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Governor A. A. Sule of Nasarawa State receives from the Minister of Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire, the Overall Best Performing state Award won by the state at
the award ceremony held on 26th August 2022 at Sheraton Hotel, Abuja, to recognize 15 states for their outstanding performance in COVID-19 vaccina on
and Rou ne Immunisa on, while Mr. Boss Mustapha, the Chairman, Presiden al Steering Commi ee and Secretary to the Government of the Federa on,
and Dr. Faisal Shuaib, the ED/CEO, NPHCDA, look on with deligh ul smiles.
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Dr. Faisal Shuaib, ED/CEO, NPHCDA, and others at the occasion.

re-emerging variants of the Polio Viruses (cVPV2) which
are remnants in the environment as a result of the subop mal environmental sanita on.

trace of the disease. “On behalf of the Federal
Government and the NPHCDA, we say a big thank you to
everyone who made the polio virus-free status a reality.”

He charged the Na onal Primary Health Care
Development Agency to mount the needed response to
deal with these viruses within an integrated framework to
address other public health challenges including the
ongoing COVID-19 vaccina on in the country.

Speaking at the event, Dr Walter Kazadi Mulombo, WHO
C o u n t r y Re p re s e n ta v e , p ra i s e d t h e Fe d e ra l
Government’s eﬀorts to rid the country of the virus.

Expressing his gra tude to those who had played a part in
the ﬁght against polio, he said, “Our donors and partners
who have stood by us all these years providing technical
exper se, human and ﬁnancial resources to support the
country, our tradi onal and religious leaders who have
provided leadership in various aspects, we thank you. And
to the Polio heroes who have paid the supreme price, we
will forever be indebted to you as you are worthy of
commenda on.”

He said the country’s success was due to the remarkable
commitment at all levels, from the highest reaches of
government to the heroic vaccinators delivering polio
drops to local communi es across the country, adding
that there should be con nued a en on and focus to
keep the country polio-free.
The WHO representa ve said that the country’s triumph
was a landmark achievement that would greatly beneﬁt
children’s health in the country and around the world.

He added, “The NPHCDA under the leadership of my
brother Dr. Faisal Shuaib has been doing a great job. I want
to commend your bravery, dedica on and commitment to
ensuring vaccines reach all corners of the country.”

He said that the infrastructure and innova on that helped
the country reach the poorest and most marginalized
were used to deliver other health interven ons like
COVID-19, Rota vaccine, measles, and yellow fever
vaccines.

The Execu ve Director, NPHCDA, Dr Faisal Shuaib said
though Nigeria has been cer ﬁed Wild Polio Virus free, it
is not yet over as variants of poliovirus are s ll emerging.

“As we celebrate this occasion, we must con nue to
celebrate all those who paid the supreme price ge ng us
here. We will con nue to remember them,” he said.

No ng that the Agency’s war against diseases was not
only on polio but on various life-threatening health issues
including the COVID-19 pandemic, said the Agency would
con nue to do its best to stem the threatening polio
variants.

According to Dr. Molumbo, Nigeria’s success became the
template for the Global Polio Programme for innova ons,
best prac ces and demonstra on of leadership and
ownership at na onal and subna onal levels.

He expressed gra tude to the Health Minister and other
federal government oﬃcers who made the success
against the wild poliovirus possible.
Dr Usman Adamu, Incident Manager, Polio Emergency
Opera ons Centre (EOC), NPHCDA, said it had been three
years since Nigeria saw its last case of the Wild Polio Virus.
“
He said while this is cause for celebra on, there is the
need for con nuous vigilance across the country.
He said with signiﬁcant commitment and hard work, we
have eﬀec vely raised popula on immunity to the virus,
and improved disease surveillance to help pick up any
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He noted that in recogni on of the success, the Regional
Director in April 2022, issued three awards of excellence
to Nigeria for the implementa on of the Audio-Visual
Acute Flaccid Paralysis Detec on and Repor ng (AVADAR)
that brought communi es close to detec on and
repor ng of Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) cases.
The Representa ve of UNICEF Nigeria, Dr. Eduardo
Celades Blanco, UNICEF Nigeria Chief of Health, stressed
the need for inves ng in Primary Health Care Centres.
While congratula ng the country on the milestone,
Eduardo said that UNICEF would con nue to support the
joint eﬀorts to eradicate all preventable diseases in the
country, adding that it was me for Nigeria to further
strengthen immuniza on.

FG Holds Immuniza on Performance Award
Ceremony
By Catherine Gomwalk
The Federal Government through the Na onal Primary
Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) has
recognized and awarded 14 states of the federa on for
their outstanding performance in COVID-19 vaccina on
and Rou ne Immunisa on.
Speaking at the event which took place on Friday 26th of
August 2022 at Sheraton Hotel, Abuja, the Chairman,
Presiden al Steering Commi ee (PSC) and Secretary to
the Government of the Federa on (SGF) Mr. Boss
Mustapha, said overcoming the misconcep ons that
followed vaccina on was part of why the country had
engagements with stakeholders and partners to promote
vaccina on uptake across the country.
The SGF said, “Our religious leaders who are community
gatekeepers were not le out in the struggle; they
invested their energy and me in mobilizing the
communi es for the vaccina on exercise by our health
workers, some of whom we have lost along the way.”
He commended the health workers for moving around
the communi es from house to house to ensure that
every eligible child received vaccines and was protected
against vaccine-preventable
diseases.NPHCDA, Dr.
The ED/CEO,

Some of the prizes for the winning states.

“In the spirit of suppor ng and promo ng the current
vaccina on eﬀorts in Nigeria, Awards for improved
immuniza on performances would be given to
outstanding states to mark this celebra on,” he said.
He recalled that as part of the COVID-19 vaccina on
campaign, the NPHCDA in collabora on with the Federal
Ministry of Health in November 2021 launched the
SCALES Strategy to ramp up the uptake of the COVID-19
vaccine integrated with other PHC services in the country.
“We would also be recognizing outstanding states along
with their health workers and encouraging them and
other states to put in more eﬀort even as the approach is
being upgraded.”

To this end, he said, “A proper evalua on of each state of
the
federa
on including
the FCT
been made and the
Faisal
Shuaib
[middle]
withhasthe
overall best state for COVID-19 vaccina on and Rou ne
Commander, Nigerian Airforce Hospital, Group Captain, Muzzamil
“We are here to reward individuals and states that have Immuniza on for each zone has been selected for the
awards.
I wish to
congratulate
the winners in advance and
Muhammed
[2nd
fromhe
left]
during
the
visit.
encouraged vaccina
on in their
states,”
said.and other officers
enjoin them to exert more eﬀort in order to rid the
country of the COVID-19 pandemic as soon as possible.”
He stressed that while it is safe to men on the impressive
decline of death arising from the COVID-19 virus due to
the ongoing vaccina on, we should not rest yet as the He pointed out that with the integra on of other PHC
services with the COVID-19 vaccina on, the task is not
virus is s ll very much around.
limited to eradica ng COVID-19 alone but other vaccinepreventable diseases as well.
Mr. Boss Mustapha said that the COVID-19 virus mutates
and that makes it more dangerous, calling on Nigerians to
The Sultan of Sokoto, Sa’ad Abubakar III said vaccina on
take all precau ons.
had made an important contribu on to the decreased
incidence of numerous infec ous diseases and associated
“I had the privilege some weeks ago, along with the Emir
mortality.
of Argungu, the Health Minister and those that a ended
the launch of the SCALES 3.0 to take our second booster
doses of COVID-19 vaccines. This guarantees that the The Sultan was represented by the Chairman of the
vaccine is safe. So, I would ask every one of you here that Northern Tradi onal Leaders Commi ee (NTLC) on
have not availed themselves earlier to go ahead and take Primary Health Care and Rou ne Immuniza on, and the
the booster doses because COVID-19 is not in a hurry to Emir of Argungu, Alhaji Samaila Mera.
go. Most of this is to encourage all around us to get
He said that as tradi onal rulers, they would con nue to
vaccinated as a ma er of priority.”
collaborate with their communi es to ensure they take
The Minister of Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire explained that advantage of the health programmes to improve their
the event was aimed at raising awareness about the value health outcomes.
of vaccines and immuniza on and highligh ng the ac ons
The Execu ve Director, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib
required to counter vaccine-preventable diseases.
explained that the 14 states dis nguished themselves .
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with the highest quali es and best prac ces in providing
technical and programma c support to the programme.
He said it was a day to physically meet friends and
colleagues for mutual reﬂec ons and celebra on of their
collabora ve eﬀorts.
According to him, “Our history in the last two years has
been inundated with the challenges of COVID-19
emergency even as we were ba ling to eradicate
circula ng variant polio virus, monkeypox and improve
uptake of primary health care service in the country.”
He said, “We may not be able to sa sfactorily reward
those who will be receiving awards today or adequately
cover everyone who deserves to be rewarded, but I can
assure you that in all intent, we recognize and are
sincerely thankful to everyone because we know that no
ma er how big a tree might be, it cannot make a forest.”
The Execu ve Director further stated that one way or the
other someone who is not receiving an award today has
also contributed to the emergence of another who is
receiving an award today, adding that the Agency prides
itself on the progress made as a country in reaching
41,993,566 eligible persons with COVID-19 vaccines as of
August 26, 2022.
He added that about 29,653,312 of these persons were
fully vaccinated while others were either wai ng for their
due date for the second dose or were on the list of those
hesitant to take their second dose.

Announcing the winners, the Execu ve Director said,
“The best-performing state in rou ne immunisa on in the
northwest zone was Kaduna, for the northeast zone it was
Adamawa, for the south-south zone it was Edo, for the
southwest zone it was Lagos, for the southeast zone it was
Ebonyi and for the north-central zone it was Benue.”
He announced Jigawa as the Best Performing State for
COVID-19 in the northwest zone, Gombe for the northeast
zone, Cross River for the south-south zone, Ogun for the
southwest zone, Abia for the southeast zone, and
Nasarawa for the north-central zone.
Nasarawa State was the Overall Best State in COVID-19
vaccina on.

