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ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib delivering his address at a recep on a er receiving the Nigeria Excellence Award in Public Service at the
Presiden al Villa on 21st October 2022.

INSIDE THIS EDITION
Dr. Shuaib Wins Award for
Outstanding Vaccination
Programme

PG 1

Dr. Shuaib Wins Award for Outstanding Vaccina on Programme
By Othman Alaga

Dr. Shuaib Bags Another
Award

PG 2

PG 3

Reﬂecting on a Moment of
Excellence!
PG 4

UPS Donates Ultra-Low
Temperature Freezers to
Nigeria

PG 4

Declaration of Nigeria as
polio-free was an emotional
moment – Dr. Adamu

PG 6

NPHCDA holds Meeting on
PHC Leadership Challenge
Fund

T

he Execu ve Director/CEO of the Na onal Primary Health Care Development,
Dr. Faisal Shuaib has won the Nigeria Excellence Awards in Public Service
(NEAPS) for Outstanding Vaccina on Programme.

The oﬃcial presenta on of the award was conducted by President Muhammadu
Buhari at the Presiden al Villa on 21st October 2022, and a grand recep on in
honour of the celebrant later took place at the NAF Conference Centre, Abuja.
In his address at the recep on, Dr. Shuaib noted that the award does not belong to
him alone, saying, “Every me that my name is men oned, in my mind I know that
this could never have been possible without the commitment of the NPHCDA staﬀ
and the outstanding support of our partners.
He said while “the award primarily comes to NPHCDA because I am the CEO, I know
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At the recep on organized to celebrate the award...

that it would not have been possible if not for the fact that
every me you look le or right our partners are with us,
they are with us shoulder-to-shoulder working so hard
night and day.
He also acknowledged the eﬀorts of the states, saying the
NPHCDA would not have been recognized for the work
they have been doing, if not for the eﬀorts of the states as
the Na onal level provides guidance, policies,
coordina on and strategies while the implementa on
occurs at the States and Local Government.
He said the Agency has done so much in the area of
immuniza on but that there is s ll a lot of work to do with
primary health care.
He, therefore, urged the staﬀ to make a commitment
towards 2023, saying it is possible to improve on what
they have done so far and make sure that by the end of
2023, all agency’s vaccina on records are electronic.
In his remarks, Dr. Bassey Okposen, Director of Disease
Control and Immuniza on said Dr. Shuaib is the only man
he has seen conferred with na onal awards by the
President three mes in a year.
Dr. Okposen said this was nothing but a result of an
excep onal hard work. “Dr. Shuaib has done a lot for this
country. He led the Ebola outbreak response and the
whole world commended him. And it was in his me as
Execu ve Director that the Wild Polio Virus was
eradicated in Nigeria. So this award did not come as a
surprise.”
In their goodwill messages, the representa ves of WHO,
UNICEF, BGMF, and other partners and donors all
expressed their joy, declaring that Dr. Shuaib is one leader
in Nigeria who has impressed them, hence the need to
always support him.
Dr. Adis Mohammed, the Chairman, Forum of Execu ve
Secretaries of State Primary Health Care Boards, lauded
the leadership style of Dr. Shuaib and the achievements
he has so far brought to the health space in Nigeria.
He said with the coming of Dr. Shuaib as ED NPHCDA, the
Primary Health Care Agency both at na onal, state and
local government levels has become the centre of
a rac on.
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He said under Dr. Shuaib, primary health care has become
the priority of almost all the governors in Nigeria.
The event climaxed with the award presenta on to staﬀ of
the Agency.
Dr Bassey Okposen received the award for COVID-19
vaccina on, Hajiya Binta Ismail for rou ne immuniza on
while Dr. Maimuna Hamisu and Dr. Nwosu received that of
Non-polio SIAs and polio immuniza on, respec vely.

