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humanity.
Dr. Iya called on the re rees of the agency to make
available in whatever capacity their God-given wealth of
experience to the agency whenever the need arises.
On his part, the Execu ve Director, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal
Shuaib appreciated and commended the eﬀorts by all
staﬀ towards the realiza on of the mandates of the
agency.
“There is no agency that comes close to the work that you
guys are doing, and it is not just about what I am seeing
but also what I have heard. I have heard it from many
ministers. I have heard it from many Permanent
Secretaries. I have also heard from ordinary Nigerians that
we do not work like we are a government agency. We work
like we are in the private sector.”
He added, “Every me we go and do something, we do it
be er than other government agencies and it is not
because of the people at the management level, it is
because of ordinary staﬀ like you that go to the ﬁeld and
toil night and day. Any me NPHCDA has a presenta on, I
don’t worry because, at the end of the day, our
presenta ons come out tops.”
In terms of the work that the agency does, Dr. Shuaib
stated that “the recent MICS/NICS survey indicated that
despite the impact of the pandemic, our rou ne
immuniza on s ll con nued to rise. From 33%, we hit
71% and we will keep going.”
While congratula ng the award winners for pu ng in
good and exemplary work, the Execu ve Director charged
other staﬀ to up their eﬀorts, adding that “just because
you don’t get an award today does not mean we are not
watching and seeing the work that you are doing”.
“Every man has his day and I believe that one day, it will be
your day to come on this stage and win an award for all of
the hard work that you have done,” he added.
Earlier in his opening remark, Director, Administra on and
Human Resources, Mr. Ahmad Okyara said the annual
award ceremony, though coming this late due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, is aimed at mo va ng and ins lling
the spirit of healthy compe on amongst staﬀ leading to
work output and produc vity in the agency.

He congratulated the awardees and charged them to see
the accolade as a sign of encouragement and apprecia on
for the good work that they are pu ng in.
Speaking on behalf of partners, Mr. Sidney Sampson of
Sydani Group said, “For the partners, working with
Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
con nues to be an exci ng, and inspiring journey, and
each me we work with the agency, we see a diﬀerent
en ty, not a normal government body.”
According to him, “The dedica on to work by the agency’s
staﬀ, the commitment, the drive is unrivalled. What we
see working with all of you, every day that we sit together
in mee ngs at diﬀerent levels is very inspiring.”
He added that “ The Sydani Group and all the
development partners remain steadfast in our
commitment to support the actualiza on of the agency’s
great vision and working with the agency to ensure that
primary healthcare development in Nigeria is achieved
and sustained.”
Also, Chairman, Medical and Health Workers Union of
Nigeria, NPHCDA, Branch, Comrade Kinsley Gaiya
commended the leadership style of Dr. Shuaib, saying
“the agency is having the best working environment so far
as an agency, and the best-organized in the produc vity
awards.”
He stressed that under the leadership of Dr. Shuaib,
members of staﬀ of the agency are enjoying good and
appreciable welfare a en on leading to a harmonious
working rela onship that is transla ng into an increase in
produc vity.
The high point of the occasion was the presenta on of
awards to the deserving NPHCDA staﬀ and the cu ng of
the cake for re ring workers.

NPHCDA Holds Na onal PHC Summit, Evolves
Strategies to Strengthen System
By Catherine Gomwalk & Umar Ishaq Usman

He appreciated the contribu ons of the re ring staﬀ of
the agency towards the a ainment of the goals of
NPHCDA and prayed to God to grant them long life and
good health to enjoy their re rement.

The Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
(NPHCDA) in collabora on with the Federal Ministry of
Health has held a two-day Primary Health Care Summit
from Thursday 24th to Friday the 25th, March 2022 with
the theme: Re-Imagining Primary Health Care: Evolving a
Resilient Pla orm for Achieving Our Na onal and Global
Health Goals in the Peri-COVID-19 Era.

Mr. Okyara also thanked development partners for
contribu ng immensely to the growth and development
of Nigeria’s health sector.

The Summit, held at the Interna onal Conference Centre,
Abuja, drew a total of 1,063 par cipants made up of
government func onaries at federal, state, and local
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levels, members of the Na onal Assembly and na onal
development partners, private sector players, academia,
tradi onal and religious leaders, philanthropists,
professional associa ons, civil society organiza ons, and
other cri cal stakeholders.
The Summit, which was declared open by the Vice
President, Professor Yemi Osinbajo, discussed the poor
quality of Primary Health Care (PHC) services, gross
underfunding, human resource gaps, limited
partnerships, inadequate community engagement and
par cipa on, neglect of social determinants of health,
poor u liza on of evidence for decision making, and
gaps in leadership and governance as factors milita ng
against eﬀec ve PHC service delivery.
According to the communique issued at the end of the
summit, while physical access to PHC facili es is not a
major problem, ﬁnancial access remains a major barrier
to accessing PHC services.
It is further observed that poor service integra on,
absence of a func onal referral system, hitherto neglect
of the community component of PHC, stock-outs of
medicines and other health commodi es, poor
infrastructure, and poor a tude of healthcare workers
are factors that signiﬁcantly limit the quality of care
provided in PHC facili es.
These, according to the communique, have contributed
to the loss of public conﬁdence in the system resul ng in
poor demand for the PHC services and recourse to higher
levels of care and the private sector for primary care
needs.
It observed that PHC is characterized by gross
underfunding, overdependence on the public sector and
donor funding, and alloca ve and technical ineﬃciencies,
saying the government alloca on to the health sector at
less than 5% of the budgetary alloca on is a far cry from
the Abuja Declara on of 15%.
It is further observed that the ﬁnancial risk protec on
through social health insurance remains abysmally low
with out-of-pocket s ll accoun ng for more than 70% of
health expenditure and that this negates progress toward
Universal Health Coverage.
It also stressed the gross inadequacies in the quan ty,
quality, and distribu on of Human Resources for Health
(HRH) at the primary health care level, observing that only
22% of PHC facili es have the required HRH with
shortages being more pervasive for cri cal HRH like
midwives, and in rural areas, urban slums, and among
vulnerable popula ons where the needs are greatest.
Furthermore, cri cal stakeholders a er delibera ons at
the summit endorsed their commitments to strengthen
Nigeria’s Primary Health Care System for the good health
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The ED/CEO of NPHCDA Dr. Faisal Shuaib delivering his speech
at the summit