NPHCDA Staﬀ Celebrate ED on his Birthday
By Sumaila Isah Umaisha

Cutting the birthday cake.

“Of course, the struggle con nues, and it is a ma er of
sworn trust that we protect the health of our people. It is
not easy walking through the high-impact of
misinforma on and disinforma on and ge ng people to
willingly accept the COVID-19 vaccine,” he said.

The 15th of August 2022 was a special day at the Na onal
Primary Health Care Development Agency headquarters
in Abuja as the management and staﬀ marked the
birthday of the Execu ve Director and Chief Execu ve
Oﬃcer of the Agency, Dr. Faisal Shuaib.

He said that the Agency set aside a variety of awards for
diﬀerent categories of performances and has ensured
that the selec on criteria were as scien ﬁc and
transparent as they could be.

Even though the Execu ve Director’s birthday fell on
Sunday the 14th, the staﬀ decided to surprise him on
Monday with a colourful birthday ceremony.

In his words, “The selec on process was backed by data
and was rigorously scru nized by partners. I enjoin you all
to stay excited and hopeful for the best, as we proceed
with this event. We would also like to use this medium to
encourage us to do more for our children and our eligible
popula on. The reward for hard is more work. Let us
con nue to remain commi ed to the cause of ensuring all
Nigerians are protected against vaccine-preventable
diseases.”
The states awarded were Kaduna, Adamawa, Edo, Lagos,
Ebonyi, Benue, Jigawa, Gombe, Cross River, Ogun, Abia,
Nassarawa, Kano, and Yobe states.

4 NPHCDA NEWSLETTER

As he alighted from his car, heading to his oﬃce, he was
received at the recep on with a resounding birthday
song. The celebrant held his breath in pleasant surprise,
saying, “My birthday was yesterday, so I am surprised!”
He was then led to the stage set up at the recep on with
his life-size picture in the background and ﬁreworks
cracking in tune with the con nuous loud ova on.
The brief ceremony began with prayers by the Director of
Advocacy and Communica on, Muhammed Musa
Abubakar, and the Director, Internal Audit, Okunade
Biodun Ro mi.

They prayed to God to strengthen and guide the Chief
Execu ve in his endeavours and make him happy so
that every staﬀ could in turn be made happy. They also
prayed to God to raise him higher in status and give him
good health.
Next came the cake-cu ng ritual. Supported by the
Directors, the celebrant cut the birthday cake amidst
thunderous applause.

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib ﬂanked by the Oyo
State Commissioner for Health, Dr. Olabode Ladipo [le ] and
the Execu ve Secretary, Oyo State Primary Health Care Board,
Oyo Muideen [right].

The toast was conducted by Dr. Nwosu Ngozi, Director,
Primary Health Care Systems Development. She prayed
for the Execu ve Director to a ain a bigger and
interna onal posi on.

He said Oyo State is one the best-performing states
when it comes to the SCALES 3.0 rollout of the
integrated COVID-19 campaign which was ﬁrst
launched in Abuja some weeks ago.

The occasion was rounded oﬀ with the presenta on
of a birthday gi to the celebrant by the Director,
Disease Control and Immuniza on, Dr. Bassey
Okposen.

Dr. Shuaib added, “We are here to see what is not
working well and to also look at what is working well.
We only sanc on people who are not doing their work
well, and we are also looking at how to reward people
that are doing their jobs well, and Oyo state is one of
the states that is doing well. We are very grateful for the
work that is going on here.”

Expressing his gra tude for the surprise event, the
Execu ve Director, who was all smiles throughout the
celebra on, thanked all the staﬀ for the show of love.

SCALES 3.0: ED Visits Oyo for high-level
supervision
By Udechukwu Kenechukwu
The Execu ve Director/CEO, Dr. Faisal Shuaib visited
Oyo State for high-level supervision of the SCALES 3.0
integrated vaccina on on Monday 29th August, 2022.
Speaking with journalists at the COVID-19 Emergency
Centre at Oritamefa axis of Ibadan, he disclosed that
the federal government has renovated over 4,000
Primary Healthcare Centres (PHCs) within the last four
y e a r s o f P r e s i d e n t M u h a m m a d u B u h a r i ’s
administra on.
He urged governors across the 36 states of Nigeria to
adequately increase the number of health workers in
the primary healthcare centres (PHCs), apart from the
provision of drugs, security and light.
The Execu ve Director commended the Oyo State
Government for its commitment to the provision of
adequate primary health care service delivery for the
people of the state.
“We commend the eﬀorts of the Oyo State team,
par cularly the Honourable Commissioner and the
Execu ve Secretary of the State Primary Health Care
Board for doing a very commendable job in terms of
ge ng immuniza on to adults and children so far,” he
said.
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Dr. Faisal said, “My General observa on especially from
the reports that I received from the Director of
Southwest zonal oﬃce of NPHCDA, the integra on of
COVID-19 with the childhood immuniza ons along
with other primary healthcare services is going
according to the laid out protocol guiding the
implementa on of COVID-19 rollout.”
He further said, “We have been to some states that
don’t have the human resources and we are glad that
Oyo State is doing well in terms of trying to recruit more
people into the primary health care centres.”
He observed that there is a need to improve the level of
quality of health care services in primary health care
facili es, adding that “This is why we are working with
Execu ve Secretaries and governors to see how we can
move from where we are today to what our aspira ons
are for Nigerians. We are doing be er than what we
used to a few years ago, this is because we have now
understood exactly what the requirements are for us to
revitalize the primary health care centres.”
The Execu ve Director further stated: “We’ve realized
that it is not just about spending a huge amount of
money on building large ter ary hospitals, it is about
making sure that you recruit health workers that
understand how to manage people, that these people
are well paid, that there is security around the
infrastructure, that there is water, there is light and that
the drugs are there.”
In his speech, Oyo State Commissioner for Health, Dr.

Olabode Ladipo said, Dr. Faisal’s visit is actually an
a esta on to the eﬀorts that are being put together by
the state in terms of health care provision.
He said, “Currently we are almost at the tail end of
renova on of the health care service points in the 351
poli cal wards we have in Oyo State. The next line of
ac on is to look at the issue of manpower. We are
trying to bridge the gaps and we expect that before the
end of this administra on these areas will be fully
opera onal, and people will be able to access health
care.”

COVID-19: FG Charged Southwest
Tradi onal Leaders to raise awareness
By Catherine Gomwalk
The Federal Government has charged the Southwest
tradi onal leaders to create more awareness on
COVID-19 vaccina on in the country.
The Honourable Minister of Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire
made the charge on Tuesday 23rd August 2022 in
Abuja at the Maiden Quarterly Mee ng of the
Southwest Tradi onal Leaders Commi ee on Primary
Healthcare Delivery.
Dr. Ehanire said most of the Southwest states are
performing sub-op mally in COVID-19 vaccina on,
stressing that bringing the inﬂuence of the tradi onal
leaders to bear on the situa on can change the
narra ve.
The Minister commended the tradi onal leaders for
agreeing to partner with the government on Primary
Healthcare delivery and for their passion and
commitment to ensuring the wellbeing of Nigerians,
especially the people of the Southwest zone.
He said the Federal Government was leveraging the
respect our people have for tradi on and culture and
the inﬂuence of our tradi onal leaders to improve the
health and wellbeing of the people.
In his words, “The Federal Government under the
leadership of President Muhammadu Buhari holds in
high esteem our tradi onal ins tu on, thus this
partnership which we are consolida ng today is in
fulﬁlment of that high regard and respect,” he said.
He further stated, “Our tradi onal ins tu on is pivotal
to whatever we do in all sectors, especially in health
and the government is conscious of the fact that it
cannot eﬀec vely safeguard the health of the people
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[L – R] Minister of Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire, Ooni of Ife,
Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi (Ojaja II), Dr. Faisal Shuaib,
ED/CEO, NPHCDA, and others at the event..

without the support of our Royal fathers.”
The Minister noted that tradi onal rulers across the
country have been very suppor ve of government
ini a ves in the health sector, especially in
mobiliza on, disease surveillance, and repor ng.
While no ng that the achievement of a wild poliovirusfree status in 2020 would not have been possible
without the support of the tradi onal leaders across
the country, he said, “I look forward to this commi ee
intensifying our community mobiliza on eﬀorts and
advoca ng to our poli cal leaders at all levels the
unquan ﬁable beneﬁts of inves ng in the health
sector, par cularly in primary health care which is
closest to the people.”
He said, “I believe that working together will fast-track
the achievement of our regional and na onal targets in
Rou ne immuniza on, COVID-19 vaccina on, polio
eradica on, and maternal and child health.”
He then reminded the tradi onal rulers to con nue to
promote COVID-19 vaccina on in their domains.
The Execu ve Director, Na onal Primary Health Care
Development Agency (NPHCDA), Dr Faisal Shuaib
appreciated the Royal Majes es from Eki , Lagos,
Ogun, Ondo, Osun and Oyo states, for gracing the
important mee ng which was aimed at ensuring an
eﬀec ve primary health care delivery to the people of
Southwest in par cular, and Nigeria in general.
He said “I am glad we are ﬁnally set to start the
opera on of the MoU between our esteemed royal
fathers and the Federal Government through NPHCDA.
This maiden quarterly mee ng will therefore ﬁnetune
the opera onal framework for members so that this
partnership will be produc ve.”
He expressed his expecta on of the mee ng, saying,
“We humbly expect that at this mee ng the commi ee
will adopt an opera onal guide for members’ support
to PHC programmes and interven ons in COVID-19
vaccina on, polio, measles, yellow fever, rotavirus, and
all other rou ne vaccina ons.”

The Execu ve Director added, “On our part, we will brief
you on our various PHC programmes so that collec vely
we can achieve be er health outcomes for our dear
country and especially the southwest zone.”

Shuaib stated that the federal government has designed
a performance-based incen ve to improve the uptake
of COVID-19 vaccines and other PHC services in the
states and the communi es.

His Imperial Majesty, Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan
Ogunwusi; (Ojaja II) and the Chairman of SWTLC
remarked that they would go all out to reach the people
in their domain, saying, they were the primary
responsibility of their people.