Dr. Shuaib Bags Another Award
By Sani Oji
His Excellency, President Muhammadu Buhari, GCFR, has
conferred on the Execu ve and Chief Execu ve Oﬃcer of
the Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
(NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal Shuaib, an award of recogni on for
“providing health care to persons of concern during the
COVID-19 pandemic through vaccina on against the
virus”.
The Award was presented at an event to commemorate
the 2022 Na onal Day for Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs), at the Presiden al Villa, Abuja.
Represented by his Chief of Staﬀ, Prof. Ibrahim Gambari,
President Buhari restated the commitment of his
administra on towards providing sustainable solu ons to
persons living in IDP camps in Nigeria.
“The Federal Government will con nue to collaborate
with relevant stakeholders to promote the return of IDPs
to their respec ve communi es in safety and dignity
through enhanced security,” he said, adding that, “the
government will con nue to provide them with access to
social services such as educa on of their children, health
and the availability of means of livelihood.”
In her remarks, the Federal Commissioner, Na onal
Commission for Refugees, Migrants and Internally
Displaced Persons (NCFRMI), Imaan Sulaiman-Ibrahim
said the Na onal Day of IDPs was aimed at celebra ng the
resilience of IDPs.
Sulaiman-Ibrahim said that the day was in
commemora on of the adop on of the African Union
conven on also known as ‘Kampala conven on on Oct.

23, 2009.
“It serves as a pla orm to advocate for durable solu ons
for IDPs,” she said.
On the award to
Dr. Shuaib, Ms
I m a a m
SulaimanIbrahim said it is
in recogni on
of
his
The ED and NPHCDA directors displaying the contribu ons
award.
t o w a r d s
ensuring that IDPs have equal access to COVID-19
vaccines and other health interven ons in the various IDP
camps in Nigeria.
While apprecia ng the organizers of the award for the
honour, on his part, Dr. Shuaib said the dedica on,
resilience, and commitment of the en re NPHCDA staﬀ
over the years is the bedrock for the numerous awards
presented to the Agency this year.
He charged the staﬀ to redouble their eﬀorts, saying hard
work pays.

Reﬂec ng on a Moment of Excellence!
*Tribute to Dr. Faisal Shuaib, OON
By Dr. Yakubu Ozohu-Suleiman
"If I have seen further, it is by standing on the shoulders of
giants.”
Above is an excerpt from a le er wri en by Isaac Newton
to his fellow scien st - Robert Hooke on 5th February 1676
[1675 by Julian Calendar].
By intent, nothing had moved Newton into
acknowledging the contribu ons of others to his scien ﬁc
breakthrough except humility – a virtue that transformed
into a legal principle for the scien ﬁc advancement we are
witnessing in the world today.
Looking back on the recent award of Excellence in Public
Service by President Muhammadu Buhari (GCFR) to Dr.
Faisal Shuaib (OON), the Execu ve Director and Chief
Execu ve Oﬃcer of NPHCDA, and the event that followed
on Friday, the 21st of October 2022 when he dedicated
the award to NPHCDA staﬀ and partners, I was reminded
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of Newton's le er and inspired to know that nothing
follows humility and dedica on in service to humanity
except honour, which comes only from God.
Indeed, it is in extreme toil and sleeplessness that Dr.
Faisal Shuaib is leading NPHCDA and its partners through
the fortress of mis- and disinforma on to safeguard
Nigerians against the COVID-19 pandemic.
When, in 2014, the Ebola epidemic was killing people and
disrup ng socio-economic ac vi es in Nigeria, it was Dr.
Faisal Shuaib who led the medical squad that brought the
disease under control within a few months!
In 2020, Dr. Faisal Shuaib also brought the 30-year-old
ba le against polio to an end, and got Nigeria cer ﬁed by
the World Health Organisa on as Wild Polio Virus free!
Now with nearly 60 percent of eligible Nigerians - the
weak and the strong, the well-served and the
underserved, the able and the disabled, the placed and
the displaced, already vaccinated against COVID-19 in less
than 24 months, the President cannot be wrong to have
honoured Dr. Faisal Shuaib for an outstanding vaccina on
programme.
On his part, Dr Faisal Shuaib, not wan ng to bear the
honour alone, thought it was not good enough to write a
le er of acknowledgement to NPHCDA staﬀ and partners,
at least not for the sleepless nights and restless weekends
they have had in the struggle.
So, beyond Newton's private le er was Dr. Faisal's public
dedica on that brought WHO, UNICEF, BMGF and other
global wellbeing advocates together in a modest loca on
in Abuja to celebrate a moment of collec ve excellence!
It turned out that the gathering was the best avenue for
Dr. Faisal to ven late his heart with a cache of gra tude to
the staﬀ and partners of NPHCDA, without whom he said
his award for Excellence in Public Service could not have
been possible!
S ll not sa sﬁed, Dr. Faisal invited his staﬀ to join him in a
long-standing ova on for WHO, UNICEF, BMGF and other
partners, saying that these partners and the Agency's staﬀ
truly own the award!
With this award and the ones that came before it, and
others yet to come, Dr Faisal Shuaib has not only carved a
niche for himself and proven that the meaning of his name
is SUCCESS, but has also branded the Na onal Primary
Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) as a trusted
and formidable government ins tu on in Nigeria that
priori ses merit, integrity, result and wellbeing of the
people.

