available to Nigeria is about 51 million doses.

H e 
a d d e d 
that “At 
t h e 
m o m e
n t , 
Nigeria 
h a s  a 
total of 
12,916,
4 5 0 

mil l ion 
doses of the J&J vaccine”

He reiterated that "We will be focusing the J&J vaccine 
at the moment to those who are in the hard-to-reach 
areas because it requires only a single dose for full 
vaccina�on. This way our health workers will be able to 
do what is  cal led a 'touch and go'  without 
compromising on their safety.”

Dr. Shuaib assured development partners that Nigeria 
was commi�ed to a safe, equitable and effec�ve 
COVID-19 vaccina�on rollout.

He disclosed that so far Nigeria has vaccinated 
15,792,392 persons which represents (14.1%) of her 
eligible popula�on with 1st dose and that the NPHCDA 
was using the pla�orm of COVID-19 vaccina�on to also 
make available access to other primary health care 
interven�ons.

On his part, the WHO Deputy Country Representa�ve, 
Alexander Chimbaru said WHO will con�nue to 
support Nigeria in reaching its targeted popula�on 
with safe and effec�ve vaccines.

While commending the Federal Ministry of Health and 
NPHCDA for the achievement recorded so far in the 
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic, he urged 
Nigerians to visit designated health facili�es to be fully 
vaccinated before the end of May 2022.

Also, the UNICEF country representa�ve Mr. Peter 
Hawkins said, "J&J vaccine has 2-year expiring date and 
this will allow the Government of Nigeria to be able to 
manage the vaccine appropriately.”

Mr. Hawkins urged all donors to be seriously involved 
in immuniza�on programmes and other primary 
health care interven�ons that could accelerate COVID-
19 vaccina�on in the country.

The highlight of the event was the inspec�on of the 
vaccine at the cold store by the Execu�ve Director, 
NPHCDA, EU Ambassador, Development Partners and 
members of the press.
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COVID-19: EU Donates over 1 Million Doses of 
Vaccines to Nigeria

ED/CEO, NPHCDA delivering his speech at the handover 
ceremony of the J&J COVID-19 vaccine donated by the 
European Union.



By Umar Ishaq Usman
T h e 
Na�onal 
Primary 
H e a l t h 
C a r e 
Develop
m e n t 
A g e n c y 
(NPHCD
A )  a n d 
Connec
t e d 
Develop
m e n t 

have on 14th February 2022 signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) in the area of COVID-19 vaccina�on 
and social accountability in order to strengthen primary 
healthcare service delivery in the country.

Speaking during the signing of the MoU, the Execu�ve 
Director/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib said the 
partnership will lay a solid founda�on for future 
collabora�ons with Civil Society Organiza�ons to the 
benefit of the people of Nigeria.

He said the MoU is the right step in the right direc�on, 
stressing that “these types of collabora�ons are what 
engender trust between those who govern and those who 
are governed.”

He added that signing the MoU was an opportunity to 
openly demonstrate the NPHCDA’s transparency and 
determined effort to make sure that Civil Society 
Organiza�ons (CSOs) were brought into primary 
healthcare so they could partner and strengthen the 
ability to reach those the Agency is trying to serve.

While acknowledging that it is organiza�ons like 
Connected Development that extend the reach of 
NPHCDA to those communi�es where healthcare may be 
a challenge, the Execu�ve Director stressed that the 
agency welcomes such collabora�on with CSOs because it 
offers the Agency the opportunity to hear feedback from 
communi�es on how best to improve primary healthcare.
Dr. Shuaib decried inadequate manpower for health and 
other logis�cs in the country’s Primary Healthcare Centres 
(PHCs).

“More than 70% of the PHCs across Nigeria s�ll do not 
have the full complement of health workers that are 
required,” he said, adding, “More than 70% of the PHCs do 
not have the right infrastructure, the right equipment, the 
right drugs, the right u�li�es, yet primary healthcare 

workers all over the country are doing the best that they 
can in very difficult circumstances.”

Dr. Shuaib said the partnership will not only serve as an 
opportunity for CSOs to access data and to have access to 
the reality about what people face in PHCs but also an 
opportunity for them to advocate for more resources at 
the Local Government and State Levels to strengthen 
primary healthcare service delivery.

He said in the next few weeks, the Agency would be 
launching the Primary Healthcare Summit, adding that 
partnership with Connected Development was one 
amongst many with a view to bringing everybody into the 
discussion around how best primary healthcare can be 
transformed in Nigeria.

He further explained that “these days, we want to 
transform primary healthcare by ensuring that we look at 
primary healthcare holis�cally so that the human 
resources that are available are not focusing on that one 
disease or another disease but really the whole gamut of 
preven�on, promo�on, and protec�on of our ci�zens.”

Dr. Shuaib expressed confidence that “collabora�on with 
CSOs, with tradi�onal leaders, with religious leaders, is the 
only way to go and as we launch our 4-point agenda under 
the leadership of the Honourable Minister of Health, I 
have no doubt in my mind that in the post-COVID-19 era, 
Niger ia’s  pr imary healthcare sector  would be 
strengthened as a result of collabora�on with CSOs, the 
private sector, our development partners, and our 
donors.”