of the people.
The Nigeria Governors Forum (NGF) has pledged to
priori ze primary health care by collabora ng to
implement the Primary Health Care Leadership Challenge
Fund for the actualiza on of the Sea le Declara on to
build a be er health system and correct imbalances in the
funding of the diﬀerent levels of the health care system.
On their part, the Lawmakers at the Na onal Assembly
have commi ed to advocate an increase in Basic Health
Care Provision Fund (BHCPF) to 2% of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund (CRF) and that every er of government
should make the 2% contribu on to expand the ﬁscal
space for health.
As cri cal stakeholders, the Private Sector Health Alliance
of Nigeria (PSHAN) has commi ed to adop ng one
Primary Health Care Facility per Local Government Area
(LGA); a total of 774 PHC facili es. This commitment is to
upgrade the infrastructure, recruit the staﬀ and ensure a
sustainable supply of drugs and commodi es for 5 years.
To this end, the Dangote Founda on has commi ed to
adop ng a facility for each of the 44 LGAs of Kano State,
and the Aig-Imoukhuede Founda on adop ng 19 Health
facili es per LGA in Edo State and 4 others, whose loca on
would be decided by the Honourable Minister of Finance,
Budget and Na onal Planning. The es mated total
commitment of the Aig-Imokhuede Founda on amounts
to 2.6 billion Naira.
In addi on to this, Mr Aig Imoukhede on behalf of Herbert
Wigwe Founda on also commi ed to adop ng one PHC
for each of the 23 LGAs of Rivers State.
The erstwhile Execu ve Director of theNPHCDA, Prof.
Mohammed Pate on behalf of the Chigari Founda on
commi ed to adop ng one PHC in Misau LGA of Bauchi
State.
Speaking on behalf of development partners, the United
States Ambassador to Nigeria, Mary Beth Leonard gave
assurances of deepened and scaled up support to PHC

C development in the country, in line with their mandates,
and in alignment with the 4-point PHC transforma on
agenda as proﬀered by the Honourable Minister of
Health.
As gatekeepers of the society, tradi onal and religious
leaders also pledged that they would get to the
grassroots using their oﬃces to improve the demand
genera on of PHC services and promote community
par cipa on and acceptance of government health
policies with a view to strengthening Nigeria’s primary
healthcare system.
The Vice President Professor Yemi Osinbajo, the Minister
of Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire, and the Execu ve Director,
NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib pledged in their respec ve
speeches to con nue to see to the development of the
primary health care system to serve Nigerians be er.

PHC: FG Evolves 10-year Strategy to Improve
Service Delivery
By Umar Ishaq Usman
The Federal Government of Nigeria said it has evolved a
10-year strategy to bring an end to the weak primary
healthcare system in the country.
Minister of Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire made this known at
the World Press Conference organized by the Federal
Ministry of Health in collabora on with the Na onal
Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) in
Abuja, Tuesday 15th March 2022 in prepara on for the
Primary Health Care Summit.
He said, “We have evolved a 10-year strategy for reimagining PHC with a 4-point agenda for PHC
revitaliza on. The 4-point agenda include access and
service delivery of PHC revitaliza on; health promo on
and demand s mula on; programme delivery; and
ensuring the right enablers and capabili es are in place to
support the delivery. This will enable achievement of
Universal Health Coverage (UHC) and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).”
Dr. Ehanire disclosed that “Studies have shown that a
func onal PHC System, with strong programmes for
health educa on, disease preven on and health
promo on and within easy reach of communi es, takes
care of 70% of the na on’s disease burden. Taking care of
70% of the health needs increases the na on's
produc vity and Gross Domes c Product (GDP).”
He observed that “high disease burden and frequent
outbreaks are the results of our weak PHC system, which
reduces access to healthcare and not only causes our
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current high
out-of-pocket
expenditure on
health care of
about 70% but
is responsible
fo r
t h e
needlessly high
maternal and
child mortality,
The Minister of Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire
d eb ilit y,
addressing the Primary Health Care Summit a b s e n t e e i s m
World Press Conference on 15th March, 2022.
from work and
m u c h
suﬀering.”
To this end, the Minister said “I sought the coopera on of
stakeholders, to actualize the Alma Ata Declara on and
pursue the revitaliza on of the primary health care
system towards Universal Health Coverage (UHC) and
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The target of at
least one func onal primary health care centre per
poli cal ward was set as a policy to take basic health care
closer to the people, reduce catastrophic out-of-pocket
spending to ensure resources are freed up for other goods
and services, thereby improving overall health and
standards of living.”
He, therefore, drew the a en on of governments at
na onal and sub-na onal levels and the a en on of
Development Partners, Donors, Non-Governmental
Organiza ons, Civil Society Organiza ons and Nigerians to
the revitaliza on of the primary health care system to
meet the health needs of the ordinary ci zens
everywhere in Nigeria.
Dr. Ehanire maintained that primary health care is the
founda on of popula on health which must not be
allowed to deteriorate further for the growth and
development of the country.
He called on policy and decision-makers and inﬂuencers;
the private sector, philanthropists, health-oriented
businesses, PHC strengthening stakeholders in Nigeria
and Africa; and global, regional and the suppor ve media
to key into the ini a ve just as the support by Mr.
President has underscored government's commitment to
PHC revitaliza on.
While urging the media to promote the PHC Summit
among Nigerians and friends of Nigeria, the Minister used
the medium to commend the media for all the support
and commitment towards the improvement of the health
of the Nigerian people thus far.
Also speaking, the Execu ve Director/CEO, Na onal
Primary Health Care Development Agency, Dr. Faisal
Shuaib said transforming PHCs in Nigeria will dras cally