UPS Donates Ultra-Low Temperature Freezers
to Nigeria
By Sumaila Isah Umaisha
The United Parcel Service (UPS) Founda on has
donated 22 Portable Ultra-Low Temperature Freezers
to Nigeria.
The dona on was received by the Execu ve Director,
Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
(NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal Shuaib.
Expressing apprecia on on behalf of the Federal
Government, the Execu ve Director said the dona on
was mely and relevant to the Agency’s need for
energy-eﬃcient cold chain systems for vaccine storage
in Nigeria.
He thanked the United Parcel Service (UPS) Founda on
for the magnanimous dona on and recounted a brief
history of the company. “For those of us who may not
know UPS very well, the century-old global shipping
and logis cs company started in Nigeria in 1994; almost
two decades ago. Today’s event is therefore a reﬂec on
of true friendship that was built and will con nue to
rest on trust and mutual conﬁdence.”
Dr. Shuaib added that the Agency cherishes its
partnership with UPS and will con nue to work with all
stakeholders to ensure that Nigeria meets its target of
vaccina ng its popula on against COVID-19.
Explaining the SCALES 3.0 campaign strategy, he said, it
oﬀers a unique opportunity for childhood vaccina on
and other PHC services for beneﬁciaries concurrently
with COVID-19 vaccina on.
He, therefore, urged parents to take their eligible
children for vaccina on against polio, yellow fever,
measles and other vaccine-preventable childhood
diseases in the same loca ons where the adults also
receive COVID-19 vaccines.
He said, “Our mobile teams are also in possession of all
these vaccines. When they visit your homes, please
welcome them and present yourselves and your
eligible children for vaccina on as may be applicable.”
He appreciated President Muhammadu Buhari for his
leadership, passion and commitment towards ensuring
that all eligible Nigerians were protected from COVID19 infec on. “Similarly, I wish to acknowledge all the
massive support that the agency has received from the
Presiden al Steering Commi ee, the Ministers of
Health, Finance, Budget and Na onal Planning.”
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The ED unveiling the dona ons.

The Execu ve Director also gave an update on the
current COVID-19 vaccina on coverage.
According to him, as of 19th October 2022, “58,479,281
represen ng 52.3% of our eligible popula on have
received the ﬁrst dose of COVID-19 vaccines, while
45,775,888 have been fully vaccinated and this
represents 41.0% of our eligible popula on”.
He a ributed the remarkable progress amidst
persistent disinforma on and low-risk percep on to
the signiﬁcant support the Agency had received from
development partners, including United Parcel
Services (UPS).
Speaking earlier, the Head of UPS Founda on Africa,
Bassey Anari, disclosed that UPS has done a lot for
Africa and Nigeria in par cular, saying, so far it has
delivered about 21 million doses of vaccines across the
country.
He noted that a strong supply chain is very cri cal to
medical, pharmaceu cal and other aspects of health.
“It is one thing for you to produce and another thing for
you to move it to those that need it and that is where
the supply chain becomes very useful.”
To this end, Dr. Okposen said “the global community,
WHO, USCDC, and other partners applauded Nigeria .