Earlier, the Chief Execu�ve Officer of Connected 
Development, Malam Hamza Lawal said his organiza�on is 
Africa’s leading Civil Society Organiza�on that empowers 
marginalized communi�es with access to informa�on by 
crea�ng pla�orms thus bridging the gap between 
government and ci�zens while holding government 
accountable using the social accountability movement 
such as ‘Follow the Money’.

Malam Lawal described the day as historic in the work that 
Connected Development has been doing not only in 
Nigeria but in Africa as a con�nent.

He appreciated the effort of the NPHCDA and its 
leadership for being at the forefront of realizing President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s agenda for Nigeria, adding that of 
the 10 African countries he had visited, the NPHCDA was 
the first Government agency saddled with the 
responsibility of tackling COVID-19 to sign an MoU with 
the CSO.

“What this partnership means is that our government is 
leading by ensuring that we are effec�vely prepared for .

A n

NPHCDA, CSO Signs MoU on COVID-19 and Social 
Accountability

L-R: The CEO, Connected Development, Malam Hamza Lawal 
and the ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib displaying the 
MoU between the Agency and Connected Development at 

the signing ceremony.
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future pandemics, and I believe that this partnership, as 
we go into it, would show that truly Civil Society 
Organiza�ons can work closely with government and 
truly serve the Nigerian people,” he said.

By Othman Alaga

The Execu�ve Director, Na�onal Primary Health Care 
Development Agency (NPHCDA) Dr. Faisal Shuaib 
received the Global Health Assistant Administrator of the 
United States Agency for Interna�onal Development 
(USAID) Dr. Atul Gawande in his office on 21st February 
2022.

In his opening remarks, Dr. Gawande said the courtesy 
visit was aimed at partnering with the Agency to find 
some measures to strengthen primary health care in 
Nigeria as the subsector is the cornerstone of a sound 
health system.
He acknowledged the importance of the primary health 
care system to the life of the people and lauded the 
efforts by NPHCDA under the leadership of Dr. Shuaib in 
rou�ne immuniza�on and the fight against the COVID-19 
pandemic in the country.

He also acknowledged the fact that COVID-19 has 
exposed the truth of the health system, hence the need 
for the partnership between the USAID and the NPHCDA 
to find ways to revitalize the PHC for effec�ve and efficient 
service delivery to the people.

Dr. Gawande said under his leadership USAID would 
mobilize substan�al resources to support the Nigerian 
government and NPHCDA to control COVID-19, adding 
that USAID would deploy more vaccines to the country.

Responding, Dr. Shuaib said USAID is one of the strongest 
partners in NPHCDA's vaccina�on drive and that the 
Agency has received a lot of interven�ons.

He said some of the success stories recorded in the 
NPHCDA were due to the collabora�on the Agency had 
with USAID over the years.

Dr. Shuaib noted that there are more than 33,000 primary 
health care centres spread across the country but 70% of 
them don't have the needed human resources and other 
important things.

"No ma�er how much resources you put into the system, 
unless you actually have the right quality of human 
resources, you cannot succeed," he said.

H e 
disclos
ed that 
t h e 
propos
e d 
Na�on
a l 
Primar
y 
Health 
C a r e 
Summi

t will hold between 24th and 25th March 2022 where 
President Muhammadu Buhari would be launching the 
Transforma�ve Vision for Primary Health Care in Nigeria, 
saying that would be able to fix the primary health care 
system.

He said the summit would draw the a�en�on of 
development partners and private sectors, adding, “We 
really have to invest in human resources, recrui�ng more 
people, building their capacity so that they can be able to 
provide quality primary health care services.”

Dr. Shuaib explained that the summit would come in two 
phases; the first is to mobilize domes�c resources, 
resources from the government, and the second, 
resources from private sectors including high network 
individuals and development partners for primary health 
care.

A recap of the ac�vi�es of NPHCDA over the years, 
including the recent COVID-19 response, was presented 
by the Director of Disease Control and Immuniza�on, Dr. 
Bassey Okposen

By Othman Alaga

The Execu�ve Director, Na�onal Primary Health Care 
Development Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal Shuaib has 
been decorated with an award of excellence as the "Best 
Transparency and Social Service Icon of the Year" by the 
Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa Leadership Awards (SATLA).

The Award ceremony which took place on 16th February 
2022 at the Conference Room of NPHCDA was witnessed 
by the directors and staff of the Agency.

While delivering his speech, the coordinator of SATLA, 
Ambassador Abdul Usman Shuaib said Abubakar Tafawa 
Balewa Leadership Awards was a pla�orm that 

USAID Global Health Assistant Administrator Visits 
NPHCDA

The Global Health Assistant Administrator of the United 
States Agency for Interna�onal Development (USAID) Dr. 

Atul Gawande and the ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib 
during the courtesy visit.

SATLA Decorates ED with Highest Award of Excellence



excelle
n c e , 
innova
� o n , 
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� o n a l 
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selfless 
service 
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Nigeria.

"The Award is to encourage the Execu�ve Director to 
con�nue with the good things he has been doing, 
especially the reforms going at the NPHCDA,” he said.