While handing over the dona on to Nigeria, the
Canadian High Commissioner to Nigeria, Jamie Christoﬀ,
said the dona on was made to support the vaccina on
rollout in Nigeria.

According to him, “The MoU is a work in progress, we
are not talking the talk, we are working the work. We can
eradicate polio in Nigeria, and female genital mu la on
is going out of fashion. We are going through advocacy,
crea ng awareness. Look at the success story of COVID19, Nigeria is one of the best countries in terms of
response. We have a lot of volunteers in our
communi es, and we are going to put them to use to
make the implementa on a success.”

In separate goodwill messages, representa ves of the
World Health Organiza on and UNICEF, Dr. Walter
Kazadi Mulombo, represented by Koﬁ Boateng and Dr.
Eduardo Celades, stated that the dona on of the J&J
vaccine by the Canadian government was mely as it
came when the NPHCDA had just launched the SCALES
3.0 strategy for accelera ng integrated COVID-19
vaccina on in Nigeria.

Nigeria Receives over 2.6m doses of J&J
Vaccine from Canadian Government
By Othman Alaga
The Government of Nigeria through the Na onal
Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA)
received a total of 2,649,600 Johnson and Johnson
vaccines as a dona on from the Government of Canada
to help ﬁght the COVID-19 pandemic. The event was
h eld at t h e co nferen c e h a ll o f t h e NPH C DA
Headquarters on 18th August 2022 in Abuja.
While receiving the dona on, the Execu ve Director,
NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib said, “We are here today to
mark the oﬃcial handover of this dona on to Nigeria by
the Canadian High Commissioner to Nigeria,
Ambassador Jamie Christoﬀ.”
He said, “Johnson and Johnson oﬀer a single-dose
opportunity for full vaccina on, which means if you take
one dose of the vaccine, you are regarded as a fully
vaccinated person. However, we strongly recommend a
booster dose a er 2 months of taking the ini al dose to
strengthen your level of immunity against COVID-19.”
While upda ng Nigerians on the status of COVID-19, Dr.
Shuaib said as of 18th August 2022, 40,700,979 of the
eligible popula on had received the ﬁrst dose while
28,659,698 persons had been fully vaccinated, adding
that this represents 25.6% of the eligible popula on.
According to him, 2,666,830 of the fully vaccinated
persons had received their booster doses.
On the need to step up ac ons to ﬂag oﬀ SCALES 3.0
strategy and follow up with intensive ac ons to ensure
that every eligible adult and child is vaccinated, Dr.
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The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib and the Canadian High
Commissioner to Nigeria, Jamie Christoﬀ, at the handing over
of the vaccines.

NEMCHIC reviews, standardises CTM
By Dr Yakubu Ozohu-Suleiman
In a 5-day workshop held in Keﬃ from 29th August to
2nd September, the Na onal Emergency Maternal and
Child Health Interven on Centre (NEMCHIC) has
ﬁnalized and standardized the Clinical Training and
Mentoring Guideline and Tools and concluded plans for
a Na onal Training of Trainers on the guideline and tools
for primary health care workers in Nigeria.
NEMCHIC Project Manager, Dr Laila Umar disclosed that
the review of the guideline and tools became necessary
because NPHCDA obser ved that there is no
standardized approach to providing training with the
exis ng mul ple in-service training programmes, guides
and manuals.
She added that whereas eﬀec ve training and
mentoring can establish a tradi on of high-quality care,
tradi onal learning, delivered through formal training
programmes, may address certain skills gaps or
performance issues, but needs to be complemented
and strengthened with other training approaches that
deemphasize classroom-based learning and focuses
more on on-the-job/hands-on capacity building.
In his opening remarks, NEMCHIC Convener and Ac ng

Commu
n i t y
Health
Services
Director,
Chris
Elemuw
a
,
disclose
A cross-sec on of par cipants at the workshop.
d that
t h e
workshop was supported through the Bill and Melinda
Gates Founda on (BMGF) Cataly c Grant and involved
a pool of diverse subject ma er experts, relevant
stakeholders and development partners from na onal
and sub-na onal levels.
The Convener commended the Team Lead of NEMCHIC
Human Resource for Health, Mrs Ifenyinwa Onwudijo,
for her eﬀorts towards the success of the workshop,
and thanked the Execu ve Director of NPHCDA, Dr
Faisal Shuaib, for his exemplary leadership and
guidance on the eﬀorts of the Federal Government to
reduce preventable maternal and child mortality in
Nigeria.
ED Commends U.S Government for Support
By Umar Ishaq Usman
The Execu ve Director/CEO, Na onal Primary Health
Care Development Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal Shuaib
has commended the government of the United States
of America for suppor ng Nigeria in her ﬁght against
polio, Ebola and recently COVID-19 through dona ons
of vaccines and technical exper se.
Dr. Shuaib gave the commenda on when he played
host to a high-powered United Na ons Congressional
delega on led by Dr. Frank Mahoney at the Conference
Hall of the agency in Abuja, Monday 15th August, 2022.
“I want to recognize the work that the USCDC, USAID,
and our development partners, such as WHO, UNICEF
have been doing,” he said.
“Just a few months ago, USAID announced the grant of
millions of dollars as support that is coming from
approvals provided by US Congress. I am aware also
that there are some resources of about 25 million US
Dollars that are in the pipeline and poten ally going to
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be approved
for integrated
services in
s o m e
communi es
where these
resources may
The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal
b e th e o n ly
Shuaib with Brian Massa.
opportunity
f
o
r
immuniza on to take place”, he further said.
Dr. Shuaib said the work that US Congressional staﬀers
are doing is fundamental and that the coordina ng and
suppor ve role of the United Na ons Founda on is
very cri cal to the successes that the country has
achieved thus far in the health sector.
He described the visit as an opportunity for the
Congressional Staﬀers to see ﬁrsthand some of the
achievements recorded.
He said the visit will also give the team a be er
understanding of some of the challenges that teams
face when they actually go out there to the ﬁeld, adding
that in the environment of scarce resources, ordinary
Nigerians are doing extraordinary things.
“A primary healthcare centre is supposed to have a
complement of up to 12 health workers, but in many
health facili es, you ﬁnd only 2 health workers and
these are the same 2 health workers that have to carry
out the work that is involved in providing prenatal care
and immuniza ons, family planning, and nutri on
services,” he said.
He con nued: “When there are campaigns like polio
and measles campaigns, that tend to occur in epidemic
propor on, these are the same health workers that
have to do the work.”
To this end, Dr. Shuaib described frontline health
workers as heroes, saying “for us in Nigeria, the
frontline health workers are really heroes, everyday
heroes that we work with, and we are very proud of the
work that they are doing.”
He said, “Nigeria was one of the countries that rapidly
contained Ebola in 2014, and it is because Nigeria did an
outstanding job of containing Ebola within 3 months
that the doomsday scenario that we an cipated for the

whole of Africa did not come to pass.”
Earlier, Brian Massa of the United Na ons Founda on
said the delega on will be in Nigeria for 5 days to
deliberate on the successes and challenges the country
is facing not just in polio eradica on but the challenges
around vaccine-derived polio.
He also maintained that the delega on would look at
those investments from the U.S Government through
bilateral and mul lateral programmes that have been
implemented aimed at strengthening health systems,
and rou ne immuniza on.
Also speaking, the leader of the delega on, Dr. Frank
Mahoney said the high-level delega on sends a signal
of U.S Government’s commitment to Nigeria and the
country’s interest in joint collabora ons on health.
He said the U.S government will like the collabora on
to con nue and that “we’ve found it has been
extremely frui ul for both countries and I think we
appreciate the spirit of collabora on that we have with
you.”
In a presenta on, Director, Disease Control and
Immuniza on, Dr. Bassey Okposen said with dona ons
of vaccines and technical support from the U.S
government, Nigeria was able to fully vaccinate 25% of
its eligible popula on and coun ng.

New Directors: Great men and women of
Merit
By Sumaila Isah Umaisha
While promo on is a statutory exercise in the civil
service, the authori es of the Na onal Primary Health
Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) ensured that in
its recent appointment of new Directors a square peg is
not put in a round hole. As the Execu ve Director of the
Agency, Dr. Faisal Shuaib explained in his speech at the
training of Senior Supervisors for the implementa on
of the SCALES 3.0 Strategy recently, the Directors were
appointed based on both seniority and merit.
Going by the educa onal and career proﬁles of each of
the seven appointees, one cannot but acknowledge
the truth of the Execu ve Director’s statement.
Mohammed Musa Abubakar, Director, Advocacy and
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Communica ons, has a long list of achievements
including providing support to the Risk Communica on
and Demand Genera on subcommi ee of the TWG for
the introduc on of COVID-19 vaccina on rollout in
Nigeria. As Deputy Director, Advocacy and
Communica on, he provided support for Informa on,
Educa on Communica on Materials
development/produc on (Electronic & Print
Materials) to enhance Advocacy, Social Mobiliza on,
and Primary Health Care Programmes (PHC). He is also
well known for his contribu ons in the area of
communica ons for Polio eradica on, enhancement
of Rou ne Immuniza on (RI) and Supplemental
Immuniza on Ac vi es (SIAs), and Non-Polio
Supplemental Immuniza on Ac vi es through
s u sta i n e d m u l - m e d i a c o m m u n i c a o n a n d
community engagement.
Born in Nafada, Nafada LGA, Gombe State on 20th
September 1963, MM Abubakar (as he is popularly
known), a ended Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria,
1988, where he obtained a Bachelor of Arts (B.A
Drama). He obtained Master of Interna onal Aﬀairs
and Diplomacy from the same ins tu on in 2008. He
started work in NPHCDA in 2011, and became Deputy
Director, Head of Communica ons from January 2013
ll this appointment.
Ritgak Gotar Yibis, Director, Finance and Accounts, who
was born on 16th July 1965 in Kanke Local Government
Area of Plateau State, equally holds an enviable record
of achievements. Using his good leadership quali es,
co m p u te r s k i l l s , st ro n g ve r b a l a n d w r i e n
communica on skills, and good interpersonal
rela onship he has been able to achieve a lot since he
joined the Agency in September 2003 and worked at
various mes in Finance and Accounts Department,
Treasury and Finance Division, Donor Funds
Management Unit. His responsibili es included
sourcing funds from donors and partners for
immuniza on ﬁnancing, ensuring mely rendi on of
ﬁnancial records to donors and partners, prepara on
of the budget for ac vi es in respect of basket funds
being contributed by government and partners and
disbursement thereof, and maintaining books of
accounts in accordance with MOU signed with donors
and partners. Rising through the ranks, he became
Ac ng Director, Internal Audit from 26th January 2019
leading eventually to his present posi on of Director of