Declara on of Nigeria as polio-free was an
emo onal moment – Dr. Adamu
Dr. Usman Adamu is the Incident Manager of the
Na onal Polio Emergency Opera ons Centre of the
Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
(NPHCDA). He has been in the Agency since 2000, and
as the incident manager since 2016. Nigeria’s
a ainment of the Wild Polio virus (WPV) free status
could be a ributed to his central role in the ﬁght against
the dreaded disease.
In this interview with the NPHCDA Newsle er reporters,
Rakiya Musa and Catherine Gomwalk, Dr Adamu speak
about the adverse eﬀects of polio on Nigeria, the

struggles that resulted in its eradica on and the need
for Nigeria to maintain its WPV-Free Status.
NPHCDA Newsle er: Polio has been a serious
problem in Nigeria. What was the actual extent of the
problem?
Dr. Usman Adamu: Polio transmission has been a
serious problem globally and not just in Nigeria for
over three decades now. In 2012, it was declared a
global emergency of public health concern by the
World Health Assembly (WHA). This is because it is
highly transmissible and causes disability and death,
especially in children under 5 years of age. The WHA
declara on mandated all countries to ensure that they
are on track to eradicate the disease since there are
tools available - like vaccines for eradica on of the
disease. The eﬀort to actually eradicate poliomyeli s in
Nigeria started around 1996 with the Na onal
Immuniza on Days (NIDs) as a strategy of delivering
the oral polio vaccines through house-to-house mass
vaccina on campaign targe ng children that are under
5 years of age, irrespec ve of their previous
immuniza on status.
What were the major strategies employed to
eradicate the disease?
There are three major strategies that are deployed to
ensure that polio is eradicated and that is Acute Flaccid
Paralysis Surveillance that we refer to as AFP, the
second strategy is rou ne immuniza on that is
delivered in all our primary health care centres across
the country that seek to oﬀer protec on against the all
childhood killer diseases of which polio is one. It means
that if all children under the age of ﬁve (5) had gone
through this it wouldn’t have go en to the extent of
having to do house-to-house mass vaccina on. The
third strategy is actually what we call Supplemental
Immuniza on Ac vi es (SIAs), which is the polio mass
vaccina on campaign where we deliver the oral polio
vaccines house-to-house.
It has gone under several reviews in the past. I know
some me in 2006, there was a necessity for us to
actually review the delivery mode in terms of adding
other health-related interven ons. And that is what
informed adding vitamin A supplement as another key
interven on that prevents children from being
infected. We also added some incen ves that would
a ract children, such as sachets of sweets, biscuits,
and sugar in some cases. Again, we have to make sure
that rou ne immuniza on vaccines are available
through the ﬁxed post teams that are deployed to
various wards. So any me we are rolling out the
immuniza on plus days we reach out to over 9000
wards in the country where at least two teams are
deployed.
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Now we need to address the issue of pushback
because ini ally when the mass campaign came,
parents were actually pushing back saying, “why are
you following us house to house? We have malaria, we
have this, we have that, and you are not giving us all of
these interven ons free of charge, but you are saying
that we have to oﬀer our children for vaccina on”. That
is what necessitated the addi onal incen ves that
resulted in a paradigm shi from NIDs to IPDs or
immuniza on plus days.
Other strategies right now are that a er eradica on,
a er the cer ﬁca on as a Wild polio-free country, we
have to integrate COVID-19 mass vaccina on into
rou ne immuniza on and other primary health care
interven ons.
What were the criteria for Nigeria’s qualiﬁca on as a
polio-free country?
There are three serotypes of the Wild Polio Virus which
are Type 1, Type 2, and Type 3; Type 1 being the most
virulent and last to be eradicated. We tackled the
situa on through the leadership of Dr. Faisal Shuaib,
the Execu ve Director when he came on board in 2017.
He le nobody in doubt, including the polio team,
deployed to the incident command system, about his
quest for results and his cardinal agenda to ensure that
we interrupt the transmission of wild poliovirus in the
country. And that was what led to interrup ng the
transmission of the wild poliovirus.
Dr. Shuaib was one of the pioneer leaders of the EOC
and he laid a sound founda on for this incident
command system. The EOC was established in 2012. I
came in 2016 and shortly before that we had achieved
polio interrup on in 2015 and soon the cases started
coming down. If you look at the trend way back in
2000, and 2001, there were so many cases, over 1,000
cases in the country. But through these strategies, the
cases started coming down. Then in 2012, there was a
resurgence that necessitated the resolu on of the
World Health Assembly which declared polio as a
global emergency of public health concern and Nigeria
was mandated alongside other countries to ensure
that emergency strategies were deployed to achieve
the eradica on of the Wild Poliovirus.
In 2017 and 2018, NERICC and NEMCHIC were
established respec vely, in an eﬀort to ensure that
they address rou ne immuniza on and PHC services
which are cri cal to addressing the transmission of
WPV and other vaccine-preventable diseases. Through
our relentless eﬀorts, in 2017, 2018, and 2019, there
were no cases of poliovirus. Hence, in 2020, the African
Regional Commission for the cer ﬁca on of
poliomyeli s cer ﬁed Nigeria wild poliovirus free on
the 25th of August. It was an emo onal moment for
everyone that was part of that history. Because of