improve and expand primary health care across the
country.
H e st re s s e d t h at Re - I m a g i n i n g P H C w i l l b e
implemented by a historic coali on of private sector
leaders, interna onal agencies, and the government.
Dr. Shuaib said the outbreak of COVID-19 has exposed
the fragility of Nigeria’s primary health care system
alongside those of other developing countries across
the globe.
“The pandemic meant increased global interest and
scru ny of our health system, but here in Nigeria,
we’ve long known about the wide-reaching,
devasta ng problems and now, we are driving
through solu ons on a major scale,” he said.
He maintained that the transforma ve programme
is focused on primary health care because it is the
founda on and backbone of the country’s en re
health system.
The Execu ve Director noted with dismay that “128
of every 1,000 children under 5 in Nigeria die and
20% of global maternal deaths happen in Nigeria. It's
heartbreaking, and we must treat it as the
emergency it is.”
He said, “Through Re-imagining PHC, we will build
on our na onal experience ﬁgh ng COVID-19, Ebola,
Polio, and many other health challenges to
implemen ng long-overdue changes that will
transform the way health care is delivered in
Nigeria.”

Representa ve of UNICEF Country Representa ve, Dr.
Eduardo Celades urged all stakeholders to decide
wisely by inves ng in health to stop the over 200
children under 5 deaths every day and the almost 200
women deaths every day both from preventable
diseases.
“Investment in primary healthcare is the right decision.
It is what is going to respond to 90% of the popula on,
especially of women and children,” he said, adding,
“We want to congratulate and encourage you on that
path that we believe is going to lead to improved health
outcomes for children and women in Nigeria.”
Speaking on behalf of the organized private sector, Mr.
Aigboje Aig-Imoukhede, the Chairman of the AigImoukhede Founda on said the ﬁrst line of defence in
public health, which is the primary health care system
in Nigeria, is very weak.
“As a private sector player, I will tell you that in risk
management, the ﬁrst line of defence is the cheapest
and the best line of defence and if you use the second
and ter ary line of defence to boost your country or
your company, you will not be successful,” he said.
To this end, Mr. Aig-Imoukhede said the private sector
has resolved to have one func onal Primary Healthcare
Centre in all the 774 local government areas of Nigeria.
He assured that the government is not standing alone
in this endeavour, it has the support and backing of the
organized private sector.

The Execu ve Director explained that Re-imaging
PHC is an ambi ous plan to work with a diverse
group of domes c and interna onal partners to
construct a grassroot network of quality primary
health care.

By Othman Alaga

“Fixing our primary health care is the most costeﬀec ve and realis c approach to saving and improving
millions of lives,” he said, adding that hundreds of
thousands of Nigerians die each year from treatable,
preventable causes due to a lack of adequate or
accessible primary health care services.

The Execu ve Director, Na onal Primary Health Care
Development Agency (NPHCDA) Dr. Faisal Shuaib said
the circula ng Variant Polio Virus type 2 (cVPV2) has
been a major concern and the greatest challenge the
country has faced in the Polio programme.

“We need to end this, we need to begin making radical
changes, now,” he stressed.

He made the statement during the 38th Expert Review
Commi ee (ERC) Mee ng on Polio eradica on and
rou ne immuniza on held on the 14th - 15th March
2022 at the Nigeria Air force NAF Conference Center,
Abuja.

Dr. Mary Boyd of the United States Centre for Disease
Control and Preven on (US CDC) said that strong
primary healthcare saves lives, saves economies and is
a founda on for making health systems work be er for
all people.
She assured Nigerians that the USCDC is in support of
PHC transforma on in Nigeria and called for equitable,
and aﬀordable care for all.
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cVPV2 Poses Serious Challenge to Nigeria Dr. Shuaib

He said "The cVPV2 has been a major concern at the last
ERC Mee ng and today the outbreak has snow-balled
to even greater propor ons to become one of the
greatest challenges the country has faced in the Polio
programme"

the detec on of the Wild Polio Virus in Malawi and that
it has become impera ve for the Expert Review
Commi ee to bring the Nigeria Polio Eradica on
programme on board to stop the cVPV2.
L-R: Prof. Akin Osibogun, Chairman Expert Review Commi ee,
Dr. Faisal Shuaib, Prof. Uzochukwu B., and Prof. Ejembi C. at
the mee ng..