Finance and Accounts.
Yibis a ended the University of Jos and obtained a B.Sc.
in Accoun ng, 1995. He later obtained a Master’s
degree in Business Administra on from the Nasarawa
State University, Keﬃ, and subsequently an MSC in
Accoun ng and Finance from the same ins tu on. His
professional qualiﬁca ons include Fellow, Ins tute of
Chartered Accountants of Nigeria, 2021, Fellow,
Ins tute of Management Specialist (UK), 2020, Fellow,
Ins tute of Management Consultants, Nigeria,
December 2020), Fellow Member of the Associa on of
Chartered Cer ﬁed System Accountants (ACCSA)
Global, Membership Number 1191 January 2020, and
Associate Member Ins tute of Chartered Accountants
of Nigeria (ACA) MB029822 since 2009.
Dr. Ngozi Augus na Nwosu, Director, Primary Health
Care Systems Development, started work at Na onal
Programme on Immuniza on (NPI) in 2005 as Senior
Cold Chain Oﬃcer. With the merger of the body with
NPHCDA she became Principal Pharmacist in 2009;
Assistant Chief Pharmacist (Warehouse Manager), in
2012, Chief Pharmacist (Warehouse Manager), in 2015,
Assistant Director, in 2018, and Deputy Director, in
2022. Quite a steady promo on, one might say. But the
fact that all these came only through hard work and
dedica on. For instance, as a Warehouse Manager, she
was responsible for maintaining high standards of
vaccine and health commodi es administra on by
ensuring warehouse security and accountability. She
also ensured stock levels were managed and controlled
eﬀec vely, managing all processes and func ons within
a busy warehouse. She was equally innova ve in
coordina ng racking, vaccine handling, cold chain
equipment monitoring, stock management, reorder
ﬁlling, quaran ne alloca on, and good vaccine and
device management prac ces.
Dr. Nwosu is par cularly known for her role in the
coordina on of the Incident Management System in the
Na onal Polio Emergency Opera on Centre as the
Deputy Incident Manager, and the 2022 Quarterly
Mee ng of the African Regional Commission for
Cer ﬁca on of Poliomyeli s (ARCC), which resulted in
Nigeria being declared free of the wild poliovirus.
Born on 28th January 1968 in Mbaise, Imo State, Dr.
Nwosu obtained an MBBS/MD, from the University of
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Nigeria, Nsukka, in 1990. She holds the Associate
Fellowship of West African College of Physicians, and
the Associate Fellowship of Na onal Postgraduate
Medical College. In 2017, she a ended the Professional
Development Course, Leadership and Management in
Health, University of Washington, USA.
The Director of Logis cs and Health Commodi es,
Pharm. Hauwa Nankyer Tense, a holder of B. Pharm,
University of Jos, Plateau State, 2002, and a PGD in
Public Health, Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University
Bauchi, 2011, is a pharmacist par excellence. Born on
5th April 1975, she joined the NPI in 2005 as Senior Cold
Chain Oﬃcer and rose through the ranks to the post of
Deputy Director in NPHCDA in 2022. In all the various
posi ons she occupied she did a lot, contribu ng to the
success of the Agency. Her roles became more
pronounced as the Deputy Director, coordina ng
ac vi es at the Na onal strategic cold store, planning
ac vi es, direc ng staﬀ on day-to-day ac vi es,
supervising, training, budge ng, and cos ng. She
par cipated in the selec on of items for procurements,
advised on vaccine procurement, authorized vaccine
arrival reports, and endorsed receipts of vaccines,
devices, and commodi es. She also inspected
temperature readings analysis, reacted to alerts on
temperature, and saw to the maintenance of cold chain
equipment. She equally par cipated in the conduct of
the countrywide Eﬀec ve Vaccine Management
Assessment (EVMA) as a Lead Assessor and in the
temperature mapping of the ﬁ een cold rooms of the
Na onal Strategic cold store.
Pharm. Hauwa’s many professional qualiﬁca ons
include a Geneva Learning Centre cer ﬁcate on Impact
Accelerator Ideas Engine, and a Geneva Learning Teachto-reach level 1 cer ﬁcate.
Okunade Biodun Ro mi, Director, Internal Audit, Born
on 1st January 1964, is a professional Accountant with
over thirty years of experience, spanning all aspects of
the Accoun ng and Audit departments of the Agency.
His experience includes Zonal Accountant, Northcentral
Zone, Head of Salary and Wages Sec on, Checking
sec on, Bank reconcilia on and Final Account, Head of
Expenditure all in the Finance and accounts
Department and Ac ng Director Internal Audit
Department.

His list of achievements is long and varied. Working in
Finance and accounts department, he was responsible
for organizing the expenditure func ons in a manner
that facilitated the keeping of complete and adequate
ﬁnancial/sta s cal records, ensuring the prepara on of
monthly payroll journal, and forwarding same to the
Financial and Fiscal repor ng Division, processing
proper disbursement of funds and ensuring that staﬀ
under his supervision were exposed to regular training
on their jobs. As the Ac ng Director of the Internal Audit
Department, he was responsible for the existence and
review of Internal Audit policies and procedures,
meliness of Audit repor ng, clarity and
communica on of Internal Audit ﬁndings and the
extent of eﬀec ve organiza onal performance
management accountability and ensuring ﬁnancial
systems, policies, procedures, and internal controls that
meet up to global standard.
Ro mi a ended Yaba College of Technology, obtaining
an HND in Business Administra on in 1996 and BSc in
Accoun ng in 2018. He obtained his PGD in Financial
Management from Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University
in 2000, and an MBA in Finance from Ladoke Akintola
University in 2013.
Yaro Sulaiman Sa’ad, the Head of Procurement is also a
top-notch civil servant, a competent and Cer ﬁed
Procurement Manager with over 13 years of experience
in leading public procurement opera ons and project
management within the Primary Health Care System.
He has a proven track record in signiﬁcantly reducing
costs and enhancing technical and managerial skills,
and well experienced in coordina ng logis cs and
public procurement processes for diverse
organiza ons.
Sa’ad has a ﬁrm grasp of all the policies and procedures
involved in the procurement cycle right from the
planning stage to contract award and post-contract
management in line with the extant rule. Couple with
this is his excep onal ability to provide guidance and
signiﬁcantly bring about procurement cost reduc on by
op mizing processes, nego a ng favourable terms,
and developing sourcing strategies for be er service
delivery. Leveraging on this ability he was able facilitate
the engagement of contractors and suppliers for the
rehabilita on of Primary Health care centres, provision
of water, and supply of drugs and medical equipment to
health centres na onwide under the SURE-P Maternal
and Child Health (MCH) programme.
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Born on 14th August 1966, Sa’ad obtained HND in
Purchasing and Supply in 1996 and PGD in Marke ng in
2004 from Kaduna Polytechnic, and Masters in Business
Administra on from Nasarawa State University, Keﬃ, in
2010. Before joining NPHCDA, he lectured at the
Federal Polytechnic Nasarawa from 2002 to 2009. He is
an Associate Member of the Chartered Ins tute of
Procurement and Supply, UK., and a Member of the
Na onal Ins tute of Management, Nigeria.
Onojo Otowo, the Director of North Central Zonal Oﬃce
is a supply chain management professional with over 20
years of experience in Cold Chain Equipment and Supply
Chain management logis cs for vaccines and health
co m m o d i e s . U s i n g h i s s k i l l s i n O p e ra o n s
Management, Vaccine and Cold Chain Management,
EVM Assessment, Coverage Surveys, and Data Analysis
systems, he has achieved a lot for the Agency,
coordina ng logis cs and supply chain func ons for 36
states covering a target popula on of over 200 million.
As the Ac ng Director, Northwest Zonal Oﬃce, he saw
to the general coordina on and administra ve du es of
the zone and advised the headquarters on general
administra ve ma ers aﬀec ng the zone. He also
ensured smooth day-to-day running of the zonal cold
store and assisted in policy formula on,
implementa on, evalua on, monitoring and
supervision of all zonal ac vi es.
While serving as Deputy Director, Head Opera ons, he
supervised the ac vi es and general administra on at
the Na onal Strategic Cold store (NSCS) and the 6 Zonal
stores to ensure eﬀec ve vaccines management, RI and
COVID-19 vaccine availability, proper storage
condi ons and cost-eﬀec ve opera ons.
Otowo is a holder of a Bachelor of Engineering,
Mechanical Engineering, and MBA, Finance and
Investment, obtained from Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria; PGD in Public Health, from the African Training
Ins tute, Kenya, and PGD in Procurement, Logis cs and
Supply Chain Management, Salford University,
Manchester, UK.
From the above analysis, it is clear that the new
NPHCDA directors are indeed great men and women of
merit.

INTERVIEW
Try to Be Known for Something – Damisa

Rotimi

Yibis

Ms. Eunice Damisa who re red on July 28, 2022, as the
Director, Department of Advocacy and Communica on,
Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency,
speaks to NPHCDA Newsle er reporters (Catherine
Gomwalk and Rakiya Musa) on her working experiences
at the Agency. She recounts the challenges she faced
while discharging her du es and how her persistent
hard work eventually paid up. She is not only re ring as
the Director of a busy department like Advocacy and
Communica on but has been re-engaged by the
Execu ve Director on a contract basis. The summary of
her message to all the NPHCDA staﬀ is “Ensure that
every task you are given you put in your best and deliver
as much as possible.”
NPHCDA Newsle er: How would you describe your
Experience working with NPHCDA?