COVID-19, we couldn’t travel to the commission’s
mee ng that took place in Brazaville in the African
regional oﬃce of WHO, so it was a virtual mee ng.
Before then we went through a rigorous documenta on
process because they had to prove that the three years
period we had zero cases of poliovirus was genuine. The
commission paid a visit to the country to verify the
documenta on we have submi ed in a request for them
to come and cer fy Nigeria wild poliovirus free. They did
that veriﬁca on visit in two phases; Phase one was at
the end of 2019, and phase two was in March 2020.
A er the rigorous processes, Nigeria was eventually
declared wild poliovirus free. It was an emo onal
moment. I thank God we did it.
There seems to be a polio resurgence in Africa
including Nigeria, what is responsible for this?
It is not a resurgence of the Wild poliovirus per se, but a
resurgence of what we classify as a circula ng variant
polio virus Type2 (cVPV2). These are remnants of the
viruses that are there in the environment as a result of
our eﬀorts to vaccinate children against type2. There is
what we call seeding. For those children who have been
vaccinated, it is like you reduce and weaken the virus for
the body to be able to produce an bodies or rather
defences against the viral par cles. And, of course, it is
per nent that we men on the mode of transmission of
this recurrence and its route. Meaning that there has to
be some contamina on with sewage water in the
environment and then children pick these viruses and
then become infected. And you know the actual
pathology of the virus is that when the child takes it in
through the mouth it enters the stomach and from there
it modiﬁes and enters into the bloodstream. If the child
does not have defences, he/she will be infected then it
mul plies and ﬁnds its way into the nervous system and
some par cular group of muscles of either the legs or
the hands or even the respiratory muscles where it can
actually be fatal. If there is paralysis of the respiratory
muscles a child can actually die from the disease.
So we have deployed a strategy right now that will
actually deal with this resurgence. Last year, we had over
a thousand cases of this variant of the virus. We have
conducted a mass vaccina on campaign which we have
to con nue in order to maintain our wild poliovirus
eradica on status. Right now, as we speak, this year
through the guidance and leadership of the Execu ve
Director, we have been able to actually reduce the
numbers by close to 90% of these cases. So we are
consolida ng this achievement. We planned to conduct
some mass vaccina on campaigns before the end of the
year. We also plan to conduct mass vaccina on
campaigns in the ﬁrst quarter of next year for us to be
able to maintain our wild polio virus-free status in
Nigeria.
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What is your oﬃce doing
to tackle the situa on?
We are s ll conduc ng
outbreak responses to
every case of the
Circula ng Variant Polio
Virus Type2. For every
case, we have to do two
ro u n d s o f o u t b r e a k
response of the quality
that is required to be
a
ble to prevent
Dr. Usman Adamu.
con nued transmission.
From the beginning of
t
h
e r e surgence last year, we brought back
t h e ex p e r trevi ew commi ee membership and
inaugurated the membership to ensure that it provides
independent guidance to the country to enable us to
deal with the resurgence. That has yielded posi ve
results via the able leadership of Dr. Shuaib and under
my leadership of the EOC.
Finally, what is your message to Nigerians rela ng to
polio?
The massive transforma on that is being undertaken by
Dr. Shuaib and his team in this Agency calls for mass
support. Therefore, Nigerians need to con nue to
access rou ne immuniza on wherever they are so as to
be able to prevent children from ge ng infected with
this very deadly and dreadful disease, and for the
country to maintain, retain and sustain the current wild
polio virus-free status.