He added, "The recent detec on of Wild Polio Virus
type 1 (WPV1) in Malawi in February and the WPV3
reported in Israel this March brings the challenge very
close to us, reinforcing the fact that it is not over un l it
is over. The report from Malawi indicates that we must
strengthen our system in order to avoid an outbreak of
WPV in Nigeria.”
He further said the 37th ERC had oﬀered guidance on
how to contain cVPV2 spread, which has unfortunately
now spread to 29 states of the federa on and the FCT.
Dr. Shuaib disclosed that one of the guidelines was the
use of the novel Oral Polio Vaccine (nOPV2) which has
been shown to be eﬀec ve in hal ng the spread of
cVPV2.
He said, "So far, all the 36 states and the FCT have
completed at least two rounds of nOPV2 vaccina ons,
18 states have completed at least four rounds of
nOPV2 outbreak response, 3 states have completed
three rounds while an addi onal 16 states have
completed at least two rounds of nOPV2 outbreak
response.”
The Execu ve Director observed that NPHCDA's
surveillance system has remained robust despite the
global COVID-19 pandemic which has a nega ve
impact on the health system.
"In 2020, our surveillance picked up and detected 22
cases of cVPV2. In 2021, 1027 cases, and in 2022, 11
cases were detected," he said.
Dr. Shuaib said the NPHCDA having in mind the
recommenda ons from the 37th ERC Mee ng in 2019,
has made appreciable progress in both rou ne
immuniza on and the control of cVPV2.
On his part, Professor Akin Osibogun, the current
chairman of the Experts Review Commi ee on Polio
Eradica on and Rou ne Immuniza on, lauded the
eﬀort of the previous Commi ee under the leadership
of Professor Oyewale Tomori in ge ng Nigeria
cer ﬁed Wild Polio Virus free.
Prof. Osibogun noted with dismay the challenge of
cVPV2, which according to him, has now been
compounded by the threat from the recent report on
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Observa ons, contribu ons and recommenda ons
were made by ERC members, among which is the
strengthening of the quality of outbreak responses
through advocacy at all levels.

ED Calls for Speedy Adop on of S.C.A.L.E.S.
2.0 in States
By Umar Ishaq Usman
The Execu ve Director, Na onal Primary Health Care
Development Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal Shuaib has
called on states in Nigeria to fast-track the adop on of
plans to integrate S.C.A.L.E.S 2.0 in their vaccina on
exercise with a view to interrup ng community spread
of COVID-19 and other vaccine-preventable diseases.
S.C.A.L.E.S 2.0 is an acronym for Service delivery,
where access to vaccines is expanded to places like
markets, parks, shopping malls, schools, mosques, and
Churches; risk Communica on to take campaigns and
a d vo c a c y to t h e d o o rste p s o f t h e p e o p l e ;
Accountability, Logis cs to ensure that vaccines get to
t h e g ra s s ro o t s , E l e c t ro n i c M a n a ge m e nt o f
I m m u n i za o n D ata ( E M I D ) , a n d S u p p o r ve
supervision.
Dr. Shuaib made the call during the COVID-19
vaccina on review mee ng with 10 states represented
by Honourable Commissioners of Health and Execu ve
Secretaries of State Primary Health Care Boards
(SPHCB) in Abuja on Thursday the 17th of March 2022.
According to him, “Today’s mee ng is about how we
sign a contract to work together as Commissioners and
Execu ve Secretaries, with the Na onal Primary
Health Care Development Agency, and that spirit will
be embodied in the work plan that we sign upon. This
mee ng is about how we take the next step of the
COVID-19 rollout, the S.C.A.L.E.S. 2.0 model,
recognizing that we are now in a diﬀerent phase where
vaccines are now available.”
The Execu ve Director said the country now has cold
chain equipment and vaccines with longer shelf life
and that this has given the agency the opportunity to
take several steps and plan adequately.
The ED while no ng that in the last year, NPHCDA
together with states had to make use of the few

vaccines
availabl
e in the
country
to try
a n d
interrup
t the
pande
m
i c ,
The ED/CEO of NPHCDA Dr. Faisal Shuaib addressing
stresse
the review mee ng.
d that
Nigeria
can now vaccinate its eligible popula on with Johnson
and Johnson (J&J) vaccines.
Dr. Shuaib urged states in the country not to lose sight of
the fact that there is the need to give second doses to
those that have taken AstraZeneca, Pﬁzer, and
Moderna.
He hinted that development partners and donors are
ready to render their support, especially in the area of
funding to states to deliver on plans presented and
adopted at the mee ng.
Representa ve of the United States Centre for Disease
Control, Dr. Mary Boyd said the discussion around how
to further integrate COVID-19 response, rou ne
immuniza on and other important primary healthcare
ac vi es is a welcome development and that the US
CDC will support states to do the needful.
Also lending his voice to the discussion, UNICEF Chief of
Health, Mr. Eduardo Celades said the COVID-19 is a
global crisis that has exposed health vulnerabili es of
health systems across the globe.
He charged states to make judicious use of resources
available to vaccinate the eligible popula on and also
contribute to the strengthening of the primary
healthcare system in the country.
The 10 states that par cipated and presented their
plans were Nasarawa, Yobe, Zamfara, Bauchi, Ogun,
Osun, Rivers, Anambra, Enugu, and Delta.