Sa’ad

Otowo

Nwosu

Abubakar

Hauwa
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Ms. Eunice Damisa: It is a great experience. I joined the
public service in 2001 in the polio programme. At the
me it was in a state of emergency and we had a lot of
cases of wide polio virus, the country was under
pressure from the global community to eradicate polio. I
joined the Na onal Programme on Immuniza on (NPI)
before it was merged with Nigerian Primary Health Care
Development Agency (NPHCDA). Since I joined the
service, I have prac cally been on my feet because we
have had to work odd hours and mes. I have not known
what is called closing hour. But then it has been an
interes ng call for me because those years I have
learned by interac ng with a lot of people from various
agencies and countries.
What were your Challenges in NPHCDA?
When we started in the Department of Advocacy and
Communica on then we were occupying a li le space in
Asokoro. It was a challenging work environment I must
say. Ge ng the teams to focus on the value that the
work demanded was really a great struggle. I decided to
develop myself. That informed my decision to go for my
second master’s degree in Public Health. Due to the
environment in which I found myself I wanted to be
more produc ve. A lot has been achieved now in the
aspect of social mobiliza on especially, as we now have
a large oﬃce; a good working environment. I thank God I
was able to achieve this.

How did you manage the hec c working life?
I went on leave annually every December which is the
end of the year. Whenever I am on leave, I travel outside
Abuja far away from work, because that is the only me I
have to myself. I also make sure I don’t do anything that
is work-related wherever I travel to.
How do you feel about your re rement?
I looked forward to July 28, 2022. When I was told I
would re re in 2022 my ques on was always when were
we going to get to 2022. Here we are now and I give God
the glory. I feel great and thankful to God for keeping me
ll this day that I’m able to ﬁnish my service and re re in
good health. I re red standing s ll on my feet without
being aided to perform any func on. I’m thankful to all
that I have come in contact with during the course of my
career. I am also grateful to the current Chief Execu ve
Oﬃcer, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, for providing an enabling
environment and the opportunity to get me to serve as a
Director in the agency.
How do you feel about being re-engaged as a
consultant?
Let me use this opportunity to appreciate Dr. Faisal
Shuaib the Execu ve Director/CEO for his vote of
conﬁdence in me. The glory and adora on go to God for
this opportunity to serve again. You know, it is s ll a
service to the na on. I feel fulﬁlled because my modest
contribu on to the journey of my career got no ced and
appreciated. I feel challenged at the same me to
con nue to serve my country and contribute to the
agency's eﬀort to make Nigeria healthier.
Ge ng such an opportunity is not easy. What are the
secrets of your re-engagement?
Well, I wouldn’t know what informed the Execu ve
Director’s decision to give me this unique opportunity. I
believe that he found me worthy of further service to
the Agency and to the country. For me, I think wherever
you ﬁnd yourself, whatever you do, try to be known for
something, to carve a niche for yourself in speciﬁc areas.
Don’t say everybody is doing it this way let me do it that
way. Make sure there is something that stands you out.
What are your expecta ons for the consultancy job?
As I said, it is another opportunity for me to serve the
agency and to support the agency in achieving its
laudable goals, especially to improve the health-seeking
behavior of our people. It is disheartening to see people
refuse health services, par cularly vaccines just for
ﬂimsy reasons such as tribal sen ment and poli cal
diﬀerences. As people, we need to put aside our
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diﬀerences be it poli cal
or whatever, and begin to
appreciate government
because they are
inves ng so much in the
procurement of vaccines.
Here we have the
vaccines and the people
who are supposed to
beneﬁt give ﬂimsy
excuses exposing
themselves and people
around them to the risk
of infec on from those
Ms. Eunice Damisa
targeted diseases. We
need to trust the
government and believe that there is no way the
government will want to harm any ci zen through
health services. The health of a na on is as good as the
health of the individual in that na on and a na on has to
be healthy in order to be produc ve.
Apart from the consultancy work what would you be
doing in your re rement?
With God on my side, my desire is to document as much
as possible what we have done, our experiences over
the years, for future sake. We have done a lot in the polio
programme. Nigeria’s polio programme, for instance, is
a reference point and in the whole of Africa, we did not
do much documenta on in the area of Advocacy,
Communica on and Social Mobiliza on. That is the area
I would like to contribute to, that is, documen ng in
various forms the experiences over the years so that the
genera on a er us will have concrete evidence of what
transpired in the past. In the event that similar things
happen, they will have something to fall back to.
What is your message for those that are yet to re re?
Give your best in every circumstance you ﬁnd yourself.
Don’t allow other people’s a tudes to moderate your
own. Be yourself but put in your best whether you are
being appreciated or not, ensure that every task you are
given you put in your best and deliver as much as
possible.
What would you like to add on a ﬁnal note?
I want to thank the NPHCDA board, the Chief Execu ve,
Dr. Faisal Shuaib, as well as the en re NPHCDA family for
the opportunity I have to serve in various capaci es
during my service years in the agency. Thank you.

NPHCDA Holds Re-orienta on for
Supervisors
By Rakiya Musa
The Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
(NPHCDA) held a one-day re-orienta on for senior
supervisors deployed to the 36 states of the federa on
including FCT, on the scales 3.0 implementa on and PHC
integrated services.
The event took place at NAF Conference Centre, Kado,
Abuja, On Saturday 20th of August 2022.
The re-orienta on was declared open by the Execu ve
Director, NPHCDA, Dr Faisal Shuaib.
While addressing the supervisors on the purpose of the
orienta on, he said the batch A supervisors who just
returned from the ﬁeld were invited to share their
experience and what they encountered in the ﬁeld, to
enable the batch B supervisors to know some of the
issues and re-strategize on how to tackle them.
Dr. Shuaib further stated that last month’s data captured
Nigeria as one of the countries that have done
excep onally well as far as COVID-19 vaccina on was
concerned and this was possible as a result of hard work
put in by the supervisors in their various states of
deployment.
He commended the eﬀort of the ﬁrst batch supervisors,
saying, “those in the strategy group will also move to the
ﬁeld and experience what you people have been seeing
and they would also be there to support you during this
scale 3.0. We have spent the most part of the last couple
of months trying to understand and strategize to make
sure we are on the right track and in the next couple of
days we will have go en up to 30 percent of Nigerians
fully vaccinated; that is approximately 40 million
Nigerian.”

in their various states of deployment and also pray that
God will reward everyone for their good work.
The Director, Disease Control and Immuniza on, Dr.
Bassey Okposen, thanked the Execu ve Director for his
leadership and eﬀort in rela on to COVID-19
vaccina on in the country.
He also thanked God for the safe return of the batch A
supervisors from the ﬁeld.

Dr. Shuaib Hosts Nile University Medical
Students
By Othman Alaga
The Execu ve Director, Na onal Primary Health Care
Development Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal Shuaib said
for the greatest impact on the popula on gap, public
health was key because it gives the prac oners the
opportunity to interact with pa ents and treat
individuals.
Dr. Shuaib made this statement while speaking to the
ﬁnal year students of medical science of Nile University
Abuja at the Conference Room of NPHCDA on 2nd
August 2022 in Abuja.
He also said, for one to make a huge impact on the
popula on it must be on public health where decisions
that are made have an impact on hundreds and millions
of people.
Dr. Suaib further said, just like how NPHCDA is involved
in rou ne immuniza on and COVID-19 vaccina on, the
students could see how much an impact this will have on
public health.
The Execu ve Director NPHCDA appreciated Dr.
Nurudeen Hussain for bringing his students to NPHCDA
to see for themselves what the Agency is doing,
believing that they had a useful interac on, hoping that
they ﬁnd me to organize internship so that they could
come and spend some days or weeks to get to know
what the NPHCDA is doing.
He urged the students to work hard throughout their
medical schooling because hard work pays.

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib [right] and Directors at
the event.

On his part, the team lead who also doubled as the Head
of Department, Community Medicine, College of Health
Science, Nile university, Dr. Nurudeen Hussain said he
was glad to be at NPHCDA with his students to have a p
of what the Agency is doing.

Speaking on the need for maximum support, Dr. Faisal
urged the incoming supervisors to make their stay count

“So much have been taught about primary health care,
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The students in a group photograph with the ED/CEO, NPHCDA,
Dr. Faisal Shuaib.

lecture has been given. I have gone to the primary
health care centres within our environment, we really
need to hear from the authority that’s NPHCDA on what
is been done both at the na onal, states, local
government and ward levels,” he said.
He added, “I believe this is the place we can get
suﬃcient and authen c informa on that will back up
the knowledge our students will have. I want to express
my gra tude to the Execu ve Director for giving us the
opportunity to talk to the students, and to inspire them
to see community approaches to health care delivery as
something very important, especially in our own
environment.”
Dr. Hussain hinted that one of the key takeaways from
the visit was that his students had now seen in a very
broad term that our health indicators that has been
worrisome in the past have now been looked into by
NPHCDA and it has been improved upon.