NPHCDA holds Mee ng on PHC Leadership
Challenge Fund
By Sumaila Isah Umaisha
The Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
(NPHCDA) held a mee ng with the Secretaries of State
Primary Health Boards (SPHCBs), state commissioners
of health, and other stakeholders.
The mee ng, which was on Primary Health Care
Leadership Challenge Fund (PHC LCF), took place on
19th and 20th October 2022 at the NAF Conference
Centre, Kado, Abuja.
Introducing the agenda for the mee ng, the Director of
Primary Health Care Systems Development, Dr. Nwosu
Ngozi enumerated its objec ves.
According to her, it is aimed at upda ng the Honourable
Commissioners for Health (HCH) and their state teams

on the PHC Leadership Challenge Fund, socializing the
Execu ve Secretaries of the SPHCDBs, and other
stakeholders on the Performance Monitoring
Framework/indicators, and ensuring a deeper
understanding of the subject among the state teams.
She added that the mee ng provided an opportunity
for states to perform self-assessment of their current
status with respect to the Performance Monitoring
Framework/Indicators, and to iden fy state
peculiari es, poten al challenges and needed
clariﬁca ons for the smooth rollout of the Leadership
Challenge project during implementa on, assessment
and veriﬁca on.
The ul mate goal of it all, according to her, is to
maximize Governor’s commitments to PHC, promote
construc ve compe on across the states, and
enhance Human Capital Development and PHC
outcomes, among others.
The Execu ve Director, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, who
was represented by the Director of Planning, Research
and Sta s cs, Dr. Abdullahi Bulama Garba, reiterated
the importance of the mee ng and recounted the
history of the PHC Leadership Challenge Fund.
According to him, the project started in November 2019
when he, the Execu ve Director, NPHCDA, the state
governors, the Minister of Health, the DG of Nigeria
Governors’ Forum (NGF), the Sultan of Sokoto, Aliko
Dangote, and other stakeholders visited Bill Gates in
Sea le to discuss ways of improving the PHC service
delivery system in Nigeria.
“This was followed in 2020 by the conceptualiza on of
the PHC Leadership Challenge Fund by NPHCDA, NGF,
and UNICEF, and by 2021, the development of the PMF
and se ng up of the various governance structures had
started,” he said.
He stated that the NPHCDA has been at the forefront of
promo ng the PHC Leadership Challenge and that it
would con nue to do everything to support and
safeguard the project, using all the necessary
pla orms, structures and mechanisms.
The Execu ve Director added that as co-chair of the
Steering Commi ee, NPHCDA would do everything
possible to ensure fairness in the challenge process,
and objec vity in the selec on of the winning states.
Speaking at the occasion, Dr. Ahmad Abdulwahab, who
represented the DG of the Nigeria Governors’ Forum,
threw more light on the PHC Leadership Challenge
Fund.
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In his words,
“A couple of
weeks ago the
Fund was
formally
launched in
the presence
of all the
governors and
A cross-sec on of par cipants at the mee ng. at the end of it
the document
was signed by the then Chairman of the Forum, Dr.
Kayode Fayemi, and his deputy, the Sokoto State
Governor, Rt. Hon. Aminu Waziri Tambuwal.
He said the NGF is commi ed to the PHC Leadership
Challenge Fund because it is their challenge. “When the
implementa on of the award starts, you will start
having ques ons from the governors. If your state does
not get an award, then they are going to be asking you
what happened. We, therefore, want all of you to take
this very seriously.”
While no ng that the project is all about crea ng the
enabling environment to strengthen PHC, he stressed
that the Forum is working closely with NPHCDA and it is
making sure that if there were any bo lenecks at the
state level, it would help out so that the best could be
achieved.
The Chairman of Execu ve Secretary’s Forum, Dr. Adis
Muhammed, represented by Dr. Ogushola Elijah
Ayowole, reiterated the commitment of the Forum to
the transforma on of PHC in various states.
“We have gone through the analysis of this challenge,
and it will move the governors to further commit
themselves to seeing that the health dividends of
democracy get to the last person in those remote
areas,” he said, adding that “We are commi ed to
ensuring the success of the project, we are going to give
ourselves a very good contest in accordance with the
marking scheme.”
Speaking in the same vein, the representa ve of the
NPHCDA Zonal Directors, Dr. Eric Nwaze, Director of
South-East Zonal Oﬃce, congratulated the ini ators of
the award framework; NPHCDA, Dangote, BMGF, NGF,
and UNICEF.
He observed that the core of the leadership challenge is
Primary Health Care Under One Roof (PHCUOR).
“If you are doing well in the scorecard that is ongoing in
the various zones and the states, you can take it to the
bank that you are doing well in the leadership challenge
as well because PHCUOR is the only key.”