NPoPC Seeks Deeper Collabora on with NPHCDA
By Sani Oji
A delega on of the Na onal Popula on Commission
(NPoPC) has paid a courtesy visit to the Execu ve
Director of the Na onal Primary Health Care
Development (NPHCDA) Dr. Fasial Shuaib, seeking

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib (centre) and the NPoPC
Federal Commissioner, Dr. Ismail Lawal Suleiman [middle: in
white] with the other members of the delega on.

be er collabora on with the Agency, especially in the
area of integra ng birth registra on ac vi es into
immuniza on ac vi es in Nigeria.
The courtesy visit, which took place on 1st April 2022,
was led by Dr. Ismail Lawal Suleiman, a Federal
Commissioner at the commission.
In his speech, Dr. Suleiman recalled that at the 55th and
the 56th Na onal Council on Health mee ngs, the
council approved the ins tu onaliza on of births and
deaths in all health facili es with the assistance of the
health personnel and s pulated that the health
community and social mobiliza on teams should
advocate eﬀec vely at communi es, wards, LGAs, and
state levels to ensure that the births of all children are
registered.
He said the visit was aimed at rekindling the
commitment so as to improve the current low birth
registra on coverage, especially of the newborn and
under-5 popula on.
T h e c o l l a b o ra v e e ﬀo r t s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e
commissioner, centre on using the available structures
at primary health care facili es to capture unregistered
children during rou ne immuniza on sessions.
Dr. Suleiman lauded the NPHCDA for its innova ve
strategies to transform the primary health care system,
saying, "We have had the privilege of working with you
in the past and are quite pleased with your adopted
strategies. We are here once again to deepen the
collabora on and seek be er ways to reach every
unregistered child in Nigeria through the NPHCDA.”
In his remarks, Dr. Faisal Shuaib appreciated the NPoPC
for ﬁnding NPHCDA a worthy partner in its ongoing civic
registra on exercise. "I welcome this collabora on
wholeheartedly. And I hope this collabora on is
successful. There is no point in collabora ng par ally.
This issue of birth registra on is long-standing. This is a
problem for Nigeria, and we should be thinking of how
we can brainstorm and jointly ﬁx the problem."
The Execu ve Director observed that a comprehensive .

birth registra on system would help the ac vi es and
programmes of the Agency, adding, "I want to see a
situa on where civic registra on in Nigeria is ranked
the best in Africa."
He then directed that a commi ee from NPHCDA and
NPoPC be formed to come out with clear deliverables
and well-deﬁned roles and responsibili es for the two
bodies

Okposen and Elemuwa celebrate birthday
By Catherine Gomwalk & Alaga Othman
The Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
(NPHCDA) had a double celebra on on the 1st of April
2022.
The NPHCDA conference hall was full of excitement as
the staﬀ celebrated the Director, Disease Control and
Immuniza on, Dr. Bassey Okposen and the Ac ng
Director, Community Health Services (CHS), Dr Chris
Elemuwa, on their birthday.

Also, the Director Advocacy and Communica on, Ms
Eunice Damisa a ested to the fact that Dr. Bassey is
dedicated to his assigned tasks as she has been
privileged to work with him in the south-west zone
some years back.
She wished him the best on his special day. She also
described Dr. Chris as a jolly good fellow whom she also
worked with, and prayed for his success.
In his response, Dr Chris Elemuwa thanked the
Execu ve Director and the en re NPHCDA staﬀ for the
goodwill messages and wishes. He pledged more
dedica on to the Agency.

The Execu ve Director, NPHCDA, Dr Faisal Shuaib, while
speaking at the event described the Directors as
hardworking and dedicated to their du es, saying Dr
Bassey signiﬁes the kind of sacriﬁce and commitment
that is expected at the Agency.

Dr. Bassey Okposen also thanked the Execu ve Director
and the NPHCDA staﬀ for the privilege and honour
given to him.

He said “Dr. Bassey represents the DNA of NPHCDA - he
is a workhorse” and encouraged him to keep up the
good work.

He appreciated the Execu ve Director for his guidance
which has made him more produc ve and commended
his kind support and that of the en re staﬀ.

Dr. Shuaib said Dr. Chris Elemuwa has been able to
demonstrate greatness in discharging his du es and he
has been able to deliver whatever task that has been
assigned to him.

He explained that the Agency has a lot of challenges,
but with teamwork and commitment, the Agency will
overcome and achieve its mandate.