He said it gave him great joy to honour a great leader 
like Dr. Shuaib for bringing innova�on and needed 
achievements in the primary healthcare space of 
Nigeria. "Today gives me a great pleasure to be here to 
honour a great leader, astute public servant per 
excellence, a community reformer, a specialist of 
health  reforms with super la�ve records  of 
achievements for a job well done in the area of health 
services to Nigerians.”

Ambassador Shuaib disclosed that some notable 
personali�es who previously received the award 
include, the former Governor of Borno State, His 
Excellency Alhaji Kashim She�ma, His Excellency 
Alhaji Abubakar Sani Bello, Rt Hon. Yakubu Dogara, 
former Speaker, House of Representa�ves and other 
dis�nguished individuals across the country.

While receiving the Award on behalf of the Execu�ve 
Director,  the Director,  Disease Control  and 
Immuniza�on, Dr. Bassey Okposen said he was 
par�cularly happy for the Award, no�ng that it did not 
come as a surprise, considering the track records of Dr. 
Shuaib in changing the narra�ve in NPHCDA over the 
years.

He said under Dr. Shuaib's leadership, Nigeria was able 
to eradicate Wild Polio Virus and today the Agency is 
doing its best in figh�ng the coronavirus pandemic.

He recalled that "Even at the �me of the lockdown, we 
were all coming to the office. Nigerian health workers 
worked �relessly to save the situa�on. With this 
development WHO recommended us and called on 
other countries to learn from us.”

Dr. Bassey lauded the leadership style of SATLA, saying 

their team did well in finding the Execu�ve Director 
worthy of the Award. 

The event was climaxed with the presenta�on of the 
Award and group photographs.

By Othman Alaga

The Execu�ve Director, Na�onal Primary Health Care 
Development Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal Shuaib has 
disclosed that the Minister of Health, Dr. Osagie 
Ehanire has approved the recons�tu�on and se�ng up 
of expert review commi�ee on polio eradica�on and 
rou�ne immuniza�on to mi�gate the outbreak of 
Circula�ng Vaccine Derived Polio Virus (cVDPV2) in 
Nigeria.

The Execu�ve Director made this known when the 
delega�on of Global Alliance for Vaccine and 
Immuniza�on (GAVI) visited Nigeria on a 3-day review 
mission on accountability framework as regards 
rou�ne immuniza�on and COVID-19 vaccina�on drive 
of the Federal Government.

Dr. Shuaib said the people of Nigeria deserve the best 
in terms of healthcare services. They deserve the best 
in terms of access to primary healthcare services, 
hence the collabora�on of the Federal Ministry of 
Health and NPHCDA with partners and donours for 
be�er service delivery.

To this end, the Execu�ve Director announced the 
dona�on of over 500 million doses of Inac�vated Polio 
Vaccine (IPV) to support the efforts by the Federal 
Ministry of Health and NPHCDA toward containing the 
outbreak of cVDPV2 in the country.

The review mission started on Wednesday 23rd 
February 2022 with a visit by the team to the Na�onal 
Strategic Cold Store along Airport Road, Abuja.

Dr. Shuaib maintained that the collabora�on "is a 
strong pla�orm for us to develop a local vaccine 
capacity,” adding that the federal government in the 
last few years has maintained a very good working 
rela�onship with GAVI thus far to get to this stage.

The leader of the GAVI delega�on, Dr.  Seth Berkely 
said, "The purpose of the mission originally was to look 
at the accountability framework that has been put 
together by GAVI with the government of Nigeria with 
a view to providing good, qualita�ve, and affordable 
healthcare services to the people of Nigeria.

The Award being displayed by Ambassador Abdul 
Usman Shuaib [left] and Dr. Bassey Okposen 

[right].

FG, GAVI to Mi�gate Spread of cVDPV2 in Nigeria
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concern in programmes rela�ng to children and their 
health in Nigeria.

He applauded the leadership of the Na�onal Assembly 
for providing be�er legisla�on for strengthening the 
primary healthcare system in Nigeria, adding that for 
the country to achieve universal health coverage, all 
hands must be on deck. 

Responding, the Chairman, Senate Commi�ee on 
Health, Senator Yahaya Ibrahim Oloriegbe, represen�ng 
Kwara Central, appreciated the contribu�ons made by 
GAVI to Nigeria over the years and urged them to sustain 
the spirit.

He assured that members of the Na�onal Assembly 
would do their best within their legisla�ve power to 
increase budgetary alloca�ons to the Federal Ministry 
of Health and the Na�onal Primary Health Care 
Development Agency so as to strengthen the primary 
health care system in Nigeria for effec�ve and efficient 
service delivery to the people.

Further, the Gavi team was led by the Execu�ve Director 
NPHCDA Dr. Shuaib on an inspec�on and evalua�on 
tour of the Na�onal Strategic Cold Store where they 
witnessed firsthand Nigeria’s capacity to receive and 
store vaccines for onward delivery to the people. 

The GAVI team and the Execu�ve Director were at the 
Ministry of Finance and had discussions centered on 
budgetary alloca�on to help strengthen the primary 
health care system.