MEET OUR PROGRAMME MANAGER

By Dr Opeyemi Osibogun
Mr Samuel Adesina Adelakun, Program Manager
Technical Support Unit – TSU
Mr. Samuel Adesina Adelakun is an advocate for
standard health administra on, with a passion for
promo ng Primary Health Care system strengthening
and PHC diagnos cs. He is a professional health planner
and administrator with over thirty-three years of work
experience in the PHC ﬁeld. He gained employment with
the Federal Ministry of Health in 1989. This pla orm was
the beginning of his becoming an expert in the PHC ﬁeld.
Working with Prof. Ransome Ku in FMOH and Dr.
Akanni Sorungbe, the pioneer Execu ve Director of
NPHCDA, provided him the opportunity to hone his
skills and competency in PHC programme planning and
implementa on. Collabora ng with these doyens of
PHC in Nigeria also prepared him in the ﬁeld of PHC and
has worked from na onal to all levels of government in
the health system.
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He started work as a
programme oﬃcer in the
division of Training and
Manpower in the department
of PHC in FMOH. Then as a
federal facilitator on the PHC
implementa on in Nigeria, he
provided technical guidance
in 1986-1987 to old Oyo State
on PHC programmes planning
and monitoring and
evalua on. He was equally
one of the founda on staﬀ of
NPHCDA at its incep on in 1992. He worked as a zonal
technical oﬃcer in Ondo and Delta states, respec vely,
and was transferred back to the NPHCDA headquarters
as a Chief Health Planning Oﬃcer to provide technical
support to the Department of Planning, Research and
Sta s cs. He has over 33 years of work experience in the
civil service.
Remarkably, his achievements were recognized, and he
was redeployed as a desk oﬃcer for Rou ne
Immuniza on in the Department of Disease Control and
Immuniza on. Having performed well in this posi on,
and the need for an experienced hand to head the
vacant posi on of head of Policy Planning And
Partnership Coordina on Division, he was redeployed
to the Department of PRS where his work was highly
praised and appreciated.
In 2016, he was posted to Ogun State as State
Coordinator to lend a helping hand for be er
produc vity and service delivery. During his brief s nt in
the state, he was able to successfully reorganize the
state oﬃce for prompt response to state technical
assistance needs and coordina on of partners and
cri cal stakeholders in the PHC space. He was equally
able to plan projects, managed programmes,
established good rela onships with people and
engaged with Partners to achieve the Agency’s goal.
He is currently the Programme Coordinator of TSU
division (PRS department) where he leads the team in
partnership with Solina Centre for Interna onal
Development and Research (SCIDAR) on the Technical
Support Programme (TSP). He is a manager, mentor, and
coach to his team, as he is delighted to help the staﬀ
become produc ve at their du es and fully op mize
their competencies in line with the division’s mandate.
Samuel Adesina Adelakun, who hails from Abeokuta,
Ogun State, is a person who loves family, a grandfather,
and a prac cing Chris an. His leadership style is ﬁrm,
fair and consistent. He is the man that wears so many
hats, the voice of the people, and an advocate to reckon
with, as he con nues to champion health system
strengthening, quality planning and management of
PHC systems.

COVID-19: FG Launches Strategy to
Accelerate Uptake of Vaccines
By Umar Ishaq Usman
As part of eﬀorts to meet the set target of vaccina ng
70% of the country's eligible popula on with COVID-19
vaccines, the Federal Government of Nigeria has
launched S.C.A.L.E.S 3.0 strategy in Abuja, on Monday
8th August 2022.
Explaining the ra onale behind the strategy, Execu ve
Director, Na onal Primary Health Care Development
Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal Shuaib said, “SCALES 3.0 is
an evidence-based update that ﬁxes the bugs in SCALES
2.0 and uses human-centered demand genera on
design to address low COVID-19 risk percep on in the
country.”
He added, “The strategy retains integra on of COVID-19
vaccina on with other PHC services but uses an
implementa on approach that seeks to address
bo lenecks on service delivery, communica on,
accountability, logis cs, EMID and suppor ve
supervision from bo om-up and state-speciﬁc
contexts.”
According to him, “SCALES 3.0 will operate on a focused
campaign mode with mobile and special teams taking
vaccines to where people live and work. This will
address the opera onal issues with the ﬁxed posts,
temporary posts, and mass vaccina on sites that were
observed in SCALES 2.0.”
He further explained that “the strategy will employ
decentralized demand genera on approaches,
ta rge n g h e a l t h wo r ke rs , g ra s s ro o t o p i n i o n
leaders/inﬂuencers, tradi onal leaders, religious
leaders and community referrals. This is expected to
strengthen the results from our targeted advocacy,
media and community engagement.”
On accountability, the Execu ve Director said, “SCALES
3.0 supports mely logis cs and payment of vaccina on
teams that have achieved thresholds and targets. What
this simply means is that SCALES 3.0 will not only be
tracking vaccina on ac vi es, detec ng and promptly
addressing inappropriate and fraudulent ac vi es using
our Joint Task Force, but will also be implemen ng a
carefully designed performance-based incen vizing
mechanism to encourage accountability and superior
performance.”
While ensuring that the strategy would guarantee
visibility of vaccina on teams on EMID pla orm as well
as data access and use for ac ons at subna onal levels,
he explained that it would equally implement strict
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deployment of well-trained supervisors, on the job
mentoring of vaccinators and the use of GPS to ensure
that supervisors also cover not only urban areas, but
rural and hard to reach communi es.”
Performing the launch, Secretary to the Government of
the Federa on (SGF), Boss Mustapha said, “SCALES 3.0
strategy will address the iden ﬁed implementa on gaps
in SCALES 2.0 and bring about more accountability for
performance, strengthen electronic data repor ng and
promote robust demand genera on at the community
[L – R] The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, Minister of
Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire, SGF, Boss Mustapha, and Minister
of State for Health, Mr. Ekumankama Joseph Nkama at the
event.

levels.”
He observed that there is signiﬁcant decline in deaths
arising from COVID-19 as a result of the ongoing
vaccina on, saying “we should not lower our guards or
give in to complacency as the virus is s ll very much
around us and can mutate.”
Mr. Mustapha said, “We must encourage all around us
to get vaccinated. Let us also, not relent on observing
the non-pharmaceu cal measures - wear the mask,
keep physical distance and wash our hands regularly.
Un l we have vaccinated at least 70% of eligible
Nigerians to achieve herd immunity. No one is safe un l
everyone is safe.”
Also speaking at the launch, Honourable Minister of
Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire assured that “the Federal
Government remains commi ed to the provision of safe
and eﬃcacious COVID-19 vaccines in the country backed
with accountability and transparency.”
He stressed that “every COVID-19 vaccine in Nigeria is
tagged and tracked by Na onal Agency for Food and
Drug Administra on and Control (NAFDAC) to ensure
quality and potency are maintained across the supply
chain.”
Dr. Ehanire maintained that the Federal Government is
“fully guided by the principle of safety, eﬃcacy,
transparency, and accountability in the mass
vaccina on campaign. No vaccine will be allowed to
enter any vaccina on site without due authen ca on
and safety veriﬁca on. We will never compromise on
vaccine safety and vaccina on standards.”
Lending his voice, Honourable Minister of State for
Health, Mr. Ekumankama Joseph Nkama said “SCALES
3.0 oﬀers a unique opportunity for accessing integrated
vaccina on services against COVID-19, Meningi s and
childhood diseases such as measles, polio, diphtheria,
whooping cough, yellow fever as well as other PHC

vaccine introduced
i n t h e E P I
p ro g ra m m e i s o f
great importance
because it is
expected to directly
avert over 110,000
deaths in the next 10
years.

services in government-approved sites. What this
simply means is that adults who are eligible for COVID19 vaccines can have them in the same place and me
where children can receive vaccina on against the child
killer diseases listed above.”
He emphasized that “vaccines have remained the most
eﬀec ve and aﬀordable way to control diseases in the
world. Contagious diseases such as smallpox and polio
were eradicated through vaccines. Many other diseases
of public health concern have been brought under
co nt ro l t h ro u gh va c c in a o n . T h e d elib erate
misinforma on that followed the outbreak of COVID-19
is not strange.”
“It was part of the diﬃcult history of polio vaccina on.
Today, we have successfully eradicated polio in Nigeria
and some of us have forgo en how we were
misinformed about the vaccine. It is the same way we
shall forget how we have been misinformed that COVID19 vaccines are meant to kill and cause magne c
eﬀects”, Nkama added.
Also speaking at the occasion, Representa ve of the
United States Ambassador to Nigeria, Anne Pa erson
stated that the US is working closely with the Ministry of
Health, NPHCDA, donors, and partners to plan and
implement public health eﬀorts to prevent illness and
save lives in Nigeria.
She also said the United States government is proud to
align with the Federal Government of Nigeria’s plan to
strategically u lize mobile vaccina on teams with
performances in areas of high demand, garner
community engagement, and generate vaccine demand
and strengthen data management.
Speaking on behalf of partners and donours, Country
Representa ves of the World Health Organiza on
(WHO) and UNICEF, Dr. Walter Kazadi Mulombo and
Peter Hawkins respec vely assured that their
organiza ons are solidly behind Nigeria’s ﬁght against
the pandemic and other diseases of public health
concern.

Nigeria Introduces Rotavirus Vaccine
By Catherine Gomwalk
The Federal Government through the Na onal Primary
Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) has
introduced the Rotavirus vaccine into Rou ne
Immuniza on to avert over 110,000 deaths in children
under the age of ﬁve in the next 10 years in Nigeria.
The Minister of Health, Dr Osagie Ehanire at the ﬂag-oﬀ
on Monday 23rd of August 2022 in Abuja, said the

17 NPHCDA NEWSLETTER

Dr Ehanire who was
represented by the
Director of Public
Health, Dr Alex Okoh further disclosed that the
Government of Nigeria with the support of donors and
partners, especially GAVI has spent huge amounts to
fulﬁl rou ne immuniza on vaccines for Nigerian
children, adding that this is because improving the
health of Nigerian children remains a priority for this
administra on.
The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal
Shuaib delivering his speech at the