He applauded Dr. Chris for “stepping into the boots” as
Ac ng Director of Community Health Services and
doing a great job of it.
He also expressed his profound gra tude to both
D irec to rs fo r t h eir u nﬂ in c h in g s u p p o r t a n d
contribu ons to the Agency.
Dr. Nneka Onwu, Director, Primary Health Care Systems
Development (PHCSD), described the celebrants as
hardworking individuals and encouraged them to keep
up the good work.
The Director Logis cs and Health Commodi es, Hajiya
Kubura Daradara wished both celebrants a happy
birthday and all the best in their endeavours.
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Highlights of the celebra on were the presenta on of
gi s, cu ng of the cake and a toast to long life and good
health in honour of the celebrants.
Earlier, on Friday 18th March 2022, the staﬀ of the DCI
department organized a birthday celebra on to rejoice
with Dr. Bassey Okposen in his oﬃce.
The event witnessed a surprise visit by the Execu ve
Director, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, who wish the celebrant more
frui ul years ahead.
The DCI staﬀ eulogized the celebrant for showing
leadership by example at all mes. They also prayed
for him to count more rewarding years ahead and
wished him well.

MEET OUR DIRECTOR
By Opeyemi Osibogun

Mr. Ahmed Okyara, Director, Administra on and
Human Resources

Mr. Ahmed Okyara, Director, Administra on and
Human Resources
Mr. Okyara is a Sociologist and a seasoned
Administrator. He has several years’ experience in
Human Resource Management and Administra on. He
holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Sociology from
the pres gious Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria in 1988.
Mr. Okyara started his career as a State Welfare Oﬃcer
in Mangu Local Government Area of Plateau State from
1990 to 1996 and con nued as a State Welfare Oﬃcer
in Nasarawa State between 1996 and 2003. He became
the Director, Administra on and Supplies in Nasarawa
State Hospitals Management Board from 2008 to 2011.
He has also served as Director, Administra on and
Supplies in the State Ministry of Jus ce between 2011
and 2013, the State Ministry of Agriculture and Water
Resources from 2013 to 2016.
He was the Director, Internal Aﬀairs in the Oﬃce of the
Secretary to the Government of Nasarawa State on
Grade level 16 with the Nasarawa State Government
un l 2019 when he joined the Na onal Primary Health
Care Development Agency.
Mr. Ahmed Okyara was appointed the Director,
Administra on and Human Resource in March 2021, a
posi on he holds to date.

Dr. Adefunke Adesope, Director South West Zone
Dr. Adesope is a public health consultant with a
background in dental surgery. She started her public
health career with the Na onal Programme on
Immuniza on in the North-West Zone. She has worked
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in diﬀerent parts of Nigeria before ﬁnally going to the
South-West zone. She was the head of monitoring and
evalua on in the Planning Research and Sta s cs (PRS)
department, the head of non-communicable diseases

Dr. Adefunke Adesope, Director, South West Zone

in Community Health Services (CHS) department, and
the head of the technical unit in the zone
.
She has a Master’s Degree in Public Health and
Psychology from the University of Lagos and
cer ﬁcates in Performance-Based Financing, Health in
Humanitarian Crisis and Leadership and Management
in Health and Community Development from Sina
Health Interna onal, London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, University of Washington and
Coady Ins tute in Canada, respec vely.
She is ac vely involved in the successes of NPHCDA
programmes in all the states in the South-West zone.
She coordinates the training and retraining of primary
health care workers in the zone, monitors the health
indices of the states in the zone and intervenes
promptly to prevent disease outbreaks. The SouthWest zone has enviable health indices due to the
eﬀorts of the zonal oﬃce which she leads.

INTERVIEW
I’ve Always Tried to Understand My ED’s
Instruc ons - Daradara
Hajiya Kubura Daradara, the Director of Logis cs and
Health Commodi es at the Na onal Primary
Healthcare Development Agency (NPHCDA), is the
winner of the Agency’s 2021 Produc vity Award as
the Best Director. A leading expert in developing and
implemen ng best prac ce supply chain func ons in
Global Health, she has a wealth of experience in
large-scale community health strategy, strategic
planning and development.
Indeed, Hajiya Kubura Daradara has in the past 20
years been promo ng the use of data for evidencebased decision-making for supply chain excellence

and building resilient supply chains. She has, among
other things, secured funding to bridge cold chain
gaps in Nigeria to improve equity and access to
rou ne immuniza on and most recently secured $25
Million for ultra-cold chain equipment in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic cold chain needs. These feats
are obviously part of the key to her winning the
coveted prize. She speaks more on this.
NPHCDA Newsle er: Can you introduce yourself to
our esteem readers?
Hajiya Kubura Daradara: My name is Kubura
Daradara. Married with three children. I am presently
the Director of Logis cs and Health Commodi es.
How does it feel working at NPHCDA?
Intellectually rewarding. NPHCDA is blessed with a
highly intelligent team of professionals, with a team
leader of uncommon insight and passion for service to
humanity. There is of course easy friendly rela onship
all around.
What is the nature of your rela onship with the
other Directors and staﬀ in the agency?
As I said, the NPHCDA team is very professional. It is
easy to work with people who know what they are
doing, the Directors or not. When you overlay this
with the kind disposi on of most staﬀ… I will say it has
been an enjoyable rela onship all around.
As Director of Logis cs and Health Commodi es, you
work with diﬀerent na onals, how do you cope with
Development Partners and Donors?
Mutual respect and mutual understanding of our
shared goals with respect to the quest for Universal
Health Coverage for the Nigerian populace have been
the guiding principles in our rela onships. Both
partners and donors bring some things to the table
which are supposed to be value-adding. It is
some mes my responsibility to oﬀer guidance based
on my more in-depth knowledge of the environment,
but this has never been a cause for misunderstanding.
The inputs of the partners and donors remain highly
appreciated.
You have been awarded as the “Best Director” ahead
of others, what are you doing diﬀerently that earned
you this meritorious recogni on?
I have always tried to clearly understand my Execu ve
Director’s instruc ons and the usual clarity of vision
guiding the instruc ons. I have also always ensured
that I translate his instruc ons as clearly as possible to
my very reliable team for execu on. It is gra fying to
note that all of this translated into my team being
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adjudged the best. Can you have a “Best Director”
without the best team?
How will you encourage other staﬀ in the agency as
an award-winning Director?
Be focused, be dedicated. PHC work is a calling. Value
self-improvement and be loyal to cons tuted
authority. Then pray for God’s grace in all that you do.
Any regrets working for the government?
None!
What would you have done if not working for the
government?
I would have opened an educa onal ins tu on
because I like passing on knowledge.