On her part, the Minister of Finance, Hajiya Zainab 
Ahmad assured the delega�on of the Federal 
Government’s commitment towards achieving good 
health for the people.

By Umar Ishaq Usman

The Federal Government has launched a COVID-19 
vaccina�on strategy with the use of single-dose 
Johnson and Johnson vaccine and demonstra�on of 
vaccina�on site finder to speedily ramp up the mass 
vaccina�on coverage in the country.

Performing the official launch of the new approach on 
Wednesday 22nd February 2022 in Abuja, Minister of 
Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire said the op�mized strategy 
now includes the integra�on of COVID-19 vaccina�on 
for eligible adults with rou�ne immuniza�on for 
children.

He explained that S.C.A.L.E.S 2.0 as an acronym stands 
for Service Delivery, Communica�on, Accountability, 
Logis�cs, Electronic management of immuniza�on 
data, Supervision. 

The strategy involves expanding access to vaccina�on to 
places like markets, parks, shopping malls, schools, 
mosques and churches, taking campaigns and advocacy 
to the doorsteps of the people, with strict supervision, 
accountability, and logis�cs towards ensuring that 
vaccines get to the grassroots.

The Minister stressed that the strategy would ensure 
that while controlling transmission of COVID-19, Nigeria 
does not become a fer�le ground for the outbreak of 
childhood vaccine-preventable diseases.

Dr. Ehanire also said the op�mized strategy includes the 
rolling out of one single dose of the Johnson and 
Johnson (J&J) vaccine to rapidly cover eligible persons 
who might not have a second chance to go for their 
second dose of either AstraZeneca, Moderna, or Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine.

He said with the rollout of one single dose of the J&J 
vaccine alongside COVID-19 vaccina�on site finder, “all 
childhood vaccina�on including administra�on of 
Vitamin A, will now be done together with COVID-19 
vaccina�on.”

At “COVID-19 vaccina�on sites, eligible children will 
now be able to receive their BCG, Penta3, OPV3, OPV 
I&2, Measles, Yellow Fever vaccines as well as Vitamin A 
supplements,” he said.

While assuring that Nigeria has enough stock of the J&J 
vaccine to cover the required number of the eligible 
popula�on, the Minister called on eligible Nigerians to 
visit vaccina�on sites nearest to them now that the 
COVID-19 vaccina�on site finder has been developed 
and shared across the country.

Dr. Ehanire explained that the one-single dose of the J&J 

L–R: Dr Atui Gawande and Dr. Faisal Shuaib 
during the visit.

FG Launches New Strategy for COVID-19 Vaccina�on
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AstraZeneca.

He commended the Execu�ve Director, Na�onal 
Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA), 
Dr. Faisal Shuaib, and members of staff of the agency for 
a job well done, and assured the engagement with all 
stakeholders, partners, and communi�es to ensure 
inclusiveness and transparency in decision making and 
other processes to the COVID-19 vaccina�on and 
overall healthcare service delivery.

In his remark, the State Minister for Health, Dr. 
Oloruninmbe Mamora, represented by Dr. Adieze 
Okonkwo, observed that the pandemic has wreaked 
havoc to global economy, hence the need to rapidly 
mi�gate the spread of the virus.

He called on all stakeholders to key into the S.C.A.L.E.S 
strategy as part of efforts to con�nue to deal with the 
COVID-19 pandemic while strengthening and 
improving the primary health system in the country.

Unveiling the op�mized S.C.A.L.E.S strategy, the 
Execu�ve Director, NPHCDA, said it offers an 
opportunity for the agency to quickly reach the 70% 
coverage of the eligible popula�on before the end of 
2022.

He said the opportunity to have access to one single 
shot will definitely increase the coverage for COVID-19 
vaccina�on, adding that the introduc�on of COVID-19 
vaccina�on site finder “will again improve the ability of 
Nigerians to access COVID-19 vaccines”. 

He said there is no be�er �me than now for all the 
stakeholders to ramp up COVID-19 vaccina�on, given 
that Nigeria now has access to vaccines that have long 
shelf lives as against the last couple of months when the 
country had to struggle with vaccines with short shelf 
lives.

In a paper presenta�on, Director, Disease Control and 
Immuniza�on, Dr. Bassey Okposen hinted that with the 
launch of the op�mized S.C.A.L.E.S strategy, access 
points for vaccina�on have been increased to include 

both primary, secondary, and ter�ary health facili�es.

In a goodwill message, WHO Regional Director for 
Africa, Dr. Matshidiso Moe� charged stakeholders to 
remain focused on the need to expand significantly the 
delivery capacity of vaccines because even as the 
country is arres�ng COVID-19, there is the need for the 
delivery of vaccines and response to other public health 
emergencies.

She commended the government for pu�ng such an 
elaborate ini�a�ve to ramp up COVID-19 vaccina�on in 
Nigeria, adding that “as partners, we are commi�ed to 
organizing ourselves in a very coordinated way so that 
we ease the government’s efforts in working with and 
benefi�ng from our collec�ve support.”