NPHCDA Organises send-oﬀ Party for
Re red Directors

MEET OUR PROGRAMME MANAGER

By Othman Alaga

By Dr Opeyemi Osibogun

Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
NPHCDA has on Friday 14th November 2022 organized
a send-oﬀ party for four re red directors.

Dr. OGBE Oritseweyimi, Programme Lead for the
Basic Health Care Provision

The re red directors include Hajiya Kuburat Daradara
of Logis c Department, Ms. Eunice Damisa of
Advocacy and Communica on, Mr. Ganiyu Salau of
Special Du es and Mr. Soji Taiwo of the Procurement
Department.

D
r
.
Oritseweyimi
OGBE is a
Chief Medical
Oﬃcer and
P r o g ra m m e
Lead for the
Basic Health
C a r e
Provision
Fund (BHCPF)
a t
t h e
Na onal
P r i m a r y
Dr. OGBE Oritseweyimi
Health Care
Development
Agency (NPHCDA). He is responsible for the day-to-day
implementa on of the NPHCDA component of
Nigeria’s Basic Health Care Provision Fund (BHCPF); an
innova ve ﬁnancing mechanism backed by an act of
Parliament, which aims at catalysing Nigeria’s progress
towards Universal Health Coverage.

The Execu ve Director, Dr. Faisal Shuaib while
eulogizing the re rees for their sacriﬁces and
commitments while in ac ve service, said he was glad
to have worked with them and that they had
contributed immensely to the development of
NPHCDA and the public health space in Nigeria.
Dr. Shuaib explained the reason why he asked the four
re red directors to stayed back and con nue to work at
NPHCDA, saying, it was because he values and
recognizes their commitment and enormous
contribu ons to the agency.
In their separate remarks, the four re red directors
commended Dr. Shuaib for the honour done to them
and lauded his resilience, pa ence, commitment, and
leadership style, and urged the Execu ve Director to
con nue in that direc on for be er service delivery in
the agency.
The Director of Administra on and Human Resources
Alhaji Ahmed Okyara who spoke on behalf of the
management and staﬀ of the agency, congratulated
the re rees for reaching this stage in the civil service
cycle and prayed to God almighty to con nue to guide
and protect them.
The event was wrapped up with the presenta on of
gi s, cu ng of cake, and group photograph.

Prior to his current schedule, Dr. Ogbe has worked in
various capaci es within the NPHCDA, providing
technical exper se in health systems development and
health ﬁnancing involving par cipa on in the
development of innova ve na onal strategies,
concepts and guidelines including the ﬁrst adapta on
of the minimum service package for the Ward health
System and premier PHC Management Informa on
System. He has served in the Family Health Services
Department, the Department of Planning Research
and Sta s cs, as Divisional Head for Health Financing
in the PHC System Development Department and been
opportune to work under two Execu ve Directors as a
Technical Assistant.

The celebrants cu ng their cakes.