Do you care to share with your readers your plans for
re rement?
I would like to take some me oﬀ to rest. I leave
everything in God’s hand for him to guide my next
steps in life.
Any last words?
NPHCDA is currently on a trajectory that promises to
establish her name as a best-of-the-class PHC Agency
globally. This is due to a mix of visionary leadership
and willingness and capacity to be well led by the
NPHCDA team. It is my hope that this will con nue.

Hajiya Kubura Daradara, Director of Logis cs and Health
Commodi es.

Winners of the 2021 NPHCDA Produc vity
Awards as the Best Staﬀ
1.

North East Zone
a.
Aminu Mohammed Naiya – Winner

a.
b.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Ibrahim Abdullahi Jiya – 1st Runner Up
Elizabeth Mohammed – 2nd Runner Up

South East Zone
a.
E m Friday – Winner
b. Hycinth Udeﬁ – 1st Runner Up
c.
Chukwunwendu Maduka. 2nd Runner Up
North West Zone
a.
Ibrahim Usman – Winner
b. Mar na Ali – 1st Runner Up
c.
Musa Dalhatu – 2nd Runner Up
North Central Zone
a.
Fatola Beatrice Olajumoke – Winner
b. Bala Mohammed – 1st Runner Up
c.
Katun Hussaini Hamidu 2nd Runner Up
South-South Zone
c.
Oresanwo Abiola Adeola – Winner
d. Ipinlaye Sunday – 1st Runner Up
e. Akpan Idorenyi – 2nd Runner Up
South West Zone
a.
Adeoye Adetunji – Winner
b. Adeolu Adekunle – 1st Runner Up
c.
Abel Ogunbakin – 2nd Runner Up
Administra on and Human Resource
a.
Okoh Blessing – Winner
b. Umar Ali Umar – 1st Runner Up
c.
Yakubu Haruna Mshelbwala – 2nd Runner
Up
Internal Audit
a.
Oke Adunni Olayemi – Winner
b. Albert John Udeh – 1st Runner Up
c.
Alice Olotu – 2nd Runner Up
Finance and Accounts
a.
Sylvanus Ombugadu – Winner
b. Adejumo Adeola – 1st Runner Up
c.
Peace Ebere Nwaiwu – 2nd Runner Up

11 NPHCDA NEWSLETTER

10. Special Du es
a.
Rabi Ahmed Abubakar – Winner
b. Abdulmajid Abubakar – 1st Runner Up
c.
Mike Anya – 2nd Runner Up
11. Execu ve Director’s Oﬃce
a.
Dr. Garba Bakunawa – Winner
b. Abubakar Usman – 1st Runner Up
c.
Dr. Amina Abdullahi – 2nd Runner Up
12. Logis cs and Health Commodi es
a.
Hauwa Tense – Winner
b. Dr. Bello Yahaya – 1st Runner Up
c.
Tochukwu Azubuike – 2nd Runner Up
13. Disease Control and Immuniza on
a.
Dr. Ismail Salihu – Winner
b. Taiwo Adebesin – 1st Runner up
c.
Dr. Adejoke Kolawole – 2nd Runner Up
14. Community Health Services
a.
Dr. Zahara Umar Zambuk – Winner
b. Chukwudi Anyim – 1st Runner Up
c.
Cletus Ameh – 2nd Runner Up
15. Planning, Research and Sta s cs
a.
Omawumi Daibo – Winner
b. Ijeoma Onuoha – 1st Runner Up
c.
Nurudeen Bashir – 2nd Runner Up
16. Primary Health Care System Development
a. Garnvwa Hyeladzirah – Winner
b. Gladys Onyeje – 1st Runner Up
c. Khadijah Ishola 2nd Runner Up
17. Advocacy and Communica ons
a.
Abdullahi Sani Oji – Winner
b.
Okon Aniema Sylvester – 1st Runner
Up
c.
Bulama Ummal-Fadal – 2nd Runner
Up

18. Best Driver
a.
Osabuohien Godwin – Winner
b. Joseph Audu – 1st Runner Up
c.
Muhammed Lawal – 2nd Runner Up
19. Agency’s overall Best Staﬀ
1st. Amaka Nwabufo
2nd. Hauwa Tense
3rd. Omotomiwa Fabilola
20. Best Director
Kubura Daradara