By Umar Ishaq Usman

The United States Centre for Disease Control (USCDC) 
has been called upon to support Nigeria with 
informa�on in comba�ng outbreaks of cVDPV 1&2 and 
other related vaccine-preventable diseases in the 
country.
The Execu�ve Director, Na�onal Primary Health Care 
Development Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal Shuaib made 
the call when a delega�on of the USCDC paid him a 
courtesy visit on Monday 28th February 2022.

Dr. Shuaib said, “As we think about cVDPV2 response, I 
think it will be important for the USCDC to provide us 
with informa�on especially now that we have 
recons�tuted the expert review commi�ee on polio.”

He observed that with the outbreak of Wild Polio Virus 
(WPV) in Malawi, it is only by God’s grace if WPVs is not 
already in circula�on in the country, adding that “if we 
have orphan viruses that means our surveillance is not 
as strong as it should be, and we must look for this 
WPVs.”

“But as we look for the WPVs, it’s not the ques�on of 
iden�fying it but also making sure that we provide 
popula�on immunity against it in case it is here. So that 
we can avoid the situa�on where it now takes roots 
within the country,” he said.

Dr. Shuaib disclosed that there is going to be a mee�ng 
of the Africa Regional Cer�fica�on Commission (ARCC) 
on the 14th of March 2022 to discuss issues around the 
sudden and unprecedented outbreaks of cVDPV and to 
understand where the problem is.

Hon. Minister of Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire, delivering 

his speech at the occasion.

ED Canvases USCDC Support on Vaccine-
Preventable Diseases
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He stressed 
that “we need 
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d e e p  a n d 
rapid analysis 
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to address the 
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context. What 

local context has shown us is that IPV works. Yes, you 
people can say it doesn’t work when it comes to 
containing the outbreaks, but it provides popula�on 
immunity.”

The Execu�ve Director disclosed that the forthcoming 
Primary Healthcare Summit is planned to espouse long 
term solu�ons to the ailing primary healthcare system 
of Nigeria.

While hin�ng that the agency will be integra�ng 
cVDPV2 response, Wild Polio Virus response, with 
response to COVID-19, Dr. Shuaib said “we should not 
forget the fact that it is important to also invest in the 
health system. This for me is the long-term fix that we 
need to actually embark on.”

He urged development partners and donors to also 
invest in government workers by providing fellowship 
to workers on a rota�onal basis so that experiences 
garnered will go a long way in changing and reshaping 
the a�tude of workers for the good of the health 
system.

“Government can’t do it alone and when we have 
strong partners like the United States Centre for 
Disease Control (USCDC), it goes a long way in helping 
us achieve all the things we like to achieve.”

Responding, the USCDC Ac�ng Director for Global 
Immuniza�on Division, Dr. John Vertefeuille said the 
request to get GAVI to speed up the provision of devices 
to Nigeria such as the topv is a welcome development 
as it is effec�ve in responding to cVDPV2, adding that 
Pakistan and Afghanistan had used it to make incredible 
progress simultaneously on Type1 and Type2 cases. 
 
He disclosed that there are not too many topv in the 
world today and that they did not buy much because 
African countries ini�ally didn’t want to use it.

He said the USCDC has just agreed to order motpv but 
that it won’t be available un�l November. 

He therefore urged the Execu�ve Director to make a 
request sooner than later for Nigeria to be considered.

On fellowship for staff, he said it is a great idea, adding 
that “I am very op�mis�c that in the next year, we are 
gonna see those kinds of  opportuni�es opening here 
again and I will take back this idea of what it would look 
like to have a fellowship plan and partnership with 
NPHCDA and NCDC.”

By Othman Alaga

The Federal Government has on Wednesday 2nd March 
2022 taken delivery of 859,600 doses of AstraZeneca 
vaccines from the government of Japan, including 175 
Solar Direct Drive Refrigerators.

The handover ceremony took place at the premises of 
the Na�onal Primary Health Care Development Agency 
(NPHCDA) Abuja.

Dr Shuaib applauded the efforts made by Japan 
government, saying, “On behalf of the Federal 
Government and people of Nigeria, I want to sincerely 
appreciate the Government and people of Japan for this 
support to Nigeria at the �me it is most needed.”

He added that the dona�on bolsters the global effort to 
defeat the coronavirus pandemic and demonstrates the 
ongoing commitment of the global community to 
ensuring Nigeria receives the vaccines it needs.

The Execu�ve Director expressed gra�tude par�cularly 
on the Solar Direct Drive Refrigerators, saying, “We 
have since deployed the refrigerators to 24 states of the 
federa�on based on vaccine coverage, equity and 
making sure we reach the last mile.”

He said Nigeria has con�nued to push through the odds, 
and today, 17,914,944 eligible persons have been 
vaccinated with the first dose of the COVID-19 vaccines, 
represen�ng 16 percent of the eligible popula�on 
targeted for vaccina�on in Nigeria.

 He assured that the NPHCDA would con�nue to work 
with cri�cal stakeholders and other relevant agencies 
to be�er the health system.