He said, “We therefore, ask parents and caregivers to
leverage this privilege to enable their children to be
vaccinated against all vaccine-preventable diseases.
He thanked those PHC leaders at the sub-na onal level,
and all healthcare workers across 40,000 PHC facili es
for their doggedness in ensuring that no Nigerian child is
le behind in accessing potent vaccines and other
services.
He said, “Global vaccine alliance and other partners are
doing a lot to support the country in ensuring Nigeria
maintains its pride of place in the African con nent,
especially in the provision of basic cost-eﬀec ve
interven ons for children and vulnerable popula ons.”
The Minister added that “The government of Nigeria
will con nue to play its role for the overall success of all
the strategies implemented in the health sector towards
the achievement of universal health coverage.”
The Execu ve Director of the Na onal Primary Health
Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) Dr Faisal Shuaib
explained that the introduc on of the rotavirus vaccine
is a big investment due to its substan al economic
impact and the number of lives that the country is going
to save through the vaccine.
Dr Faisal further said it is projected that while reducing
the associated morbidity and mortality from rotavirus
infec ons, the rotavirus vaccine introduc on has the
poten al to avert over 110,000 deaths over a 10-year
period.
According to the Execu ve Director, “the vaccine is
going to be given orally and will be administered
concurrently with the exis ng Rou ne Immuniza on
(RI) vaccines at 6 weeks, 10 weeks and 14 weeks,

respec vely.
“The vaccine will be integrated with other diarrhoea
preven ve strategies, such as exclusive breas eeding in
the ﬁrst 6 months of life, Vitamin A supplementa on,
handwashing, sanita on, and other key household
prac ce, case management including the use of zinc
ORS to prevent dehydra on, con nued feeding, and
treatment services for diarrhoea and other childhood
diseases,” he said.
Dr. Faisal also said the launch is coinciding with the ﬂagoﬀ of the African Vaccina on Week which is a weeklong
aﬀair that improves access to basic Primary Health Care
Services, rou ne immuniza on, COVID-19 vaccina on,
deworming, Vitamin A supplementa on, medical
outreach services to our teaming rural popula on.
The country Representa ve of the World Health
Organiza on, Dr Walter Kazadi Molumbo pointed out
that the introduc on of the Rotavirus Vaccine provides
the opportunity to reduce the number of children dying
every day from diarrhoea disease caused by rotavirus.
Dr Molumbo also noted that the public health impact of
rotavirus vaccine introduc on has been demonstrated
in several countries with as much as 50% of deaths from
diarrhoea diseases averted in some.
He said, “The introduc on should be part of a
comprehensive strategy to control diarrhoea diseases
with the scaling up of both preven ve and treatment
packages. Nigeria being one of the four countries that
harbour approximately half the global burden stands to
have enormous gains from the economic impact of this
introduc on.”
He added: “Immuniza on remains the most costeﬀec ve public health interven on. Unfortunately, the
beneﬁts of immuniza on are unevenly shared. The
immuniza on agenda 2030 and the GAVI 5.0 strategy
seek to address this gap by leaving no one behind with
immuniza on.”
Rotavirus is a highly contagious virus that causes severe
diarrhoea amongst infants and children all over the
world. It is the most frequent cause of severe diarrhoea
in children, accoun ng for about 215,000 deaths of the
global 525,000 under 5 mortali es a ributed to
diarrhoea diseases. Each year, more than 90% of these
deaths occur in developing countries, including Nigeria.
Rota vaccine is proven to prevent diarrhoea diseases
caused by Rotavirus.

ED Tasks NIMSA on COVID-19 Vaccina on
By Umar Ishaq Usman
The Execu ve Director, Na onal Primary Health Care
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Development Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal Shuaib has
called on Execu ve Members of the Nigerian Medical
Students Associa on (NIMSA) to encourage their
members to mi gate the spread of COVID-19 by taking
the vaccine.
D r. S h u a i b
made the
call when he
received
members of
Dr. Faisal Shuaib with the execu ve members t
h
e
of NIMSA.
Execu ve
Commi ee
of the associa on in his oﬃce, Friday 12th August 2022.
“We want to see how you use your pla orm to ensure
that every single medical student is vaccinated. You can
use your pla orm to advocate for your colleagues. It
does not make sense that medical students are not
vaccinated, as they stand the chance of infec ng
pa ents when they are not vaccinated.”
He stressed that “it will be great to also see photos of
you taking the COVID-19 vaccine that you share around
so that people can see that it’s not just that you are
saying it, but you are delivering on the eﬀorts to be part
of this large-scale eﬀort.”
Dr. Shuaib further stated that the agency is “looking at
crea ng opportuni es for medical students to come and
do their internships, maybe two days internships in the
primary healthcare space so that even before you leave
medical school, you have some ideas around what
happens in the primary healthcare space and then you
can get a be er understanding of what is the reality and
then what you are being taught and maybe you can ﬁnd
your niche within the primary healthcare space.”
Encouraging members of NIMSA to take pride in
prac cing in Nigeria, the Director, Disease Control and
Immuniza on in the Agency, Dr. Bassey Okposen said on
comple on of his one-year mandatory na onal service,
he got opportuni es to work with interna onal
organiza ons but declined the country needs his service
most.”
“The salary might be poor, but we have the role to ﬁx the
problem of Nigeria. Please don’t look at what people are
looking at. When you come out with the mind that you
want to work to ﬁx Nigeria, the road will be clear,” he
said.
Earlier, the President, NIMSA, Mr. Webster Onuorah said
they were in the agency to collaborate with NPHCDA
since most of the work of the associa on is related to
improving primary healthcare, especially at the local or

He said NIMSA has standing commi ees on sexual and
reproduc ve health and rights, public health,
environment and popula on ac vi es, human rights
and peace, and capacity building, amongst others.
According to him, NIMSA organizes immuniza on
awareness campaigns both online and oﬄine including
COVID-19 vaccina on awareness, na onal policy
training sessions, maternal mortality awareness
ac vi es, which according to him, are in tandem with
the mandates of the Na onal Primary Health Care
Development Agency.
To this end, Mr. Onuorah said NIMSA has been
performing op mally and that the associa on has been
going above and beyond in the health sector not only at
the na onwide level but also at the interna onal level.
He disclosed that of the over 140 member countries that
par cipated at an interna onal conference in Istanbul,
Turkey, NIMSA, Nigeria came overall best thus, winning
500 Euros to support its ac vi es in the country.
He also said his associa on is planning to open Ter ary
Blood Donor Clubs across ter ary ins tu ons in Nigeria
to boost the quan ty of blood available in the country.

Non-Communicable Diseases are Becoming
Source of Concern – Dr. Shuaib
By Othman Alaga
The Execu ve Director, Na onal Primary Health Care
Development Agency (NPHCDA) Dr. Faisal Shuaib said
non-communicable diseases are increasingly becoming
a source of concern in public health.
According to him, non-communicable diseases which
include cardiovascular diseases, cancers, chronic
respiratory diseases, stroke, diabetes, mental health
disorders, and hypertension are the world’s biggest
killers and have now been termed as “a silent epidemic”.
He said, globally, this group of diseases was reported to
account for 17.9m deaths in 2019 with 86% of the global
burden happening in low- and middle-income
countries, of which Nigeria is among.
Dr. Shuaib made this statement at the launch of the
Healthy Heart Africa programme which took place on
Thursday 4th August 2022 at Sheraton Hotel, Abuja.
According to Dr. Shuaib, in Nigeria, cardiovascular
diseases are a signiﬁcant public health concern being
responsible for 11% of over 2 million NCD deaths
annually, and hypertension and hypertension-related
complica ons have been reported to cons tute over
90% of cardiovascular diseases.
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T
h
e
Execu ve
Director
disclosed
that the
majority of
Nigerians
are not
Dr. Faisal Shuaib, ED/CEO, NPHCDA,
addressing the par cipants.
aware of
t h e i r
hypertension status and most diagnoses are incidental.
“People do not regularly screen except pregnant
women who a end antenatal care,” he said, adding that
the reasons for these were purely lack of awareness,
poor screening services in PHCs, high cost of medica on
and its unavailability at the primary healthcare level and
low support to hypertension ini a ves.
Dr. Shuaib explained that the Federal Government
through the Federal Ministry of Health, Na onal
Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA)
and other relevant stakeholders, had developed the
N a o n a l M u l s e c t o ra l A c o n P l a n o n n o n communicable diseases 2019-2025 which was launched
on the 6th of August 2019 with the aim of providing
strategic guidance for a na onal response to noncommunicable diseases over six years.
He further explained that at the same me, the Na onal
Hypertension Control Ini a ve was also launched and
implemented in Kano and Ogun states with the support
of Resolve to Save Lives and today AstraZeneca is joining
the eﬀorts in hypertension control through the Healthy
Heart Africa project.
According to Dr. Shuaib, this demonstrated the
increasing a en on and investment in noncommunicable diseases.
The Execu ve Director noted that as part of NPHCDA’s
mandates, the Agency collaborated with AstraZeneca
Pharmaceu cal Company Interna onal to support
hypertension control through the MoU that was signed
last year – as an eﬀort to bring hypertension services to
the grassroots where it is most needed.
While delivering her speech, the Vice President of the
Global Sustainability, Access to Healthcare Healthy
Heart Africa Nigeria programme, Ashling Mulvaney
expressed sa sfac on for being part of the launch of the
Healthy Heart Africa programme in Nigeria.
She said the programme was designed to contribute to
the preven on and control of hypertension and
decrease the burden of cardiovascular disease across
Africa, adding that Healthy Heart Africa aspires to reach

She said the programme is now present in nine
countries: Kenya, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Ghana, Uganda,
Cote d’Ivoire, Senegal, Rwanda and Nigeria.
Mulvaney acknowledged that Nigeria is a strategic
market in Africa for AstraZeneca, no ng that there were
signiﬁcant opportuni es to make a diﬀerence and build
on everything the country must oﬀer.
She explained further that the Healthy Heart Africa
programme would contribute to strengthening the
healthcare system by screening for hypertension at the
primary healthcare level.
The Emir of Jiwa, Dr. Idris Musa, has a ributed the high
death rate in the rural community to hypertension and
other things like poverty and urged Healthy Heart Africa
to frequently visit the rural community to assist the
common man.
The royal father assured the Healthy Heart Africa of
1 0 0 % p a r t n e rs h i p a s h e a c k n ow l e d ge d t h at
hypertension was one of the killer diseases ravaging the
rural community hence the need to patronize the
grassroots.
Goodwill messages were delivered by the
representa ves of the World Health Organiza on,
Popula on Services Interna onal, Nigeria Hypertension
Society, Nigeria Cardiac Society, Bri sh High
Commissioner and AstraZeneca/Healthy Heart Africa.
They all promised to support the programme.
The highlight of the event was the dance entertainment
by the De Amazin Cultural dance troupe, Abuja.