Agency (NPHCDA) 2021 Annual PHC Games with overall
medals.
While declaring the event open, the chairman of the
sports event of NPHCDA, Mr. Ganiyu Salau said the idea
behind the sports event was to bring unity among the
staﬀ and to also build team spirit and team bonding.
According to him, the event was meant for the staﬀ to
unwind and dine; to socialize.
He said, "There are 9 categories of the game as follows;
1. Football only for men, 2. Volleyball for both males
and females, 3. Long Tennis, 4. Table Tennis, 5. Athle cs,
6. Walk Race, 7. Sack Race, 8. Egg Race, and 9. Tug of
war.”
In his remarks, the World Health Organiza on WHO
Country Representa ve Dr. Walter Mulombo said he
was happy to join the NPHCDA staﬀ in this historic
sports compe on and urged them to keep the spirit
for this was the way to go.
"I am really happy to join you this morning to play with
you, to rejoice with you, to raise the awareness that
primary health care is the way to go,” he said, adding,
“For us to be able to inﬂuence such agenda, we need to
stay healthy and to stay healthy we need to exercise on
a regular basis.”

Amaka Nwabufo, Head of the ICT, NPHCDA receiving
her prize from the ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal

A er s ﬀ compe on among the compe ng teams,
Yellow House emerged the overall best with 6 Gold, 3
Silver, and 1 Bronze medals, while Green House came
second with 4 Gold, 3 Silver and 5 Bronze and White
House took posi on third with 4 Gold, 2 Silver, and 0
Bronze.
Others are Blue House with 3 Gold, 7 Silver, and 2
Bronze; 4th posi on. Purple House got 1 Gold, 2 Silver
and 2 Bronze to clinch the ﬁ h posi on. Brown House
got 1 Gold, 0 silver and 3 Bronze, taking posi on sixth.
Orange House took posi on 7th with 0 Gold, 2 Silver
and 2 Bronze. Lemon and Red Houses took the 8th
posi on with 0 Gold, 0 Silver and 3 Bronze each, while
Pink House came last with 0 Gold, 0 Silver, and 0 Bronze.

Oresanwo Abiola Adeola from South-South Zone
receiving her prize from Dr. Ibrahim Garba Bulama.

Yellow House wins NPHCDA 2021 Annual
Sports Event
By Othman Alaga
It was a celebra on galore on Saturday 12th March
2022 at the Mediterranean Recrea onal Centre,
Asokoro. Abuja, as Yellow House beats Green House,
Purple House, Red House and others to emerge winner
of the Na onal Primary Health Care Development
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Yellow House comprises Audit & Account, Admin.,
Primary Health Care System Development; Green
House is made up of the ED's oﬃce, Disease Control and
Immuniza on, Logis cs & Health Commodi es and
Special Du es); Purple House consists of Planning
Research & Sta s cs, Advovcay & Communica ons,
and Community Health Services; Blue House includes
Development partners, Red House (North-West), Pink
House (North-East), White House (North-Central),
Lemon House (South-South), Brown House (SouthWest) and Orange House (South-East).
Highlights of the event were the presenta on of
trophies and medals to the winners and par cipants of

of various games.

Yellow House [the overall winner] in a tug-of-war with Blue House

Photospeak

Par cipants at the Expert Review Commi ee on Polio Eradica on
and Rou ne Immuniza on in Nigeria.

Green House in a football march with Lemon House at the
NPHCDA 2021 Annual PHC Games.
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Green House in a tug-of-war with Lemon House at the NPHCDA
2021 Annual PHC Games.

A Group photograph at the Breakfast Mee ng with the Commi ee
of PHC Summit in Ajuji Hotel, Abuja, on 28th March, 2022.

ED/CEO, NPHCDA arriving at the sport arena

E m Friday receiving his prize from Dr. Kabir

Red House in a march past before the compe

on

Celebra
Celebra ng
ngthe
theBirthdays
Birthdaysof
ofDr.
Dr.Bassey
BasseyOkposen
Okposenand
andDr.
Dr.Chris
Chris
Elemuwa,
on
1st
April,
2022.
Elemuwa, on 1st April, 2022.

A cross-sec on of par cipants at the PHC Summit.
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Green House locking horns with Red House in table tennis contest

From Le : The Execu ve Director/ Chief Execu ve Oﬃcer, Na onal Primary Health
Care Development Agency, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, The Honorable Minister of Health, Dr.
Osagie Ehanire, His Imperial Majesty, Chairman Southwest Tradi onal Leader's
Commi ee on PHC Delivery, Ooni of Ife, Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, during the
The ViceonPresident
Professor
Yemi
Osinbajo
the PHC
Inaugura
of Southwest
Tradi onal
Leader's
Commi declaring
ee on PHC Delivery
held
02nd
September,
2021
at the
Palace of
Oni Ife.
Summit
open.
24th
March,
2022

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib delivering his speech at the
Primary Health Care Summit World Press Conference on 15th March
2022.

From Le : The Execu ve Director/ Chief Execu ve Oﬃcer, Na onal Primary Health
Care Development Agency, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, The Honorable Minister of Health, Dr.
Osagie Ehanire, His Imperial Majesty, Chairman Southwest Tradi onal Leader's
Commi ee on PHC Delivery, Ooni of Ife, Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, during the
Inaugura
on of Southwest
Tradi White
onal Leader's
ee on PHC
Delivery held
Basketball
between
HouseCommi
and Green
House
02nd September, 2021 at the Palace of Oni Ife.

Sack Race.

Track event
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