"We are con�nuing to work with stakeholders, partners 
and communi�es to ensure an inclusive campaign that 
stems from the transparency and accountability 
principles of the Federal Government. We have 
op�mized our service delivery, communica�on, 
accountability, logis�cs, electronic management of 

Dr. John Vertefeuille and Dr. Faisal Shuaib during 

the visit.Dr. John Vertefeuille and Dr. Faisal Shuaib 

during the visit.
Japan Donates Over 800,000 Doses of AstraZeneca 

Vaccines to Nigeria
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Delivering his speech, the Japanese Ambassador to 
Nigeria, Matsunaga Kazuyoshi, said, “The rapid spread 
of the Omicron variant of the coronavirus has reminded 
us of the importance of suppor�ng the global fight 
against COVID-19 in developing countries, including 
Africa. It is very important to know that no one is safe 
un�l everyone is safe.”

He said, "To support the fight against COVID-19, the 
Japanese Prime Minister has announced that 10 million 
vaccines will be provided for Africa through COVAX. This 
is the first Japanese vaccine to arrive in Sub-Saharan 
Africa," he said.

He added that Japan’s dona�on of 175 Solar Direct Drive 
Refrigerators at $2.5 million is aimed at boos�ng the 
vaccina�on strategy of the government of Nigeria, 
stressing, “We want to ensure that Nigeria achieves 
herd immunity in no distant �me.”

In his speech, the World Health Organiza�on (WHO) 
Country Representa�ve in Nigeria, Dr. Walter Mulombo, 
said, “Today marks one year since the first COVID-19 
vaccine arrived in Nigeria. This dona�on by the 
Government of Japan will help Nigeria achieve its target 
of vaccina�ng 70 per cent of the eligible popula�on by 
June this year. Let me emphasize that COVID-19 is not 
yet over. We have seen that every four to five months, a 
new variant is emerging, and taking advantage of 
unimmunised popula�ons. We need to stop that cycle 
and COVID-19 vaccina�on is the way to overcome it.”

The UNICEF Country Representa�ve, Peter Hawkins, 
who was represented by the Chief of Staff of the Agency, 
Dr Eduardo Celedes, observed that "NPHCDA has been 
remarkable over the last year and half,” adding that “The 
dona�ons from the Japanese Government will make a 
difference at the federal and state levels in terms of the 
capacity to administer and store the vaccines.”

By Dr Opeyemi Osibogun

                                   
Dr Abdullahi Bulama Garba, Director of Planning, 
Research and Sta�s�cs

Dr. Garba was born 
on 14th April 1964 
to the family of late 
Bulama Garba at 
Doleri  Vi l lage in 
Kirikasamma LGA of 
the then Kano State 
(now Jigawa state). 

He a�ended Doleri 
and Dawakin Kudu 
Science Secondary 
schools for primary 
a n d  s e c o n d a r y 
e d u c a � o n , 
respec�vely, a�er 

which he proceeded to Bayero University Kano in 1985 
and completed an MBBS degree at the University of 
Ilorin in 1992.

Under the employment of Aminu Kano Teaching 
Hospital (AKTH) and being the first Resident Doctor in 
the Department of Community Medicine, he was 
sponsored for a residency training at Ahmed Bello 
University, Department of Community Medicine from 
1995 to 1999 and returned to AKTH as Senior Registrar 1 
a�er passing part 1 Fellowship Examina�ons and got his 
proposal for part 2 approved by the West African 
College of Physicians (WACP).

He got employed by the defunct Na�onal Programme 
on Immuniza�on  (NPI) in January 2000 and was posted 
to Kano as ac�ng Zonal Coordinator in charge of the 
seven states in the North-West zone of the country. 

From March 2001 to April 2004, he worked at the 
Headquarters as the first Na�onal Focal Point for 
Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus Elimina�on and by 
2005, he was posted to Minna as the substan�ve Zonal 
Coordinator for the North-Central zone in charge of the 
six states and FCT. In February 2010, he was redeployed 
to Kano as Zonal Coordinator following the merger of 
NPI and NPHCDA where he worked �ll April 2016. 

Since then, he has been heading the Department of 
Planning Research and Sta�s�cs  (PRS) as Ac�ng 
Director and got confirmed as substan�ve Director PRS 
in March 2020. 

During the NPI days, he worked in 36 states and FCT with 
a footprint in 401 LGAs focusing on polio eradica�on and 
nonpolio SIAs (NPSIAs).

He has a�ended several courses na�onally and 
interna�onally. They include the flagship course on 
Health Financing at World Bank Group headquarters in 
2012 in Washington DC, leadership course at London 

The AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine and Solar Direct 
Drive Refrigerators.
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Corporate Trainings (LCT) at Hermersmith in 2015.

He also a�ended the World Health Assembly mee�ng 
at Geneva in 2004, 2017, 2018 and 2019 as well as 
WHO Execu�ve Board mee�ngs in 2017 and 2018 and 
the WHO Regional Commi�ee mee�ngs at Brazzaville 
(twice), Victoria falls in Zimbabwe and Dakar in 
Senegal. 

He was also in Thailand, Malaysia, India (twice), Niger 
Republic and Kenya for interna�onal conferences and 
seminars on vaccine-preventable diseases and 
immuniza�on. 

Dr. Garba received several awards and recogni�ons 
from professional and socioeconomic associa�ons.