Dr Ogbe, possesses a degree in Medicine (Ife), a
postgraduate qualiﬁca on in Public Health (Lagos) and
an execu ve master’s in Business Administra on
(Warwick); alongside related health systems and
health ﬁnancing cer ﬁca on from world-class
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NPHCDA inaugurates Project Management
Team
By Mercy Olamide Ariyo
The Execu ve Director/CEO of the Na onal Primary
Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal
Shuaib on Thursday 3rd of November 2022 inaugurated
members of the Project Management Team (PMT) with
a view to delivering the 3 HUBs project to the Nigerians.
He enumerated the usefulness of the 3 HUBs project in
the past and also pointed out the future beneﬁts, saying
it would provide space and technical ability for the
agency in the management of vaccines and a coaching
system.
He stated that the beneﬁts were the reason behind
inaugura ng a team to lead the management of the
project with clear terms of reference.
The Project Manager, Dr. Wilson Chidama, in a remark,
thanked the Execu ve Director for the honor of being
inaugurated and also assured that with the support of
his team members, he would do his best to meet up with
the expecta ons required of them.

premises of the Agency on Thursday 26th october 2022
with a view to ensuring transparency and accountability
in the award of contracts.
In his welcome address, the Execu ve Director/CEO, Dr.
Faisal Shuaib, represented by the Director of
Administra on and Human Resources, Alhaji Ahmed
Okyara, admonished par cipants to carry out the
execu on of the contracts with due diligence and
transparency as it is for the beneﬁts of Nigerians.
In a remark, the Agency’s Head of procurement, Alhaji
Yaro Sulaiman Sa’ad urged the contractors who will win
the contracts to execute them with every form of
professionalism for transparency, probity and fear of
God.
He disclosed that having the lowest bid sum doesn’t
guarantee that a company will be awarded the contract
as there were other criteria to be met which include that
the bid sum must be responsive.
Speaking on behalf of Non-Governmental
Organiza ons, Civil Society Organisa ons, and the
Public and Private Development Centre (PPDC), Mrs.
Nonye Akubour commended the Agency for being
transparent in the opening of the bidding and also in the
bidding processes.
She admonished the Agency to do well in a ending to
any challenges that might come up a er the bidding
processes.

Members of the Project Management Team (PMT) at the
inaugura on.

NPHCDA Conducts Bid Opening Ceremony
By Mercy Olamide Ariyo
The Na onal Primary Health Care Development Agency
(NPHCDA) opened its ﬁnancial bid document at the

The Director of Administra on and Human Resources, Alhaji
Ahmed Okyara addressing par cipants

Photospeak

Par cipants at the PHC Leadership Challenge Fund Mee ng with
State Teams which took place on 19th and 20th October 2022.
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Staﬀ of NPHCDA and guests at the award recep on of the ED,
NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib, OON.

A congratulatory message presented to the ED by the vice
Chairman of the NPHCDA chapter of the Medical and Health
Workers Union of Nigeria (MHWUN), Alhaji Yakubu Hassan, on
behalf of the chapter.

The re rement and Send-oﬀ Ceremony for four directors of
NPHCDA on 14th October 2022.

Cross-sec on of par cipants at NPHCDA’s Opening of Financial
Bid for Tender on 9th September 2022. 2022.

The handover of the Solar Freezers to NPHCDA by UPS on 19th
October 2022.

At the handover of the Solar Freezers to NPHCDA by UPS on 19th
October 2022.

Yellow Fever Vaccina on ac vi es at Gurun MPHC, Gurun Ward,
Tsanyawa LGA, Kano State.

The ED/CEO, NPHCDA, Dr. Faisal Shuaib delivering his speech at the
Primary Health Care Summit World Press Conference on 15th March
2022.
State Level Evening Review Mee ng for Nov'22 YF Vaccina on
Campaign
chaired byon
theofHon.
at KanoA cross-sec
par Commissioner
cipants at the for
PHCHealth
Summit.
EOC Worksta on on Nov. 7th 2022.
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Students of Glory Nursery & Primary School at Sabiganna Ward,
Iwajowa LGA of Oyo State receiving Measles vaccine, Deworming
tablets, and Vitamin A.
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