NPHCDA Holds Sensi za on Mee ng
By Rakiya Musa
In celebra on of the 2022 African Vaccina on Week, the
Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
(NPHCDA) held a sensi za on mee ng with
stakeholders on the importance of immuniza on and
other PHC services.
The event took place at Barcelona Hotel, Abuja on
Wednesday 24th August 2022.
The Director, Disease Control and Immuniza on, Dr.
Bassey Okposen, on behalf of the Execu ve Director, Dr.
Faisal Shuaib said so far 63 million doses of diﬀerent
kinds of COVID-19 vaccines have been given to ci zens
across the country, adding that the ROTA Virus vaccines
which helps to ﬁght diarrhea are now available at
primary healthcare centres for easy access to Nigerians.
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W h i l e
addressing
t
h
e
par cipant
s,
the
Na onal
P re s i d e n t
T h e D i r e c t o r, D i s e a s e C o n t r o l a n d
Immuniza on, Dr. Bassey Okposen, addressing o f
t h e
the stakeholders at the occasion on behalf of
the Execu ve Director, Dr. Faisal Shuaib. N i g e r i a
Labour
Congress (NLC), Comrade Ayuba Wabba commended
NPHCDA and its leadership for the success in the rou ne
immuniza on programme, par cularly the ﬁght against
the COVID-19 epidemic.
He stressed the need for more collabora on in the
delivery of quality health care services across the
country, insis ng that there is a need to take health care
to the doorstep of every ordinary Nigerian.
He further said it is necessary that ci zens should be
able to beneﬁt from rou ne immuniza on as it is safe
and totally free.
Also speaking on the importance of vaccina on, the
Programme Manager, Na onal Emergency Rou ne
immuniza on Coordina on Center (NERICC), Hajiya
Binta Ismail said the objec ve of the programme is to
improve awareness of the eﬀec veness of the vaccine
as well as the availability of vaccine.
Similarly, Israel Obaja, the Principal Scien ﬁc Oﬃcer of
NPHCDA, hinted that 1 in 8 Nigerians dies before their
5th birthday.
He said Nigeria makes up 2% of people in the world’s
popula on but accounts for 14% of the global maternal
death burden.
He said Rapid and Sustainable improvement in
RMNCAH+N is cri cal to restoring conﬁdence in the
health system and improving the overall health
outcomes of the country.

Director of Procurement Celebrates Birthday
By Othman Alaga
The outgoing Director of Procurement, Na onal
Primary Healthcare Development Agency (NPHCDA) Mr.
Soji Taiwo marked his birthday on 16th August 2022.
The celebra on, which also marked his re rement from
the civil service, was held at the Ajuji Hotel in Abuja with
the NPHCDA’s directors, friends and families from far
and near in a endance.
Mr. Taiwo who was born 60 years ago was excited to

H e t h a n ke d f r i e n d s ,
colleagues and family
members for showering
encomium on him as he
m a r k e d
h i s
re rement/birthday
celebra on.
Mr. Soji Taiwo at the occasion.

Even though the
Execu ve Director
NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib was absent at the event due
to other pressing oﬃcial engagements, Mr. Taiwo
lauded his leadership style, saying he was a great man
full of wisdom and he thanked him most sincerely for
giving him the opportunity to serve in the capacity of a
director.
Mr. Taiwo appreciated the staﬀ in his department for
coopera ng with him throughout his stay in the Agency
and for pu ng together a well-organized birthday event
to honour him.
The event was wrapped up with the presenta on of
birthday gi s, cu ng of cake and group photograph.

NPHCDA Trains Supervisors on PHC
Integrated Services
By Othman Alaga
As part of the Federal Government’s determina on to
get the eligible popula on of Nigeria vaccinated, the
Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
(NPHCDA) has organized a 2-day training workshop for
senior supervisors that would be deployed to the 36
states of the federa on and Abuja for op mal
implementa on of PHC integrated services.
The training was declared open by the Execu ve
Director, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, ably represented by the
Director of Primary Health Care System Development
(PHCSD), Dr. Nneka Onwu who said the training was
organized to equip the supervisors with the knowledge
about SCALES 3.0 strategy for the implementa on of
PHC integrated services in the country.
The event took place at Ajuji Hotel, Apo, Abuja on
Monday 18th July 2022 and 19th July 2022.
While addressing par cipants on the need to pay
a en on to the training, Dr. Onwu said the Execu ve
Director was determined to give every staﬀ of the
agency equal opportunity to contribute posi vely to the
healthcare needs of the people.
Dr. Onwu stated that the SCALES 3.0 strategy was aimed
at addressing the iden ﬁed implementa on gaps in

21 NPHCDA NEWSLETTER

SCALES 2.0
a
n
d
promptly
promo ng
accountabil
ity for
performan
The Director, Disease Control and
ce.
Immuniza on, Dr. Bassey Okposen,
addressing the par cipants.
It would be
recalled
that the Federal Government of Nigeria through the
NPHCDA has deployed several strategies including the
op mized SCALES 2.0 strategy to ramp up integrated
COVID-19 vaccina on and PHC services across the
country.
Objec ves of the training included among others
brieﬁng par cipants on the integrated approach to
COVID-19 vaccina on and PHC suppor ve supervision,
upda ng supervisors on the SCALES 3.0 strategy,
familiarizing supervisors with their updated Terms of
References (ToRs), and upda ng supervisors on the use
of Open Data Kit (ODK) and Geospa al Tracking System
(GTS) tracker.
NPHCDA Newsle er gathered that as of 29th June 2022
only 20.5 percent of the total eligible popula on has
been fully vaccinated transla ng to 22,938,601 persons
and that so far, only 3 states (Nasarawa, Jigawa and
Kano) had vaccina on coverage of over 50 percent,
leaving 34 states performing sub-op mally in terms of
COVID-19 vaccina on coverage.
It was for the purpose of ramping up the coverage that
the agency reﬁned the current strategy to accelerate
COVID-19 vaccina on, iden fying unique enablers per
state and deploying state-speciﬁc strategies termed
SCALES 3.0. with the target to accelerate COVID-19
vaccina on coverage across states while focusing on the
integrated eﬀorts of the states’ workplan.

COVID-19: Impact of poli cal commitment in
Jigawa State
By Mohammed Mohammed
As we all know, one of the scariest moments in medical
science in the recent history of pandemics is the COVID19 scourge. When the deadly virus struck, na ons and
states were thrown into a state of panic, fear and
uncertainty leading to a global lockdown. But thanks to
the impressive response by experts in the ﬁeld of
medicine and vaccina on which lead to the mely
discovery of eﬃcacious vaccines.
With this development the world took a sigh of relief,
thinking that the monstrous virus would be summarily

This gave
birth to new
obstacles
a r o u n d
vaccine
uptake.
Hesitancy
and outright
Emir of Dutse and Chairman NTLC on PHC,
Jigawa State Chapter, taking his COVID-19 jab. r e f u s a l b y
t
h
e
populace became the order of the day, Jigawa State
inclusive, forcing us back to the drawing board to
restrategize and come up with a homegrown approach
to educate and sensi ze Jigawa State people to accept
the COVID-19 vaccines.
When the team approached the Execu ve Governor of
the state, Mohammed Badaru Abubakar, on this, the
swi response amazed the en re na on. He came all
out to be among the ﬁrst few governors to take the
vaccine in front of the good ci zens of the state so as to
conﬁrm the safety of the vaccine.
The governor also directed all civil servants, members of
the State House of Assembly, LGA chairmen, and
tradi onal and religious leaders to be a shining
examples in taking the COVID-19 vaccine in order to
mobilize the general public to have conﬁdence in the
vaccine’s safety and eﬃcacy in protec ng all targeted
group from the deadly COVID-19 virus. This resulted in

the massive acceptance of the vaccine by a majority of
the targeted individuals across the state.
As if this is not enough, the governor went further to
provide needed funding to all the 27 LGA chairmen to
embark on mass mobiliza on and educa on of Jigawa
State people to and take the vaccines.
Other measures put in place are ﬁnancial rewards for
the best performing LGA chairman, PHC Mangers and
programme oﬃcers.
As a result of this concerted eﬀort by the governor,
tradi onal and religious leaders as well as the state
health teams with remarkable coordina on by my
humble self, the State Coordinator, NPHCDA, Jigawa
State is now the second best performing state in terms
of COVID-19 vaccine uptake with 8 in every 10 people
vaccinated.
To ramp up COVID-19 vaccine uptake in the state we will
do all that is possible to ensure that we extend this best
prac ce to the next phase of COVID-19 vaccina on
tled SCALE 3.0 to enable us to integrate other PHC
services with COVID-19 vaccina on for improved
coverage.
The writer, Mohammed Mohammed, is the State
Coordinator for NPHCDA in Jigawa State.

Photospeak

The staﬀ of NPHCDA, development partners, donors and CSOs in
an awareness crea on walk on the importance of childhood
immuniza on and COVID-19 vaccina on.

Emir of Hadeja at the ﬂag-oﬀ of SCALE 2.0 Strategy.

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib delivering his speech at the
Primary Health Care Summit World Press Conference on 15th March
2022.
The outgoing Director of Procurement, NPHCDA, Mr. Soji Taiwo in
a group photograph with colleagues at his birthday/re rement
A cross-sec
on of
cipants
at the
PHC Summit.
celebra
onpar
on 16th
August
2022.
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NPHCDA organized a 2-day training workshop for senior
supervisors at Ajuji Hotel, Abuja, on 18th July and 19th July 2022.

Jarawa Dancers at the Immuniza on Performance Award on
August 26, 2022.

Gbagyi Dancers at the launch of Rotavirus Vaccine into Nigeria
and Flag-oﬀ of 2022 African Vaccina on Week on August 22nd,

The handover of J&J COVID-19 Vaccine donated by Government
of Canadian on 18 August, 2022.

Cross-sec on of par cipants at the launch of Scales 3.0 Covid-19
Vaccina on on 8th August, 2022.

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, taking his boos ng dose
of COVID-19 vaccine at the launch of Scales 3.0 Strategy on 8th
August, 2022.

Courtesy visit by Nigerian Medical Student Associa on to the
NPHCDA on 12th August, 2022.

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib delivering his speech at the
Primary Health Care Summit World Press Conference on 15th March
2022.
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Tradi onal and religious leaders at the Third Anniversary of Wild
Poliovirus Eradica on in Nigeria on 25th August, 2022.
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