By Dr Opeyemi Osibogun

Malam Idris Bello, Outgoing Director Special Du�es

Malam Bello started his 
career with the Federal 
Ministry of Labour in 
April 1986 and rose to 
the posi�on of Senior 
Labour Officer in 1993.

He worked briefly with 
the Central Bank of 
Nigeria as Assistant 
M a n a g e r  b e t w e e n 
1993 and 1996. He later 

j o i n e d  t h e  d e f u n c t  N a � o n a l  P ro g ra m  o n 
Immuniza�on (NPI) in 2000 as Chief Administra�ve 
Officer and rose to the posi�on of Director in March 
2020. The Programme merged with the Na�onal 
Primary Health Care Development Agency in 2007.

He graduated from Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, 
with a B.SC (Hons) degree in 1984 and later obtained a 
Master's degree in Public Administra�on from the 
University of Ilorin.

He worked diligently in establishing a proper 
administra�ve structure, especially the registry 
system in the defunct NPI. He also pioneered the 
establishment of structured training calendars for the 
Agency. He pioneered the implementa�on of the 
policy of cashless fuelling and maintenance of the 
Agency fleet of cars. The comprehensive renova�on 
of  the headquarters  and annex bui ld ings, 
establishment and equipping of the state offices all 

happened under his supervision amongst other 
responsibili�es. 

Malam Idris Bello re�red as the Director of Special 
Du�es in February 2022 and is greatly missed by not 
only the staff in his Directorate but the Agency at 
large. We wish him a splendid journey ahead.

By Umar Ishaq Usman

The cordial working rela�onship that exists between 
the staff and management of the Na�onal Primary 
Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) has 
been a�ributed to transparent and good leadership 
exhibited by the execu�ve commi�ee of the Medical 
and Health Workers Union of Nigeria (MHWUN), 
NPHCDA Branch.

Execu�ve Director/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib 
made this known while declaring open the first-
quarter North-Central Conference of Ter�ary Health 
Ins�tu�ons Consulta�ve Forum at the Conference 

nd
Hall of the Agency, Wednesday, 2  March 2022.

He said, “The leadership has displayed maturity and 
pa�ence. They have been doing a lot of great work to 
make sure that we are all on the same page.”

On skipping for staff, the Execu�ve Direc�ve assured 
that once approval has been given for a process to be 
implemented then it would be implemented. “For 
me,  in  pr inc ip le ,  I  have  no problem with 
implemen�ng the skipping, but I also don’t want a 
situa�on where I am the one who is held accountable 
if it is not properly implemented”

He added, “I will not sleep. I will not rest if the rights of 
any worker are trampled upon. Whether it is at the 
management level or the lowest level. Skipping 
provides an opportunity for people to earn what they 
have worked for; it is not a bonus and if people have 
worked then they should be paid.”

To this end, Dr. Shuaib charged both the union and 
Administra�on and Human Resource Department of 
the Agency to work assiduously to make skipping an 
issue of the past.

He assured that before the end of March 2022 the 
agency should be able to implement skipping for its 
staff in order to further provide be�er working 
condi�ons necessary for the a�ainment of the 

MEET OUR DIRECTOR 
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ED Lauds Harmonious Working Rela�onship with 

MHWUN



mandates of NPHCDA.

He encouraged MHWUN to con�nue to work diligently 
towards improving primary healthcare service delivery 
in Nigeria.

He assured that the management of NPHCDA is 
completely and solidly behind the union on decisions 
that it will like the management to align behind.

In a welcome address, the Chairman, Medical and 
Health Workers Union of Nigeria, NPHCDA branch, 
C o m ra d e  K i n g s l ey  G a i ya  a� r i b u te d  a l l  t h e 
achievements recorded by the union thus far to the 
support and mentorship of the awards-winning 
Execu�ve Director/CEO, Dr. Faisal Shuaib.

Comrade Gaiya said the memories of the Execu�ve 
Director will forever remain indelible in the minds of 
the staff of the NPHCDA because of his leadership style 
that takes very seriously accountability, transparency, 
probity, and above all fear of God.

He said as an innova�ve leader, Dr. Shuaib has 
challenged the union to be a financially independent 
body, and today, MWHUN, NPHCDA has commissioned 
and is running public toilets where it is genera�ng funds 
for the conducts of its numerous ac�vi�es.

He appreciated the Execu�ve Director for inspiring and 
mo�va�ng workers in the agency through the provision 
of an enabling working environment and good welfare, 
a  gesture  that  has  resonated  in  numerous 
achievements, including the successful rollout of the 
COVID-19 vaccina�on campaign in the country and 
successful response to outbreaks of other vaccine-
preventable diseases.

Comrade Gaiya said the Execu�ve Director has 
successfully revived the annual PHC games where staff 
from the 6 zonal offices converge and compete for 
laurels. This, he maintained is further enhancing the 
social coherence needed for any organiza�on to 
func�on very well and achieve its mandates by making 
workers sound in mind and physically fit to perform 

their respec�ve tasks.

On the annual produc�vity award, Comrade Gaiya said 
the ceremony is very unique under Dr. Shuaib “because 
you must be qualified before you will be selected to be 
given an award by the management. This has touched 
the lives of staff to increase produc�vity in the agency. 
Some were even sponsored abroad as a result of the 
category of award they received.”

He disclosed that the Execu�ve Director has 
inaugurated a commi�ee to look into the possibility of 
improving salaries of workers in the agency and that in 
December 2020, the union got circular for skipping and 
when the ma�er got to the Execu�ve Director, he 
quickly a�ended to it by giving his approval.

He pleaded with the Execu�ve Director to help fast 
track the implementa�on of skipping for workers in the 
agency.

On his part, the MHWUN, FCT Council, Comrade 
Shanabo Abubakar appreciated the ED for the support 
accorded the union and prayed to God to crown Dr. 
Shuaib the next Minister of Health.

By Umar Ishaq Usman

The exit of Alhaji Idris Bello from the service of the 
Na�onal Primary Health Care Development Agency 
(NPHCDA) as the Director of Special Du�es has been 
described as a large void that cannot be filled given his 
commitment and loyalty to the service of humanity and 
country.

Speaking at the send forth and birthday ceremony of 
the outgoing Director of Special Du�es, the Execu�ve 
Director, Na�onal Primary Health Care Development 
Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal Shuaib said the celebrant is 
the kind of man you will want to have as a friend, a 
wingman you can rely on.

Dr. Shuaib said, “If he says he can take care of 
something, you can go to bed because he will. He is the 
kind of man that can pick up your phone call at 2 am. 
There aren’t a lot of human beings that can say that 
about, but I can say this without a shadow of a doubt 
that Idris Bello is reliable, is a true friend.”

He further said “for me, it is a personal loss that he is 
leaving as a staff of the agency. The agency will con�nue 
to engage with the celebrant as he is  Mr. NPHCDA.

L – R: Comrade Aliyu Ibrahim, Financial Secretary, MHWUN, NPHCDA; 
Dr. Sam Obasi, NMA, NPHCDA chapter; Comrade Kingsley Gaiya, 

Chairman, MHWUN, NPHCDA; Dr. Faisal Shuaib, ED/CEO, NPHCDA, 
during the mee�ng

Director Special Du�es Bows out in Grand Style
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He thanked the celebrant for stabilizing and mentoring 
the newly created ‘delivery unit’, an effort that had 
improved service delivery.

Dr. Shuaib thanked Alhaji Bello for the support, good 
work, mentorship and prayed to God to bless the 
celebrant numerously as he bows out from the service.
Also, Director, Primary Healthcare System, Dr. Nneka 
Onwu said the celebrant is a very good friend, a strong 
supporter of the Execu�ve Director and all the things 

that the agency stands for. She wished Alhaji Bello the 
best in all his future endeavours.

Director, Logis�cs and Health Commodi�es, Hajiya 
Kubura Darara said the agency will be missing him and 
wished him Allah’s guidance, protec�on, and happy 
re�rement.

Director, Research, Planning and Sta�s�cs, Dr. A. D. 
Garba Bulama said he is going to miss a friend, brother 
who is very jovial, hearty, cheerful, dedicated, 
disciplined, and a goal-ge�er

Director, Advocacy and Communica�ons, Ac�ng 
Director Special Du�es, Director, Audit and a host of 
others present at the occasion eulogized the celebrant 
as a warm, disciplined, hardworking persona who will 
be missed in the agency.

The high point of the event was the presenta�on of a 
gi� to the celebrant and cu�ng of Birthday Cake.

.

The celebrant Mr. Idris Bello with the ED, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, 

and management staff during the celebra�on.
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From Le�: The Execu�ve Director/ Chief Execu�ve Officer, Na�onal Primary Health 
Care Development Agency, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, The Honorable Minister of Health, Dr. 

Osagie Ehanire, His Imperial Majesty, Chairman Southwest Tradi�onal Leader's 
Commi�ee on PHC Delivery, Ooni of Ife, Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, during the 

Inaugura�on of Southwest Tradi�onal Leader's Commi�ee on PHC Delivery held 
02nd September, 2021 at the Palace of Oni Ife.
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Par�cipants at the North-West Zone PHC and COVID-19 Vaccina�on Review 

Mee�ng in Sokoto.

Group photograph with the ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib and the 

CEO, Connected Development, Malam Hamza Lawal [middle] at the signing 

ceremony of MoU between the Agency and Connected Development.

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Enugu State Deputy Governor, Mrs. Cecelia 

Lolo Ezeilo, [middle] and others during the South-East Zone PHC and 

COVID-19 Vaccina�on Review Mee�ng in Enugu.

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib in a handshake with the 
Ambassador to the European Union (EU), Samuela Isopi during the 

handover ceremony of the J&J COVID-19 vaccine donated by the European 
Union.

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA delivering his address at the launching of the single 

dose J&J vaccine in Abuja on 22nd  February 2022.

Hon. Minister of Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire launching the single dose J&J 

vaccine on 22nd February 2022.

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA presen�ng a gi� to the Sokoto State Governor, His 

Excellency Aminu Waziri Tambuwal North during the courtesy to the 

Governor sat the Government House, Sokoto on 8th February 2022.

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib delivering his speech during the 

courtesy visit to the Sultan’s palace Sokoto.

PhotoSpeak
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